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Howard County Commission for
Veterans and Military Families
 Meeting Minutes
Meeting Information
Department: Howard County Department of Community Resources and Services
Board: - Commission for Veterans and Military Families
Meeting Date: April 9, 2026
Meeting Time: 7 – 8:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: 9830 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia
Virtual Access Link (if applicable): 
Open Meetings Act and Recording Statements
Pursuant to the Maryland Open Meetings Act, this meeting is open to the public. This meeting is being recorded to ensure transparency and to maintain an accurate record of proceedings. AI bots and note-taking devices are not permitted and will be removed. Members of the public will be provided with an opportunity to speak during the designated public comment period and are otherwise present as observers.
Accessibility Statement
This meeting is accessible to individuals with disabilities. Reasonable accommodations such as sign language interpretation, assistive listening devices, or alternative formats are available upon request. Contact the meeting coordinator at least 48 hours before the meeting.

Candance Willett <cmwillett@outlook.com>; Dr. Xavier Bruce <xavier.bruce@gmail.com>; Jai Salters <jai.salters@actnoweducation.org>; Juan Valdez 


Meeting Attendance Record
	Name
	Appointed (Voting) or Ex-Officio (Non-Voting)
	Affiliation (if applicable)
	Attended (Yes or No)

	Sean Keller, Chair
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Paul Rivers, Vice Chair
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Lisa Terry, Administrator
	Non-Voting
	
	Yes

	Lisa Steptoe, Secretary
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Xavier Bruce
	Voting
	
	No

	Lorinzo Foxworth
	Voting
	
	No

	Jai Salters
	Voting
	
	No

	Ricky Snell
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Sean Thomas
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Paul Turlington
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Juan Valdez
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Candance Willett
	Voting
	
	Yes

	Liesele Wood
	Voting
	
	Yes

	
	
	
	



	Members of the Public and Guests

	Greg Jolissaint, Immediate Past Chair

	George Delaney, American Legion Post 300

	Brandon Eden, veteran new to HoCo






Meeting Minutes
I. Welcome and Introductions 
· Welcome and Roll Call 

II. Panel Business
· April Meeting Minutes Approved

III. Opening Comments by Commission Chair
•	Upcoming Events- 14 May - Dedication of Monument
•	Sean Thomas – new rep for Veterans Day Parade Committee
•	Chair term ending 30 August and seeking new chair
•	Moment of silence for the 13 Service Members lost in Iranian War
•	CW3 Robert Marzan
•	SFC Nicole Amor
•	SFC Noah Tietjens
•	SGT Declan Coady
•	MAJ Jeffrey O'Brien
•	CPT Cody Khork
•	SGT Benjamin Pennington
•	MAJ John "Alex" Klinner
•	CPT Ariana Savino
•	CPT Seth Koval
•	CPT Curtis Angst
•	TSgt Ashley Pruitt
•	TSgt Tyler Simmons

IV. Special Presentations – None

V. Recurring Reports
•	Veterans Support Group (Rivers)
	Averaging 10 people, some regulars
NAMI training Anne Arundel Co to offer a virtual group on Wednesdays
•	Mental Health Council (Rivers/Turlington)
Guest speaker discussed holistic approach to MH and Good Vibes event was shared

VI. Old Business
· Budget – $200 left, have until June to allocate
· 19 April - Salute to 250 Years of Military Service (Turlington), 11am-4pm at Belmont Manor. It’s also the Anniversary of Battle of Lexington and Concord. 
· County may do something on 4th of July or July 8th

VII. New Business from Commissioners & Upcoming Events

•	2026 VSO Flag Retirements at the VFW Ellicott City - 18 April, 18 July (followed by Patriotic Celebration & lunch) and 17 Oct
· Our Community Salutes Central MD HS Enlistee Ceremony – 21 April, 6:30pm (doors open at 5:30pm). Registration required
· Memorial Day Events 
· 23 May, 11am - VFW Post 7472 in Ellicott City hosting – Picnic after $100 for a sponsorship – voted/passed.
· 24 May, 12pm - American Legion 156 hosting at St. Johns Episcopal Church at 9202 Frederick Rd, Ellicott City, MD 21042 
· 25 May, 8am - Harriett Tubman Cultural Center 
· 4 June, 6:30pm - Good Vibes and Voices Concert 
· 13 June - Flag Day 
· 4 July - 250th Anniversary of USA & Declaration of Independence 

VIII. Update from Administrator
· 2 school event requests for Month of Military Child
· Uniting Us is a non-profit collecting uniforms, patches, medals, etc. to put in a traveling art exhibit
· Vacancy on commission, asking for referrals
· Celebrated 100 year Birthday of WWII veteran at Mission BBQ, Stanley Bowers
· Police Training for the Crisis Team to help better respond to Veterans, April 29/30
· Month of Military Child Event at Family Support Center, April 28


IX.	New Business from VSOs – None

X.	Next Commission Meeting Dates – May 7 and June 4
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