
 

   
 

       
             MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION BOARD   

  MINUTES    January 24, 2023 6:00 pm   

Members  
Present:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Larry Schoen, Chair  
Ted Cochran, Vice Chair  
Monica Simon  
Alice Giles 
Phillip Dodge 
Marlene Hendler 
Phil Scherer 
 
  
 
 
 

   
Staff:  

  
Bruce Gartner, Executive Secretary 
Allison Calkins, Office of Transportation  
Carrie Anderson-Watters, Office of Transportation  
Shirl Rogers, Office of Transportation  
Chris Eatough, Office of Transportation  
David Cookson, Office of Transportation  
Patrick Smith, Office of Transportation 
Kris Singleton, Department of Public Works 
Terri Hansen, Office on Aging & Independence 
 
  

        
Members 
Excused:  

David Drasin  
Shahriar Etemadi  
 

Members  
of the  
Public:  

Scott Harris, Toole Design 
 

  
  

1. Approval of Agenda for Meeting – Chairperson Schoen 
 
The draft agenda for the meeting was presented for approval. The agenda was approved 
unanimously.  

2. Approval of December 13, 2022, Meeting Minutes 
 
The draft minutes amended for the December meeting were presented for approval. In addition, 
some of the language was strengthened around the development report. Alice Giles made a 
motion to approve the December meeting minutes, and Monica Simon seconded. The minutes 
were passed with one abstention.  

 
3. Public Comment – General Topics 

 
No members of the public provided any comments. 

4. Office of Transportation Updates 
a. New Staff: 

i. The vacancies are now filled.  
ii. Connor Jett joined the Office of Transportation. Connor as a planning specialist 1 

and has been with the County in another job for four years.  
iii. The work is being split across the individuals to work with people’s strengths.  

b. Transit Procurement Update (Bus Stop Improvements, Transit Management): 
i. Bruce Gartner reported that Colossal was the contractor dealing with the bus stop 

improvement program. There will be two new vendors in the next year.  
ii. The significant procurement underway is for the transit management contract. A 

document was sent to members for viewing. There will be a pre-bid meeting with 
interested parties, and the bid period will close on February 22nd. Chris Wells will 
assist with the procurement. The procurement will be of two people, and the 
supporting functions around collective bargaining, legal support, and individuals 
in the back offices.  
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c. FY 2023 Congressional Earmarks: 
i. The South Entrance Trail received federal funding through the FY 2023 

appropriations bill that was passed on December 23rd.  
ii. Updates will be provided as the funding becomes available. 

iii. This is for the section of the trail from South Entrance Road to Steven’s Forest 
Road.  

iv. It was asked if the design was currently at 60%. It was confirmed that this was 
the case, primarily due to the procurement of design services.  

v. The other earmark was procuring four buses for Montgomery County and 
Howard County. It will take some time to finalize the procurement.  

d. County Executive listening sessions on 1-25-23 and 2-1-23 
i. Bruce Gartner reported that the county executive would have listening sessions to 

kick off his second term. The links were provided in the email. 
e. Active Transportation Open House at Elkridge Library on 2-21-23 

i. Elkridge Library had an excellent turnout for the listening session, so it should be 
a good place for the open house.  

 
5. Downtown Columbia – DTC Partnership Walk Audit Pedestrian Improvement Action Plan 

– Scott Harris, Toole Design 
 

a. Process:  
i. Scott Harris was introduced. Phillip Dodge was also a major part of the 

organization of the project. Phillip Dodge reported that the mall area, the 
lakefront, and the connections were focused on. Currently, the plan is in the first 
stage.  

ii. The intention for this is to use it as guidance for property owners downtown. So, 
this would be more of a suggestion but not a requirement. 

iii. Scott Harris introduced himself as a planner with Toole Design. He stated that 
the project began in late September of last year. The draft is finalized, and a final 
draft will be sent out. 

iv. He gave a background for the project. The idea was to conduct walk audits to 
observe existing pedestrian conditions. The overall goal was to continue 
downtown Columbia’s progress to becoming the walkable urban center that has 
been envisioned.  

v.  There were two stakeholder walks and a final walk with the Howard County 
Staff. The most extensive discussion points were included in the final walk. 

b. Existing Conditions: 
i. An online survey was used to collect site-specific feedback from the community.   

ii. The biggest hotspot was along the West Mall Road due to a lot of retail and 
development. However, there were a few clusters of key points. 

iii. General observations included the mall entry right of way with conflict T-
junctions, mall parking entrances with the density of driveways, and increased 
roadway widths.  

c. Draft Recommendations: 
i. The recommendations included crosswalk placement, curb ramps, roadway 

width, and leading pedestrian intervals. It would involve marked crosswalks at 
every intersection, each leg of an intersection having a marked pedestrian 
crossing and marked crossings across driveways. In addition, ADA-compliant 
curb ramps should be placed at every intersection and driveway. Special attention 
should be given to ensuring that streets are not widened if not necessary and 
working with the government. Finally, it was recommended to encourage 
walking by giving “automatic” walk signals.  

ii. The type of improvement and the timeframe categorized the recommendations.  
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iii. Concepts were used to try to illustrate some future conditions, and they were 
presented. The first concept was the West Mall Road. There was a narrow and 
unprotected bike lane and a sidewalk only on one side of the street. The concept 
involved a new sidewalk, improved driveways, additional crossing opportunities, 
protected bike lanes, mid-block crossing, and a narrowed roadway. In contrast, 
the Sterret Place concept involved a short-term solution, including curve 
extensions. In addition, the sidewalk would be widened, and pedestrian signals 
added. It would provide predictability to the intersection.  

