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Street Design:  Material and Element Standards

STREET DESIGN

Overview:  

The purpose of the  Material and Element Standards is to ensure and maintain a consistent, high-quality built environment 
in the Lakefront Neighborhood as a new mixed-use neighborhood which supports the vision for the redevelopment of 
Downtown Columbia and exemplifies the character and experiences of the best urban spaces.

The Material and Element Standards include criteria for the following components of street design:

• Hardscape
• Landscape
• Street Furnishings
• Lighting
• Bridges and Culverts 

All applicable building codes, laws, Acts, life safety codes, ADA, environmental regulations, development approval 
processes, Howard County, State, and Federal regulations and permitting processes, and similar regulations must be 
adhered to and are not superseded by the Lakefront Neighborhood Design Guidelines.  

Developers shall follow the alternative compliance procedures found in the Howard County Landscape Manual and 
submit landscape plans prepared by a registered landscape architect certifying that the landscape plans meet the design 
intent specified in these guidelines, including plant species selection or comparable alternative.

Throughout the Guidelines, the use of the word “shall” identifies mandated criteria. “Must,” “required,” and “mandated” are 
additional words with the same meaning. The use of the word “encouraged,” “should,” or “recommended” identify criteria 
which are desired. In some instances, words such as “prohibited” and “not permitted” identify practices, materials, or 
systems which are not allowed in the Lakefront Neighborhood redevelopment.



| 52

Street Design: Hardscape

Sidewalks

A primary streetscape sidewalk material, pattern, and color 
should be consistent throughout Lakefront Neighborhood 
with the restrained use of different paving options to denote 
the different zones and uses of sidewalk areas by varying 
material, pattern, color, and/or texture. For example, where a 
sidewalk adjoins a plaza seating area, a change in paving type 
differentiates a movement zone from an area of rest.  Unlike 
the more uniform streetscape, hardscape areas within amenity 
spaces are encouraged to differ from and contrast with the 
typical sidewalk paving (see Amenity Space Types, pages 
75-83 for additional information and for criteria specific to 
Shared-Use Paths (SUP)).

Materials: 
Streetscape sidewalk shall be constructed of concrete or brick 
pavers, stone, exposed aggregate concrete, scored concrete,  or 
brushed concrete.  Porous pavement systems are encouraged 
where appropriate, however, pervious asphalt is not allowed for 
sidewalks. 

Details:  
Streetscape sidewalk materials shall meet or exceed all mobility 
and accessibility requirements.  Changes to paving material, 
pattern, color, and/or texture are encouraged between different 
zones and uses of the sidewalk, and, where an amenity space 
abuts the sidewalk.

Crosswalks

All new street intersections will include crosswalks to existing 
sidewalks or new sidewalks, except in limited situations, where 
there is no traffic control device. 

Crosswalks of a different paving material, texture, or color from 
the street paving material are encouraged for all crosswalks, 
particularly in areas of retail concentration.

It is envisioned that crosswalks throughout Downtown should 
be uniform in material.

Details: 
Crosswalk paving materials and textures should be chosen 
for ease of pedestrian movement, safety, and maintenance. 
Crosswalks shall conform to the Howard County Design Manual 
requirements and be a minimum of 8 feet wide, but typically 10 
feet wide.
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Street Design: Hardscape

STREET DESIGN

Bike Lanes

When included in a street section, bike lanes shall conform to 
the On-Road Bicycle Facilities criteria in Appendix A.2.

Vehicle Travel Lanes

Travel lanes in streets intended to be dedicated as public 
right-of-ways, either at the time of construction or at a future 
date, shall conform to the Howard County Design Manual 
requirements for paving materials and construction details 
unless appropriate waivers have been obtained. Where 
streets are to remain private (rather than dedicated public 
right-of-ways), alternative sustainable paving systems may 
be investigated, but shall be chosen for durability and ease 
of maintenance. On private streets designed for slow-vehicle 
speeds (with posted speeds of 25 mph or less), travel lanes 
should incorporate, where possible, areas of differentiated 
paving materials or colors and/or other design features that 
promote reduced vehicular travel speeds. All street travel 
lanes should be designed to accommodate both private and 
transit vehicles, as well as emergency equipment. For a three-
lane street section, where a center turn lane is incorporated, 
a change in paving material or color is encouraged to visually 
define the lane. 

