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Howard County Commission for Veterans and Military Families 
Meeting Minutes
Meeting Information
Department: Howard County Department of Community Resources & Services, Office of Veterans and Military Families
Board: Sean Keller, Chair - attended
Paul Rivers, Vice Chair - attended
Greg Jolissaint, Past Chair
Lisa Steptoe, Secretary - attended
Lisa Terry, Administrator - attended 
Juan Valdez
Lorinzo Foxworth - attended
Paul Turlington - attended
Jai Salters	
Candance Willett - attended
Sean Thomas - attended	
Liesele Wood - attended
Xavier Bruce - attended	
Ricky Snell
Omar Jones – attended, not confirmed yet.

Meeting Date: Wednesday, June 17
Meeting Time: 7-8:00 p.m.
Meeting Location: Virtual 
Accessibility Statement
This meeting is accessible to individuals with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations such as sign language interpretation, assistive listening devices, or alternative formats are available upon request. Contact the meeting coordinator at least 48 hours before the meeting.
Meeting Agenda
I. Welcome and Introductions 
· Welcome and Roll Call
· Pledge of Allegiance (Commission Vice Chair)

II. Consideration of May 2026 Minutes (Secretary) - Approved

III. Opening Comments by Chair and Introduction of Special Guests - none

IV. Special Presentations - none

V. Recurring Reports
· Veterans Support Group (Rivers) – Several people from Veteran Support Group and Mental Health Council attended Good Vibes event. 
· Mental Health Council (Rivers) – VA using virtual reality to help people with PTSD. 

VI. Old Business
· Commission Chair, Vice Chair & Secretary Election 
· Paul Rivers, Chair, Lorenzo Foxworth – Vice Chair and Lisa Steptoe – Secretary voted in for 2 year term
· Monument Dedication, Memorial Day events and Good Vibes and Voices Concert Recap
· Memorial Day – well done, Liesele was keynote @ Harriett Tubman
· Good Vibes – 3rd Annual event was a success. Music, food, games, entertainment, behavioral health/suicide resources and door prizes. 300 people in attendance.

VII. New Business from Commissioners & Upcoming Events 
· July 2: Fort Meade Independence Day 4pm
· July 4: 250th Anniversary of USA & Declaration of Independence 
· July 4: River Hill Parade – 9am @ Pointers Run Elementary
· July 8th Reading of Declaration of Independence - 6pm Library
· July 8th – VSO Ceremony, Greg – American Legion Commander Swearing in
· July 18: VSO Flag Retirement Ceremony at the VFW Ellicott City followed by Patriotic Celebration & lunch 10:30am
· 8 August: Armed Forces Day @ Howard County Fair
· 3 October: Grave Marking w/Sons & Daughters of American Revolution 12pm St. Johns Church
· Oct 17: Flag retirement ceremony

VIII. Update from Administrator (Terry) 
· June 23-25: Lisa will be attending the Maryland Child Education Coalition conference 
· June 26: Past Fort Meade Commanders Lineage Board Unveiling, 9am  
· July 29: Garrison Commander Farewell
· Oct 4 - Blue Star Families Welcome Week event at Gary Arthur Community Center, 12-4pm
 
IX. New Business from VSOs 
· August 22 : 250 Anniversary of Battle of Brooklyn – Bus Trip
· Oct 24 : Desert Storm Dedication in DC

X. Additional Dates of Significance for Veterans and Military Families
· June 23: Coast Guard Auxiliary Birthday
· June 25: Anniversary of the start of the Korean War
· June 27: National PTSD Awareness Day
· July 4: Independence Day
· July 27: Korean War Veterans Armistice Day
· July 29: Anniversary of the Army Chaplain Corps

XI. Next Commission Meeting Dates
· July/August: No meetings 
· September 3
· October 1

XII. Meeting adjournment



	
2

image1.jfif
‘d
.. “ s:

ﬁowa rd County
Commission for Veterans and Military Families





