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Meeting Minutes
 HCCVMF Commission Meeting
9830 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia
08 January 2026



	Sean Keller, Chair - Yes
	Paul Rivers, Vice Chair - Yes

	Greg Jolissaint, Past Chair - X
	Lisa Steptoe, Secretary - Yes

	Lisa Terry, Administrator- Yes
	Gabriel Zaldazar - X

	Lorinzo Foxworth- Yes
	Paul Turlington - Yes

	Jai Salters - X
	Candance Willett - Yes

	Sean Thomas - Yes
	Liesele Wood - Yes

	Xavier Bruce - Yes
	




Special Guest(s): Juan Valdez, Ricky Snell

Stephanie Galbraith, AJ Ali

Others in Attendance: 

Call to Order (Chair) – 7:03 pm
Establish Quorum
Pledge of Allegiance (Commission Vice Chair)

Consideration of November and December 2025 Minutes (Secretary) - Accepted

Special Presentations

Stephanie Galbraith - Uniform Deployed Parents Custody & Visitation Act (UDPCVA proposed legislation – Maryland has not adopted yet. Working with Del Mike Rodgers to get a vote. See attached presentation for more information. 
AJ Ali - Campaign for Humanity Summit
Join us on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 for The Campaign for Humanity Summit being held at the Columbia 50+ Center from 8am – 4pm sponsored by L.O.V.E. Is The Answer.  A day filled with inspiring talks, the screening of an award-winning film and TV series episode with Howard County roots, interactive workshops, networking, and a robust series of solutions-oriented small group discussions. 
We are expecting 120 people [ages 16 and older] to enjoy breakfast, lunch and an ongoing nationwide effort to educate, equip individuals to lead their communities and their country.  Transforming communities with HUMANITARIANISM, EMPATHY, COMPASSION, and putting love into action—through the principles of L.O.V.E. - Learn about the people; Open your heart to their needs; Volunteer to be part of the solution in their lives; Empower others to do the same.  This is also a great opportunity for High School students to receive Service Credits — and be part of the solution for issues that are important to them and all of us. https://trylovenow.com/campaign-for-humanity/ 

Opening Comments by Commission Chair and Introduction of Special Guests
Happy New Year!
2ppl joining & being voted in by council (Juan Valdez, Ricky Snell)
2026 Goals
Veterans are the lynch pin of the community.
Focus of vets receiving educational benefits and accessing resources

Recurring Reports: Rivers logged off and didn’t provide a report
Veterans Support Group (Rivers)
Mental Health Council (Rivers)

Old Business
Budget – Approx. $1000 left (spend till June 30); new budget 2027 $4100
Ideas for budget spend
Flag etiquette film
Purple star school application
Good vibes concert
CA Art Exhibit (Host/Sponsor art class)
Revisit at Feb Meeting – giveaways, literature, commission literature
Howard County 250th Celebration (Turlington)
April 19th at Belmont Manor 11-4pm
Concerns about long event
Need agenda

New Business from Commissioners 
2026 VSO Flag Retirements at the VFW Ellicott City - 24 Jan, 18 April, 18 July (followed by Patriotic Celebration & lunch and 17 Oct
HoCo 250th at the Historic Belmont Mannor Armed Forces Celebration 19 April 11-4 
Invited to speak: Howard County Ex, Calvin Ball; Major General Janeen Birckhead and keynote speaker: Maryland Governor Wes Moore  
Memorial Day Events - 23 May - VFW hosting, 24 May American Legion 156 hosting at St Johns and 25 May - Harriett Tubman Cultural Center
Flag Day – June 14th
250th Anniversary of USA & Declaration of Independence – July 4th  (AL Post 156 Paul Turlington swearing in)
	
Update from Administrator (Terry)
Poster or essay contest? 
Good Vibes event - June 4
Flag etiquette and/or Purple Star Schools video

New Business from VSOs (VSO Reps)
TBD

Additional Dates of Significance for Veterans and Military Families: The Chair will remind meeting attendees of the following dates and their military significance, if any:
19 January: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
27 January: National Vietnam War Veterans Day
03 February: Four Chaplains Day
16 February: President’s Day
19 February: USCGR Birthday
23 February: Iwo Jima Day

Next Commission Meeting Dates
05 February (Remote Online)
05 March (In Person)

Adjournment
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