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Howard County Commission for Veterans and Military Families 
Meeting Minutes
Meeting Information
Department: Howard County Department of Community Resources & Services, Office of Veterans and Military Families
Board: Sean Keller, Chair - X
Paul Rivers, Vice Chair - Present
Greg Jolissaint, Past Chair - Present
Lisa Steptoe, Secretary - Present
Lisa Terry, Administrator - Present
Juan Valdez - X
Lorinzo Foxworth - Virtual
Paul Turlington - Present
Jai Salters	- Virtual
Candance Willett - Virtual
Sean Thomas - Present
Liesele Wood - Present
Xavier Bruce - Present	
Ricky Snell - Virtual

Meeting Date: Thursday, May 7
Meeting Time: 7-8:00 p.m.
Meeting Location: 9830 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia (Hybrid)
Open Meetings Act and Recording Statements
Pursuant to the Maryland Open Meetings Act, this meeting is open to the public. This meeting is being recorded to ensure transparency and to maintain an accurate record of proceedings. AI bots and note-taking devices are not permitted and will be removed. Members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to speak during the designated public comment period and are otherwise present as observers.
Accessibility Statement
This meeting is accessible to individuals with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations such as sign language interpretation, assistive listening devices, or alternative formats are available upon request. Contact the meeting coordinator at least 48 hours before the meeting.  
I. Welcome and Introductions 
· Welcome and Roll Call – 7:01 pm
· Pledge of Allegiance (Commission Vice Chair)

II. Consideration of April 2026 Minutes (Secretary) – motion passed

III. Opening Comments by Chair and Introduction of Special Guests – N/A

IV. Special Presentations - None

V. Recurring Reports
· Veteran Support Group (Rivers)
· Avg 10 ppl, many can’t wait for meeting every month because it is a release of stress
· Mental Health Council (Rivers)
· Missed last month meeting
· Next meeting week of May 11th

VI. Old Business
· Budget
· Had a few hundred dollars left. Putting toward Memorial Day picnic on May 23rd.
· Commission Chair, Vice Chair & Secretary Election Slate – June vote
· Paul Rivers for Chair
· Lorenzo for Vice Chair
· Lisa Steptoe for Secretary

VII. New Business from Commissioners & Upcoming Events 
· Memorial Day Events
· 23 May, 11am - VFW Post 7472 in Ellicott City hosting – Picnic after
· 24 May, 12pm - American Legion 156 hosting at St. John’s Episcopal Church at 9202 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City, MD 21042 
· 25 May, 8am - Harriett Tubman Cultural Center
· 4 June - Good Vibes and Voices Concert
· 13 June, 11am – Flag Day  at Alfa Ridge Landfill @ Gazebo
· 4 July - 250th Anniversary of USA & Declaration of Independence 
· Swearing in new Post commander
· 4 July  - River Hill Parade 
· 18 July - VSO Flag Retirement Ceremony at the VFW Ellicott City followed by Patriotic Celebration & lunch 
· 17 Oct – Flag retirement ceremony
· 1st Friday – Vetworking w/ Dr. Xavier Bruce
· GrillMax 4:30-6:30pm
· Lorinzo is looking for data on # of transitioning service members in County

VIII. Update from Administrator (Terry) 
· May 14, 11am - Howard County Veterans and Families Monument Opening and Dedication  
· Tribute to County Veterans & Military Members – encourage commissioners to add their bio/photo
· Movie – applying for a Fox Grant for behavioral health, cover Good Vibes, Outdoor movie and outreach.
· For the outdoor movie – who is the audience and what is the message to convey?
· Month of Military Families – Thank you
· Thank you to everyone who came to Our Community Salutes. 80 Students recognized

IX. New Business from VSOs – George Delaney
· VSO space – asking county to provide office space for the VSOs 
· Recommendations:
· Research locations and table until new County Administration.
· Form a Subcommittee to do some prelim work
· Paul Turlington & George Delaney

X. Additional Dates of Significance 
· Military Appreciation Month
· May 1 - Silver Star Service Banner
· May 7 - National Day of Prayer
· May 8 - VE (Victory in Europe) Day
· May 8 - Military Spouse Appreciation Day
· May 13 - Children of Fallen Patriots Day
· May 16 - Armed Forces Day
· May 25 - Memorial Day (Decoration Day)

XI. Next Commission Meeting Dates
· June – need to reschedule due to Good Vibes on June 4
· July/August – no meetings 

XII. Meeting adjournment
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