iv. Kris Singleton stated he thought the Mall Road concept was a great idea and 
asked if there was thought given to a more aggressive recommendation, for 
example, with zones for just bikes and pedestrians. Scott Harris liked his ideas 
and stated it would be a good concept for consideration in the future.  

v. In response to Terri Hansen’s question, Scott confirmed a traffic study was not 
done. However, he reported that they did learn a lot from the walk audits that 
were done.  

vi. The automatic recall was suggested in the report, meaning that any time the light 
was green in the direction planned to walk, there would be a walk signal without 
having to press a button.  

vii. Scott Harris reported that he had not seen any of the scooter data.  
viii. Larry Schoen asked what the level was of consistency in the draft report and the 

revised streets design manual. Scott Harris reported that he had not had time to 
think about it. Christopher Eatough reported that the lead pedestrian intervals and 
recall are now in the design manual. 

ix. It was discussed that resources were a large factor in these concepts.  
x. Phillip Dodge stated that it would be welcomed if MTB wanted to put together 

feedback.  
xi. Scott Harris reported that he hoped to receive comments back by the end of the 

week. Slightly longer would be okay as well. Everyone could put their comments 
in a single document to send to him if possible. Larry Schoen and Ted Cochran 
will then send them to Scott Harris.   

 
6. Development Review – David Cookson 

 
David Cookson gave an update on the new development projects: 

i. Provided an update on future meetings that might be of interest to the MTB. 
ii. Highlands/Lyhus Property project: The road classification was changed private 

road and due to the change in road type, the applicant was asked to provide e a 
bike and pedestrian connection.   

iii. The Mall in Columbia/Bridge Demolition: Provided an updated on previous staff 
comments with the new comment to provide a stair and a connection to the  
intersection to the north. The intersection to the north is being redone as part of 
another development project.  

iv. Highland View Subdivision: Staff provided update on comment to provide 
sidewalks.  

v. Blandair Park Phase 6: Staff provided information on comments to revise the 
material at the overflow parking entrance since cars would drive over a pathway 
to access the parking area. A MTB member asked if a raised crosswalk would be 
allowed since there would not be a lot of car traffic. David Cookson reported that 
he would look at the design manual.  

vi. Primrose School: Staff provided their comments to install bike parking, sidewalk 
on the frontage, and continue the sidewalk to connect to the shopping center.  

vii. Erickson – Oxford Hills: Staff outlined the scale of the 1400+ unit senior living 
project and the proposed public amenities along MD 108.Sparrows Landing: 
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There were some bike recommendations built into the plan. The comments were 
still being considered.  

 
7. Proposed MTB Motion regarding removal of the pedestrian bridge – Christopher Eatough 

a. The crossing improvements and switchback pathways were presented. The staff has 
reviewed this, and the goal is to ensure a good connection that is convenient, safe, and 
accommodates all users. Board members expressed that  it is important for the 
remediation to be done prior to the bridge being removed so that there is no loss of 
pedestrian access.  

b. Ted Cochran made a motion to approve the proposed MTB motion regarding removing 
the pedestrian bridge, and Marlene Hendler seconded. The motion passed with one 
abstention. The approved motion reads: 

 

The Howard County Multimodal Transportation Board recommends the following mediations regarding 
the removal of the pedestrian bridge over Little Patuxent Parkway between the Columbia Mall and the 
Columbia Lakefront. These are in addition to the mediations that are currently proposed:  

1. Provide steps as a direct pedestrian option for any switchback pathway provided. This is shown 
on the map below as “steps”. 

2. Provide a pedestrian/bike pathway on the west side of Little Patuxent Parkway to complete the 
connection between the Whole Foods entrance road and Wincopin Circle North. This is shown in 
green on the map below. 

Timing of mediations is critical. Barring emergency bridge closure for public safety, mediations should be 
provided in advance of bridge closure so that there is no lapse in safety and convenience for pedestrians 
and cyclists.  

In addition, the County should pursue options to implement a signalized pedestrian crossing of Little 
Patuxent Parkway and Wincopin Circle North intersection in advance of bridge demolition.    
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8. Future Meeting Items 
 

a. Complete Streets Implementation Updates – Ongoing 
b. EScooter/bike share next steps (February 2023) 
c. State Transportation Priority Letter Update (February 2023) 
d. County Capital Improvement Program (CIP) Outlook (March 2023) 
e. Howard County Transit Development Plan (March 2023) 
f. Update on Baltimore Metropolitan Council/BRTB programs and projects 
g. US I Updates (early 2023) 

 
Next month, a scooter report will be given. More statistics and summaries will be provided, including the 
transportation priority letter process that is beginning. The state budget was introduced last Friday, and 
the governor set aside $500 million in general fund money to support any additional transportation 
investments the new secretary will want to make. There was also funding for the Transportation Systems 
Maintenance Operation for the I-70/US40 corridor. Nothing changed dramatically. There was funding for 
bike-pedestrian studies. The priority letter process is where the priorities are submitted to MDOT by April 
1st. An update will be given in February.  
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 7:42 pm.  
 
Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be on February 28, 2023, at 6:00 pm.  

 
Bruce Gartner 

        Executive Secretary 