Parallel Parking

Parallel parking paving shall be either consistent in material 
with the travel lane paving, or, differentiated through a change 
in material (preferred).  Additionally, an edge band denoting 
the border between the travel lane and parallel parking spaces 
is encouraged and can be differentiated by either color or  
material. Porous pavement systems are encouraged.

Materials: 
Parallel parking  shall be constructed of concrete or brick pavers, 
porous pavement, or asphalt. Lightly colored or high albedo 
materials for parallel parking paving are encouraged.
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LARGE TREES
GENUS SPECIES  COMMON NAME
Acer rubrum   Red Maple

‘Armstrong’
‘Autumn Flame’
‘Bowhall’
‘October Glory’
‘Red Sunset’

Acer saccharum  Sugar Maple
‘Green Mountain’ 
‘Legacy’

Aesculus hippocastanum ‘Baumann’ Baumann Horsechestnut
Celtis occidentalis  Common Hackberry
Fagus grandifolia  American Beech
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis Thornless Honeylocust

‘Imperial’
‘Shademaster’

Liriodendron tulipifera  Tulip Poplar
Liquidambar styraciflua ‘Rotundiloba’ Rotundiloba Sweetgum
Platanus x acerifolia  London Plane

‘Bloodgood’
‘Columbia’

Platanus occidentalis  Sycamore
Quercus alba   White Oak
Quercus bicolor  Swamp White Oak
Quercus coccinea  Scarlet Oak
Quercus phellos  Willow Oak
Quercus rubra  Northern Red Oak
Quercus velutina  Black Oak
Tilia americana ‘Redmond’ Redmond American Linden
Tilia cordata    Littleleaf Linden

‘Chancellor’
‘Greenspire’

Ulmus americana  American Elm
‘Princeton’
‘Valley Forge’

MEDIUM TREES
GENUS SPECIES  COMMON NAME
Amelanchier canadensis  Shadblow Serviceberry
Betula lenta   Sweet Birch
Betula nigra   River Birch
Cladrastis kentukea  Yellowwood
Nyssa sylvatica  Blackgum
Robinia pseudoacacia ‘Globe’ Globe Black Locust
Sorbus americana  Mountain Ash

SMALL TREES
GENUS SPECIES  COMMON NAME
Chionanthus virginicus  White Fringetree
Cercis canadensis  Eastern Redbud
Cornus alterniflora  Alternate-leaf Dogwood
Crataegus crusgalli ‘Inermis’ Thornless Cockspur -  
   Hawthorne
Carpinus caroliniana  Ironwood
Viburnum lentago  Nannyberry

Street Design: Landscape

Street Trees:

Street trees should be planted at regular intervals along streets 
appropriate to the particular character and function of the 
street. In general, trees should be planted 25 to 35 feet on center, 
but no more than 40 feet on center, or, to shade at least 40% of 
the sidewalk within 10 years. Variation in tree spacing may be 
appropriate in some circumstances, depending on location and 
adjacent uses, signage, building entries, underground utilities, 
and above ground structures. 

Within the Lakefront Neighborhood, along Little Patuxent 
Parkway, a second row of street trees in the Planting Zone is 
encouraged where space allows and where views to retail 
will not be obstructed, to further differentiate the Boulevard 
from other Street types (see pages 37-39). Along Sterrett 
Place, a double row of street trees is required for the Warfield 
Promenade (see pages 75-78)

Regularly spaced street trees are not required along the side of 
a Lakefront Neighborhood street that abuts a natural area.

Primary street trees of the same genus and species should be 
planted continuously and along both sides of an entire street 
(except for Street Type 3B sections which are unique/special 
and may vary).  However, Genus and species should differ from 
street to street to add variety and interest.  In some instances, 
where a natural change in species seems logical due to an 
adjoining amenity space, civic building, or other important 
feature, a change in species may be appropriate.  

From the list to the right, Large Trees should be used for the 
typical street trees; Medium and Small Trees should be used for 
medians.

Details:
Street trees should have straight, true trunks, limbed to 8 feet 
clear.  Multi-trunk trees are not recommended as street trees.  
Flowering street trees should be selected for areas where 
limited pedestrian and/or outdoor dining activity is anticipated 
to minimize the impact of bees, insects, and falling debris.
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Street Design: Landscape

Tree/Planting Pits

Tree/planting pits should be regularly spaced along the 
streetscape to include street trees.  Pits shall be a minimum 
of 25 square feet and a minimum of 4 feet wide; 5 feet by 8 
feet is recommended. These Tree/Planting Pits may serve as 
stormwater management facilities (see pages 56-59). In some 
instances, such as along residential streets or where limited 
pedestrian activity is anticipated, pits may be elongated to 
accommodate 2 or more trees.  

