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Meeting Minutes
 HCCVMF Commission Meeting
Virtual Only
05 February 2026



	Sean Keller, Chair - Y
	Paul Rivers, Vice Chair - Y

	Greg Jolissaint, Past Chair - Y
	Lisa Steptoe, Secretary - Y

	Lisa Terry, Administrator - Y
	Gabriel Zaldazar - Y

	Lorinzo Foxworth - Y
	Paul Turlington - Y

	Jai Salters - No
	Candance Willett – Y

	Sean Thomas - Y
	Liesele Wood – Y

	Xavier Bruce – Y 
	Ricky Snell - Y

	Juan Valdez – Y 
	




Special Guest(s): n/a

New Members Appointed: Juan Valdez and Ricky Snell

Call to Order (Chair) – 7:06
Establish Quorum
Pledge of Allegiance 

Consideration of January 2025 Minutes (Secretary) – motion passed

Special Presentations – No Show

Sara Marlow, Director of Baltimore National Cemetery 

Opening Comments by Commission Chair and Introduction of Special Guests
2026 Goals/Priorities/Ideas
Good News
Monument construction has begun. Dedication on May 14 at 11am.
Remember veteran community on these cold nights and help where we can
Sean K turned 60 and now receiving TriCare

Recurring Reports:
Veterans Support Group (Rivers)
10 ppl at meeting on Monday, Feb 2nd
Mental Health Council (Rivers)
Last month at Ft. Meade CBOC gave out info for 4 hours
Vets feel they are getting lost in the system with all the changes at the VA

Old Business
Budget – little under $1200, will discuss additional options at March meeting
Good Vibes allocate $500
Our Community Salutes – graduation cords purchased
250th Military Celebration allocate $500 
Howard County 250th Celebration (Turlington) – April 19th
11am opening, 1pm – Actual Ceremony, 4pm – End
Psuedo commitment from Governor and Adj General
Marine Corp silent drill team, Voices of Vets, Static Display, 
Re-enactments
Actively seeking para & uniforms
Vintage Vehicles
Other business:
Turlington – Enjoyed History Judging Fair
Zaldivar – pause on video re: flag procedures due to more pressing matters at the schools
Lorinzo – asking vets how they are doing mentally and employment wise. Refers them to the right resources/services as appropriate
Valdez – wants to connect with Lorinzo to see if they can do an event
Lorinzo, Ricky and Juan volunteered to do Buddy Checks if Lisa T. has referrals
New Business from Commissioners 
2026 VSO Flag Retirements at the VFW Ellicott City - 18 April, 18 July (followed by Patriotic Celebration & lunch and 17 Oct
Our Community Salutes Central MD HS Enlistee Ceremony – 21 April, 6:30pm (doors open at 5:30pm). Registration required.
HoCo 250th at the Historic Belmont Manor Armed Forces Celebration 19 April 11-4 
Invited to speak: Howard County Ex, Calvin Ball; Major General Janeen Birckhead and keynote speaker: Maryland Governor Wes Moore  
Memorial Day Events - 23 May - VFW hosting, 24 May American Legion 156 hosting at St Johns and 25 May - Harriett Tubman Cultural Center
Good Vibes and Voices Concert – June 4th 
Flag Day – June 14th
250th Anniversary of USA & Declaration of Independence – July 4th 9 (AL Post 156 Paul Turlington swearing in)
River Hill Parade
HoCo Celebration in Evening
Ideas for VFW Day of Service in May
Federal, state, local resources 
	
Update from Administrator (Terry)
Monument Unveiling – May 14, 11am
Bowers 100th Bday – Lorinzo is taking lead, Mission BBQ Lunch
March 19th –  HCEDABusiness Resource Expo
Working toward all 14 urgent care centers to be certified for VA Community Care to include training for staff on military culture and resources
Need nursing homes and medical foster homes to be certified for VA Community Care as the County has none

New Business from VSOs (VSO Reps)
Paul Turlington working on Memorial day events

Additional Dates of Significance for Veterans and Military Families: The Chair will remind meeting attendees of the following dates and their military significance, if any:
16 February: President’s Day
19 February: USCGR Birthday
23 February: Iwo Jima Day

Next Commission Meeting Dates – In Person ONLY
05 March (In Person)
02 April (In Person)

Adjournment – 7:59
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