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Meeting Agenda
Meeting Information
Department: Howard County Department of Community Resources & Services, Office of Veterans and Military Families
Board: Paul Rivers, Chair
Lorinzo Foxworth, Vice Chair
Sean Keller, Immediate Past Chair
Lisa Steptoe, Secretary
Lisa Terry, Administrator	
Juan Valdez
Paul Turlington
Jai Salters	
Candance Willett
Sean Thomas	
Liesele Wood
Xavier Bruce	
Ricky Snell
Omar Jones

Meeting Date: Thursday, October 1
Meeting Time: 7-8:30 p.m.
Meeting Location: Hybrid, 9830 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia, MD
Virtual Access Link (if applicable): Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join: https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/24584100685163?p=JcOaMmIYPZryossHUH 
Meeting ID: 245 841 006 851 63 
Passcode: sw6FY2FY 
________________________________________
Open Meetings Act and Recording Statements
Pursuant to the Maryland Open Meetings Act, this meeting is open to the public. This meeting is being recorded to ensure transparency and to maintain an accurate record of proceedings. AI bots and note-taking devices are not permitted and will be removed. Members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to speak during the designated public comment period and are otherwise present as observers.
Accessibility Statement
This meeting is accessible to individuals with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations such as sign language interpretation, assistive listening devices, or alternative formats are available upon request. Contact the meeting coordinator at least 48 hours before the meeting.
Meeting Agenda
I. Welcome and Introductions 
· Welcome and Roll Call
· Pledge of Allegiance (Commission Vice Chair)

II. Consideration of September 2026 Minutes (Secretary)

III. Opening Comments by Chair and Introduction of Special Guests
· Discussion of committees
· Review of priorities and new initiatives commission wants to support. Annual Report 2025

IV. Special Presentations
· NeighborRide Driving Our Heroes – Andrea Bufka

V. Recurring Reports
· Veterans Support Group (Rivers)
· Mental Health Council (Rivers)
· MD Military Installation Council (Jones) – defer to Nov meeting
· Cohen Clinic at Easterseals: Clinic Advisory Panel (CAP) (Rivers)
· Disabilities Roundtable (Valdez)

VI. Old Business
· Committee assignments

VII. New Business from Commissioners & Upcoming Events 
· Holiday Social Chair and date
· Disabilities Roundtable
· Committee breakout – Select chair and meeting time

VIII. Update from Administrator (Terry) 
Oct 4: Blue Star Families Welcome Week event at Gary Arthur Community Center, 12 – 4 PM
Oct 17: Flag retirement ceremony, 9 AM, Ceremony 10:30 AM at VFW Post 7472
Nov 8: Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony, 9:30 AM Merriweather district to Lakefront

IX. New Business from VSOs 
· Veterans Day events – Assisted Living visits, School presentations
· Commission Holiday Party
· Howard County Veterans Foundation next phase and fundraising
· Dec 17 - American Legion Post 156 Christmas/Hannukah/Kwanza Holiday Party at VFW Post  (Voices of Vets)
·  Wreathes Across America (Baltimore National Cemetery, others)
i. Civil Air Patrol Howard Squadron, Group ID- MD0014,100% of funds go directly to the purchase of wreaths.
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/MD0014
Link to Squadron sponsor page - Wreaths purchased through the squadron will go to the cemeteries that the squadron supports. Location will indicate St. Paul’s Lutheran Church which is our host cemetery.

X. Additional Dates of Significance for Veterans and Military Families
•	Oct 25 – Day of the Deployed
•	Oct 13 - US Navy Birthday 
•	Nov 10 - USMC Birthday 
•	Nov 11 - Veterans Day (observed in US) 

XI. Next Commission Meeting Dates
· November 5
· December 3

XII. Meeting adjournment
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