In addition to street trees, pits may be planted with preferably 
native, low ground cover and/or shrubs.  Planting pits may also 
be planted with perennials and annuals; again, native or adaptive 
plant species are encouraged.  Tall plantings that block visibility 
and create safety concerns shall be avoided.  Pits may be raised, 
with a 4 inch to 6 inch curb or border, or, they may be flush with the 
sidewalk.  They may include a low, 8- to 12-inch decorative fence 
(except for Street Type 3B sections which are unique/special and 
may vary).  The design should be consistent along  the street and 
for the entire block.  However, the design of pits may vary from 
block to block, as long as the primary street tree species remains 
constant along the street length and the rhythm is logical.  

Where tree grates are used in lieu of plantings, the minimum 25 
square feet is still required.  This area may include multiple tree 
grates that cover the planting pit, allowing for air and water 
circulation, while still accommodating intense pedestrian activity. 
In some instances, a portion of the square footage not covered by 
the tree grate may be permeable paving and/or hand set pavers 
or granite blocks with spacing that allows for water percolation. 
For additional criteria on tree grates, see page 65.

Foundation Planting

Along a street, where the foundation of a building does not have 
storefront and/or entry doors, such as a residential building or 
an office building with raised windows, foundation plantings 
are encouraged. Foundation plantings should complement 
the streetscape. Native shrubs, groundcover, perennials, 
and annuals are encouraged.  In some instances, if the space 
allows, small flowering trees may be permissible.  All plantings 
should be selected so that their mature height does not extend 
excessively above the ground level window sill.  Plants should 
be selected and placed within the planting area creating a 
layered composition with lower shrubs/groundcover at the 
sidewalk edge transitioning to taller shrubs near the building. 

See also Rainwater Planters-Building Edge, pages 60-61. 
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Street Design: Landscape

Rainwater Tree Pits

Rainwater tree pits, as illustrated on the facing page, can 
provide two advantages over the typical tree pit: tree 
longevity and stormwater infiltration.  Rainwater tree pits 
capture and infiltrate stormwater along a street. When 
combined with a structural grid (such as Silva Cells or other 
MDE approved system) the capacity to capture rainwater is 
increased, creating a cavity to store additional water while 
allowing tree root growth.  The structural grid supports the 
hardscape and pedestrian or vehicular loads above while 
keeping the soil around tree roots from compacting and 
stunting the growth of the tree.  

Details:  
Rainwater tree pits can be detailed in three ways, with tree 
grates, permeable pavers, or plant materials at the surface 
(see diagrams on the facing page).  The method should be 
chosen appropriate to the volume of pedestrian traffic, the 
surrounding materials, and soil conditions.
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Street Design: Landscape

Rainwater Planters - Street Edge:
Rainwater planters shall be used throughout the Lakefront 
Neighborhood as a means of capturing, treating, and returning 
rainwater to the ground or allowing for evaporation. Along 
streets, rainwater planters shall be incorporated to increase 
the permeability of the ground plane and capture stormwater 
runoff from paved areas.  These planters shall be integrated into 
the overall design of the streetscape.

Details:  
• Rainwater planters should be regularly spaced along the 

streetscape.  Rainwater planters shall be a minimum of 
25 square feet and a minimum of 4 feet wide; 5 feet by 8 
feet is recommended. Along residential streets or where 
limited pedestrian activity is anticipated, planters may be 
elongated.  

• Rainwater planters shall be recessed to accommodate 
stormwater collection, with a 4-6 inch curb or border, or; a 
low, 8-12 inch fence.

• The design should be consistent along the street and for 
the entire block.  However, the design of rainwater planters 
may vary from block to block, as long as the placement and 
rhythm is logical.  

• Narrow, street edge rainwater planters should have a more 
formal planting arrangement.

• Transition zones close to natural or restoration areas or 
amenity spaces should have a more informal planting plan 
arrangement.

• Utilize plant species native to Maryland and the Piedmont 
physiographic province (preferably native to Howard County).

