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information contained in this document is for planning purposes and should not be used for final design of any project. All results, 
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on existing conditions that are subject to change. Further analysis and engineering design are necessary prior to implementing any of the 
recommendations contained herein.
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introduction

Project Background
The Downtown Columbia Partnership (DTC), as part of its work 
transforming Downtown Columbia into a walkable, urban town 
center, convened a series of stakeholder walks in Downtown 
Columbia in Fall 2022 to observe existing pedestrian conditions, 
discuss potential infrastructure improvements to make Downtown 
Columbia more walkable, and build consensus on the scope and 
timing of future improvements. To supplement this information, 
DTC conducted a stakeholder engagement survey that focused on the 
pedestrian experience of Downtown Columbia residents and visitors.

This report documents observations from the initial site visit, 
stakeholder walks, and online stakeholder engagement survey. 
it concludes with a set of design recommendations organized by 
geographic area and intended to provide a list of actionable items 
which DTC and its partners can use to guide their efforts in realizing a 
more walkable Downtown Columbia.

Site Visit
As part of the planning process ahead of the stakeholder walks, the 
Project Team visited Downtown Columbia on September 29, 2022, to 
collect detailed information and experience walking conditions in 
the downtown area. The Project Team walked streets in Downtown 
Columbia to observe pedestrian conditions and areas of potential 
concern identified by community residents. Staff from Howard 
County Transporation Department and DTC also participated in this 
site visit. Results of the site visit were used to plan each stakeholder 
walk and helped to inform the recommendations in this report.

Figure 1: Stakeholder walk participants along Symphony Woods Road (top) 

 and the mall road (bottom).
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Stakeholder Walks
The project team organized and led two stakeholder walks in mid-
October 2022. Participants were invited by DTC and consisted of local 
area stakeholders including elected officials, committeepersons, 
county staff, commercial property owners, and  Columbia residents.

Stakeholder Walk 1
The first walk was held on October 19, 2022, focusing on the mall ring 
road adjacent to The Mall in Columbia, a regional indoor shopping 
mall with additional outdoor shopping and dining components.

Stakeholder Walk 2
The second walk was held October 27, 2022, and included the 
Merriweather District, an emerging mixed-use neighborhood south 
of Merriweather Post Pavilion, and Little Patuxent Parkway east of 
the Mall bordering the Lakefront District. 

County Agency Walk
A final walk was held with additional stakeholders from Howard 
County government on November 10, 2022, and included an abridged, 
combined route revisiting key components of the two prior walks.

Figure 2: Stakeholder walk routes.
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Survey
An online survey allowing participants to share ideas, identify issues, 
and highlight opportunities and concerns in Downtown Columbia 
was developed and active from October 5, 2022 to November 15, 
2022. The survey asked a series of questions regarding participants’ 
primary reasons for visiting Downtown Columbia, travel methods, 
and typical frequency of visits. 

Participants were invited to drop points on an interactive map to 
document location-specific ideas, concerns, likes, and dislikes related 
to walking in Downtown Columbia. Responses were recorded and 
evaluated on an ongoing basis during the survey period to inform 
walking routes for each stakeholder walk and final recommendations. 

Key Observations
The survey results identified points throughout the study area with 
areas of higher concentration around the west Mall Road (Gramercy 
Place to Broken Land Parkway), Little Patuxent Parkway (Wincopin 
Circle to Swift Stream Place), Symphony Woods Road and South 
Entrance Road, and Merriweather Drive and Valencia Lane. 

Comments made on the map closely align with the observations 
made during the site visit and stakeholder walks. Along the Mall 
Road, many comments note excessive motor vehicle speeds, lack of 
pedestrian crossings, and narrow sidewalks. There were also concerns 
regarding poor curbside management including double parking in 
front of retail areas. 

Along Little Patuxent Parkway there were many comments about 
the lack of a sidewalk on the west side of the roadway. There was 
also a high volume of comments voicing concern about the lack of 
accessible crossings, given the fact that the existing pedestrian bridge 
does not present an accessible alternative. A few comments about a 
lack of adequate bicycle facilities were also received. 

The intersection of Symphony Woods Road and South Entrance Road 

was identified as having signage issues leading to dangerous driving 
behaviors that put pedestrians at a higher risk. Many comments 
stated that cars often ignore No Left Turn signage as well as speeding 
through the intersection to make a u-turn without yielding. Along 
Merriweather Drive and Valencia Drive, there were many concerns 
about missing crossings across parking lots, as well as a blind spot 
outside of a parking garage that puts pedestrians at risk.