• Choose plants that are tolerant of well-drained conditions, 
periods of drought, and periodic inundation, depending on 
the hydrologic design of the stormwater practice, per MDE 
regulations.

• Select shade tolerant, partial shade, or full sun tolerant 
species based on site location, orientation, and proximity to 
tree cover and buildings.

• Consider maintenance and management (weeding) when 
designing and allow for access needs.

• Consider plant height at maturity and include consideration 
for sight lines (e.g., vehicular and pedestrian), safety 
and security, access to sidewalks, and overhead height 
restrictions.

• Along the street edge, trees shall be limbed to 8 feet clear 
for visibility and safety.

• Design for complementary mixtures of foliage, to provide 
interest and contrast in form, texture, and color; Select 
plants that provide diverse seasonal color and texture, as 
well as fragrance. 
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Street Design: Landscape

Rainwater Planters - Building Edge:

Rainwater planters shall be used throughout the Lakefront 
Neighborhood as a means of capturing, treating, and returning 
rainwater to the ground or allowing for evaporation.  Along 
the building edge, rainwater planters shall be incorporated 
to increase the permeability of the ground plane and capture 
stormwater runoff from paved areas.  These planters shall be 
integrated into the overall design of the streetscape and the 
architecture.

Details:  
• Rainwater planters shall be a minimum of 25 square feet 

and a minimum of 4 feet wide. 
• Rainwater planters shall be recessed to accommodate 

stormwater collection, with a 4-6 inch curb or border, or; a 
low, 8-12 inch fence.

• Utilize plant species native to Maryland and the Piedmont 
physiographic province (preferably native to Howard 
County).

• Choose plants that are tolerant of well-drained conditions, 
periods of drought, and periodic inundation, depending on 
the hydrologic design of the stormwater practice, per MDE 
regulations.

• Select shade tolerant, partial shade, or full sun tolerant 
species based on site location, orientation, and proximity to 
tree cover and buildings.

• Consider maintenance and management (weeding) when 
designing and allow for access needs.

• Consider plant height at maturity and include consideration 
for sight lines (e.g., vehicular and pedestrian), safety 
and security, access to sidewalks, and overhead height 
restrictions.

 • Select plants with a mature height that does not extend 
excessively above the ground level window sill.  

 • Consider geometric forms of plantings to compliment the 
structural design.  

• Design for complementary mixtures of foliage, to provide 
interest and contrast in form, texture, and color; Select 
plants that provide diverse seasonal color and texture, as 
well as fragrance. 

 • Design for distinct pockets or groupings of color, height, 
and texture; include showy floral perennials as visual focal 
points near entrances and gathering areas.

 • When appropriate, a hedge can be created with upslope 
shrubs (requires regular pruning).
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Street Design: Street Furnishings

Transit Shelters

Shelters should be included at all existing transit stops 
and planned at all future transit stops within the Lakefront 
Neighborhood.  As part of the street furnishings, transit shelters  
should be consistent with the neighborhood street furnishings 
aesthetic.  However, opportunities for transit shelters to serve 
as public art pieces are strongly encouraged (see below).

Materials:  Transit shelters shall be constructed of long-life, 
durable materials.  Green roofs, white, or light material,  may be 
used to meet sustainability goals.  However, for transit shelters 
also serving as public art, other materials may be approved.

Details:  Shelters may be either pre-fabricated or custom-
designed, however if custom-designed, they shall be designed 
to correspond to and complement the architectural character 
of the neighborhood.  Minimally, a structure shall provide a 
roof and seating for patrons.  Waste and recycling receptacles 
shall be located adjacent to all transit stop structures.  The final 
locations of transit shelters shall be determined at the time of 
Site Development Plan approval and are subject to Howard 
County approval.  
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Street Design: Street Furnishings

Benches, Tables, and Chairs    

Outdoor seating is an important element in a vibrant, urban 
neighborhood, providing places for social interaction and 
recreation.  When outdoor seating is comfortable, clean, 
and convenient, visitors will be encouraged to stay and 
enjoy Downtown. Benches along the street edge that 
are part of the street furnishings shall be uniform and 
consistent throughout Downtown. Benches, tables and 
chairs belonging to commercial tenants shall be unique 
and expressive of the overall composition and character 
of the building or storefront. In particular, restaurants 
are encouraged to select furniture which reflects their 
individual design. Opportunities for benches to serve as 
public art pieces are strongly encouraged. 

Materials:  Benches along the street edge that are part of 
the street furnishings shall be metal (aluminum, steel, or 
cast iron) and consistent in material, style, and color with 
the other street furnishings, including street lights, transit 
shelters, bollards, and trash/recycling receptacles. Benches, 
tables and chairs belonging to commercial tenants  shall be 
metal (aluminum, steel, or cast iron), a combination of wood 
and metal, stone, or other durable material.  Materials with 
a high percentage (75% or more) of recycled content are 
encouraged.  For benches also serving as public art, other 
materials may be approved.   

Details:  Benches should be surface-mountable or able to 
be embedded in paving. Tables and chairs may be either 
permanently placed/mounted or moveable.
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Street Design: Street Furnishings

Pots and Planters
    
Pots and planters should add interest, color, and 
pedestrian scale to the streetscape.  Low-maintenance 
planters with perennial and annual plantings are highly 
encouraged throughout Lakefront Neighborhood, but shall 
be appropriate to the overall design of the streetscape.  
Moveable pots and planters shall be used where permanent 
planters may limit the versatility and use of a sidewalk area. 

Details:  Pots and planters shall be of a durable, low 
maintenance material.  Materials with a high percentage 
(75% or more) of recycled content are encouraged. Pots 
and planters shall not impede pedestrian circulation or 
block visibility.

Fencing and Site Walls
    
Fences and site walls can be used to define private spaces, 
mediate grade, and conceal parking, loading, service, and 
trash areas. 

Materials:
Fences and gates within the Streetscape Zone shall be 
metal (aluminum, steel, or cast iron) and consistent in 
material, style, and color with the other street furnishings, 
including street lights, transit shelters, benches, and trash/
recycling receptacles. Chain link fencing (except where 
required by law of for temporary security), barbed wire, 
and paneled materials are not permitted. Fences and gates 
located beyond the Streetscape Zone shall be unique and 
expressive of the overall composition and character of the 
related building or amenity space (see Section 4.0 Amenity 
Space on pages 71-95 or Section 5.0 Architecture on pages 
97-127). 

Site walls shall use materials, patterns, and colors consistent 
with the surrounding streetscape materials and, if visible 
from streets or amenity space view, should be brick, pre-
cast, cast stone, or vegetated screen wall. Straight-faced 
block retaining wall may also be used if site condition 
warrant.

Details:
Fence terminal posts (at corners, opening, and ends) shall 
be wider and taller than other posts. 
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Street Design: Street Furnishings

Bollards

Bollards shall be used along streets primarily to protect 
pedestrians from vehicles, but may also be used to add 
visual interest and provide ground-level lighting. 

Materials:
Bollards along the street edge that are part of the street 
furnishings shall be metal (aluminum, steel, or cast iron) 
and consistent in material, style, and color with the other 
street furnishings, including street lights, transit shelters, 
benches, and trash/recycling receptacles. Bollards 
belonging to commercial tenants shall be unique and 
expressive of the overall composition and character of 
the building or storefront and shall be of a durable, low 
maintenance material. 

Details:  
Bollards may be permanent or removable, depending 
on the desired limits of access.  Removable bollards are 
recommended where possible in order to provide maximum 
flexibility.  

Tree grates

Tree grates are appropriate along streets with high 
pedestrian traffic.  In the Lakefront Neighborhood, tree 
grates are recommended for use near transit stops, plazas, 
and other appropriate locations.  

Materials:  As part of the streetscape, tree grates shall 
be consistent throughout Downtown and consistent in 
material, style, and color with the other street furnishings, 
including street lights, transit shelters, bollards, and trash/
recycling receptacles. Tree grates shall be metal (steel or 
cast iron).  Materials with a high percentage (75% or more) 
of recycled content are encouraged.

Details:  Tree grates shall be properly maintained and 
cleaned for the safety of visitors and for the welfare of the 
trees they protect.
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Waste/Recycling Stations 
 
Waste and recycling receptacles shall be coupled together 
and shall be conveniently located along all streets. 
   
Materials:  Trash/recycling receptacles along the street 
edge that are part of the street furnishings shall be metal 
(aluminum, steel, or cast iron) and consistent in material, 
style, and color with the other street furnishings, including 
street lights, transit shelters, benches, and bollards. Trash/
recycling receptacles belonging to commercial tenants  
shall be metal (aluminum, steel, or cast iron), a combination 
of wood and metal, or other durable material.  Materials 
with a high percentage (75% or more) of recycled content 
are encouraged.  

Details:  For sanitation purposes, receptacles shall have a 
rain guard over the main opening and shall conceal the 
main recycling or trash container. 

Smoking Receptacles

A non-smoking environment should be a goal of the 
Lakefront Neighborhood; however, proper disposal of 
tobacco products is necessary to avoid littering and fire 
hazards.  

Materials:  Smoking receptacles shall be metal.

Details:  In most instances, smoking receptacles shall 
be placed adjacent to or nearby waste receptacles.  Any 
exterior designated smoking areas shall be located at least 
25 feet away from building entries, outdoor air intakes, and 
operable windows.
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Street Design: Street Furnishings

Bicycle Racks
    
Bike racks shall be installed along streets to promote 
cycling as a means of travel.  Locations of bike racks are 
contingent on site conditions and placement should refer 
to Appendix A.3, Shared-Use Path Guidelines.  In all cases, 
bike racks should be located without interfering with 
pedestrian movement and building and retail entrance 
areas. Additionally, particpation in the Howard County 
Bikeshare program, with stations locted within the 
Lakefront Neighborhood, should be considered.

Materials:
Bike racks along the street edge that are part of the 
street furnishings shall be metal (aluminum or steel) and 
consistent in material, style, and color with the other 
street furnishings, including street lights, transit shelters, 
benches, and trash/recycling receptacles. Bike racks 
belonging to commercial tenants or a residential building 
shall be unique and expressive of the overall composition 
and character of the building or storefront.  

Details:  
Bike racks shall be permanently installed. 

* See Appendix A.2 On-Road Bicycle Facilities for 
additional criteria. 
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Street Design: Street Lights

Street lights shall be selected and placed to create an even 
rhythm and consistent, safe light levels along streets. Street 
lights shall be selected with the consideration of being used 
as the standard fixture throughout Downtown.  As such, 
street light types shall be selected with the developer, the 
County, and BGE participation.  The County will have final 
approval. Pedestrian-scaled street lights of approximately 
14 to 22 feet in height are encouraged; although, higher 
poles up to 30 feet in height may be required to adequately 
light wider street intersections to provide additional 
illumination at crosswalks for safety.  Light levels and quality 
of light should be appropriate for the street type, character, 
and use.  Lighting should be selected from a family of 
the same design-related fixtures (except for Street Type 3B 
sections which are unique/special and may vary and include 
catenary lights and/or other  specialty lighting solutions).

Materials:  
All light poles should be fiberglass.  If metal poles are desired 
by the developer, breakaway bases will be required.  All 
lighting fixtures are encouraged to be Dark Sky compliant, 
as defined by the International Dark Sky Association (IDA). 
LED fixtures are recommended with a target wattage in 
the range of 70 to 100 watts for the pedestrian-scaled light 
pole locations.  Higher wattage fixtures may be used on the 
30’ pole locations.

Details:
The location layout of all street lights installed in the County 
right-of-ways will be determined by Howard County DPW/
Traffic Engineering.  Street lights installed on private roadways 
or in private areas adjacent to any roadways will be determined 
by the developer and/or BGE with the County’s input regarding 
any glare issues onto the public roadways.  Banners can be 
integrated, where appropriate, but are recommended mainly 
on the 30’ pole locations. 

At Site Development Plan (SDP) level, street tree placement will 
be reviewed by the County to ensure adequate light levels are 
maintained with consideration of the street tree mature height, 
canopy, and foliage density.  Street lights shall be located first, 
followed by street trees, and finally street furnishings.
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Overview

The amenity spaces within Downtown Columbia are integral components of the overall plan and include plazas, squares, 
greens, mews, promenades, parks and playgrounds, as well as preserved natural areas. From Columbia’s inception, 
Downtown has been envisioned as a setting of natural beauty, with Lake Kittamaqundi and Symphony Woods Park as 
major attractions within an extensive open space network that serves and connects to all of Columbia. New components 
of the open space system will create public gathering spaces; provide ideal locations for public art, seating, fountains, 
and planting; preserve and restore existing streams, wetlands, and woodlands; offer locations for passive and active 
recreation; establish a Community Commons for each neighborhood; and contribute to the overall character and success 
of the Downtown.  For additional information on the Lakefront Neighborhood amenity space network, see 1.3 The Vision 
for Lakefront Neighborhood,  page 6.
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AMENITY SPACE

Purpose

The primary purpose of the Amenity Space Criteria for the Lakefront Neighborhood is to guide the design and character 
of amenity spaces, both primary and secondary, that will be used by the public.  The new amenity spaces in the Lakefront 
Neighborhood, and all neighborhoods, should be designed as a system of places that link to one another and to nearby 
neighborhoods through a kit of parts as outlined in this document. Variations in amenity space type, size, use, and 
design should occur within each neighborhood and from neighborhood to neighborhood. The design and character 
of the Lakefront Neighborhood amenity spaces should support the vision established for the neighborhood (see the 
Introduction, 1.3 Vision, p. 5-9).

Sustainability Goals

One of the objectives of the development of Downtown Columbia amenity spaces is to create attractive spaces and 
landscape features that increase biodiversity and provide fresh air and shade from the sun to meet sustainability goals. 
Using native plants and reducing turf grass and other water intensive plants, reduces the need for potable water for 
irrigation and supports native birds and pollinators of the mid-Atlantic region.  Stormwater runoff will be reduced and 
improved before leaving the site through best management practices, such as rainwater planters, bioswales, and porous 
pavement, reducing impurities from stormwater before it drains into the Chesapeake Bay.  Trees and plants should be 
selected and sited to encourage pedestrian use by providing shade and resting areas.  Finally, vegetation in amenity 
spaces should be selected and managed to foster health by limiting the use of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers.  
Landscaping in amenity spaces should be designed and managed to foster sustainable landscape management practices.

Primary sustainability measures for the amenity spaces include:
• Create spaces for active and passive recreation to promote human health and well being.
• For stormwater runoff quality and groundwater recharge, consider using rainwater tree pits, rainwater planters, 

porous pavement, and vegetated buffer areas.  Groundwater recharge is encouraged. 
• Limit potable water use in landscape areas; consider harvesting rainwater or filtered grey water from the building for 

landscape irrigation.  Use native and adaptive plants, and, amend and maintain soil health to retain water. 
• Maximize site design to reduce building heating and cooling energy use; provide desirable landscape microclimates 

using landscaping trees within 30 feet of the south facing building facade where practical; and create a diversity of 
sun and shade areas in amenity spaces.

• Reduce environmental impacts from landscape and site energy; consider reducing energy use by at least 15% from 
base-line energy use.

• Create a green infrastructure network through urban forestry, soil health conservation, integrated stormwater 
management, and patches of native habitat.

For reference, the Downtown Columbia Sustainability Program and Guidelines, as developed for the Downtown-wide 
Design Guidelines, can be found in Appendix A1.

Components 

The Amenity Space Criteria include General Provisions that provide guidance for all of the amenity spaces within the 
Lakefront Neighborhood. The Amenity Space Framework Diagram shows recommended locations for the amenity 
spaces in the Lakefront Neighborhood.  The Amenity Space Types provide definitions and design criteria as well as 
illustrative examples.  The Material and Element Standards include criteria for the following components of amenity 
spaces:  hardscape, landscape, site furnishings, and lighting.

See also Appendix A.4 Downtown Community Commons Policy, for additional Secondary Amenity Space 
requirements.
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General Provisions

The following general provisions apply to all external amenity spaces.
 1. Sustainability shall be a primary criteria in the design and maintenance of all amenity spaces.

 2.  Stormwater will be treated using Environmental Site Design (ESD) practices to the Maximum Extent Practical 
(MEP).  In general, the landscape as a whole will be employed as a means of reducing stormwater volumes, 
filtering runoff and recharging groundwater through infiltration practices where possible.  If inadequate area is 
available within the landscape for meeting the ESD volume, rainwater harvesting represents a possible alternative 
for capturing the difference to meet the MEP.  Water stored within cisterns will be managed in accordance with 
MDE criteria.  Elaborating on the proportion of water being used or required is best left for Site Development 
Plan when footprints and water demands are better known, computations can be presented and ESD concepts 
developed. 

 3. Amenity spaces should be open and visible, designed to invite people of various ages and mobility.
 4. Amenity spaces should not be overly designed with structures and landscaping that block visibility to storefronts, 

public art, or important vistas.
 5. Amenity spaces should be designed with consideration for adjacent building heights and sun angles during 

different seasons of the year; plant species should be selected based on site-specific sun exposure.
 6. Amenity spaces should be designed for their intended function, i.e., plazas should be designed with adequate 

amounts of hardscape to accommodate large groups of people, and, large greens/parks should not include 
excessive amounts of hardscape areas that will generally appear unoccupied and uninviting.

 7. Amenity spaces should provide for a variety of seating locations, orientations, and arrangements, including 
secondary seating in the form of steps, planters, and walls.

 8. Place seating where sitters can watch passersby.
 9. Seating walls should be approximately 16-18 inches in height.
 10.  Paving materials and installation methods should take accessibility needs into consideration.
 11. Frame views from amenity spaces, where appropriate, to visually link to other areas of Downtown.
 12. Amenity spaces shall be maintained by the property owner or pursuant to a maintenance agreement.
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AMENITY SPACE

The primary amenity space types in Downtown Columbia include:

Green:  Greens are large and small spaces available for public use and enjoyment and are typically, but not required 
to be, defined by building frontages and/or streets. Greens typically consist of more planted landscape areas rather 
than paved hardscape areas but include paths or sidewalks for pedestrian crossings. Greens are typically informal in 
their design and help create an identity for areas of the neighborhood outside the core. Greens are spaces for public 
leisure and informal programming.

Promenade:  A promenade is an extended and often celebrated walkway typically providing a formal connection 
between important destinations, used for spontaneous and active recreation.  Promenades often, with some 
exception, align edges of streets, lawn areas, and/or lakes and watercourses and may include tree allees, gathering 
areas (plazas along the promenade), small structures, rails (at edges of water), benches, public art, lighting, and 
decorative paving and stairs. Views should be framed rather than blocked by plantings or structures. Promenades 
may be designed to facilitate small outdoor events such as festivals, seasonal markets and vendors, and street 
performers as well as outdoor dining. Provisions for lighting, sound, and similar infrastructure needs should be 
considered. 

Plazas: Plazas are public amenity spaces, typically located at important intersections, trailheads, between buildings 
along a street or sidewalk, and/or adjacent to important commercial or civic buildings. These spaces are intended 
as civic gathering spaces and can be used formally or informally by the public.  Generally, plazas are circumscribed 
on all sides by building frontages and/or streets. Plazas may contain large areas of hardscape, as well as, furniture, 
public art, fountains, and trees. Often located at the core of the neighborhood and intended for large gatherings and 
events, provisions within plazas for lighting, sound, and similar infrastructure needs should be considered.

Natural Areas:  Natural areas are reserved for the protection and enhancement of environmental resources including 
lakes, streams, wetlands, buffers, woodlands, steep slopes, floodplain, and similar environmentally-sensitive areas 
that often will connect to the aforementioned Amenity Spaces. The largest and most significant natural areas in 
Downtown Columbia include the Little Patuxent River and Lake Kittamaqundi.  Certain areas may be conducive 
to recreation including hiking, jogging, and biking and may help to link to the Downtown amenity space network. 
Additionally, trails and Shared-Use Paths (SUPs) within the Lakefront Neighborhood will help to connect the various 
development parcels separated by natural areas.  

See Appendix A.4 Downtown Community Commons Policy, for additional Secondary Amenity Space 
requirements.

Per Exhibit G, Primary Amenity Space Framework Diagram, from the Downtown Columbia Plan, the following Primary 
Amenity spaces are required in the Lakefront Neighborhood. Amenity Space square foot (sf ) area is calculated from face 
of curb to face of building and includes walkways, fountains, public art, and similar elements, but excludes any drive 
lanes intended for vehicular use.

• Warfield Promenade  no minimum area requirement
• Wincopin Green                     4,100 sf  (0.09 acres)
• Lakefront Terrace   43,500 sf (1.00 acres) 
• Lakefront Connection  area requirement to be based on a 
     linear distance percentage of 68,600 sf  
  

A minimum of 5% Net New Downtown Community Commons shall be provided, per Section 125.A.9.g.4 of the Howard 
County Zoning Ordinance.  The 5% Community Commons may be a combination of both Primary and Secondary Amenity 
Spaces. Final locations and configuration will be determined at the Site Development (SDP) phase.

 