Figure 3: Heatmap showing the concentration of location-specific responses received 

via the online survey.
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Downtown Columbia
This chapter reviews existing conditions in Downtown Columbia. it 
includes reference to existing plans reviewed, general observations 
from the site visit, and a discussion of the pedestrian network in 
Downtown Columbia today.

Existing Pedestrian Plans
WalkHoward: Moving Forward
First approved in 2007, and updated in 2019, WalkHoward plans 
for a future in which walking in Howard County is treated as a 
form of transportation, and not only recreation. The plan includes 
recommendations for Downtown Columbia including addition of 
new sidewalks and improvements to existing sidewalks throughout 
the downtown area.

Downtown Columbia Plan
The Downtown Columbia Plan was first approved in 2010 and 
amended in 2016. The Plan provides a 30-year framework for 
achieving a future in which Downtown becomes a vibrant, walkable 
town center at the heart of Columbia with excellent pedestrian and 
bicycle connections to surrounding neighborhoods.

ExiSTiNG V. FuTuRE
Today, roughly twelve years after adoption of the plan, progress 
continues towards the walkable mixed-use downtown envisioned in 
the Plan. A number of mixed-use residential and retail projects have 
been constructed, others are actively under construction, and still 
more are planned to break ground in the near future. Despite this 
progress, the area today remains largely auto-oriented with several 
wide, high-speed streets and extensive surface and structured 
parking, which can diminish the pedestrian experience. Pedestrian 

conditions are improving, but areas still lack essential infrastructure 
for walking and wheeling, including sidewalks on both sides of the 
street, formalized crosswalks, pedestrian signals, and accessible curb 
ramps.

Figure 4: Downtown Columbia Plan illustrative Master Plan 
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General Observations
Mall Entry Right-of-Way
At most intersections in Downtown Columbia where a public road 
meets the mall entry road—often at a “T” style intersection—
incoming motor vehicle traffic has right-of-way and through traffic 
on the mall road must stop. This configuration creates a hazard 
for pedestrians because drivers coming from high capacity, high 
speed roadways are allowed to enter the core Downtown area 
without stopping, despite an obligation to yield to pedestrians at 
intersections. Additionally, in field observations, this right-of-way 
configuration appeared to confuse both drivers entering the mall road 
(who would occasionally stop at the intersection despite technically 
having right-of-way) and drivers along the mall road (who, expecting 
entering traffic to stop at the intersection, would begin proceeding 
through the intersection). in both scenarios, the field team witnessed 
multiple “near-miss” collisions between vehicles. This operational 
condition also contributes to a general automobile orientation and 
scale that conflicts with the Downtown Columbia Plan’s vision of a 
walkable place.

 

Figure 5: Mall road entrances give right-of-way to incoming motor vehicles.

Mall Parking Entrances
Parking lot entrances surrounding the mall are generally spaced 
every 35 feet (or roughly the depth of two parking spaces) and 
typically enter directly into a parking lane. Throughout the mall area 
of Downtown, no sidewalk exists along the mall side of the mall road. 
The frequency of driveways increases the complexity of potential 
pedestrian improvements because of the number of curb cuts and 
curb ramps that would be required for any sidewalk. Numerous curb 
cuts in environments with sidewalks reduce pedestrian safety and 
comfort, resulting in barriers to walkability even where a sidewalk 
is present. Access management is one strategy to reduce potential 
conflict points along pedestrian travelways.

Figure 6: Driveway curb cuts negatively impact walkability of the mall area by creating 

persistent conflict points along the pedestrian travelway.
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Roadway Width
As street width increases, the distance required for a  pedestrian to 
cross  the street also grows, increasing the amount of time a person is 
exposed to potential conflicts in the roadway, and decreasing safety 
and comfort of the crossing. Across Downtown Columbia, streets are 
wide and sometimes difficult to cross.

Wide streets also lead to higher speeds, which decrease comfort 
and safety for all users, but especially pedestrians who must walk 
along or across roadways with fast moving vehicles. The field team 
observed several instances throughout Downtown Columbia, but 
most particularly along Little Patuxent Parkway, where drivers 
appeared to be traveling significantly above the posted speed limit of 
35 miles per hour. NHTSA estimates that 80% of pedestrians struck 
by a vehicle traveling at 40mph will sustain fatal injuries, compared 
to 5% at 20 mph. Source: https://one.nhtsa.gov/About-NHTSA/Traffic-
Techs/current/ci.Literature-Reviewed-On-Vehicle-Travel-Speeds-And-
Pedestrian-injuries.print. Higher motor vehicle speeds make it harder 
to judge when it is safe to cross, while also increasing the severity of 
pedestrian injury when crashes occur.

Figure 7: Wide roadways like Little Patuxent Parkway, shown here, decrease 

pedestrian comfort and safety.

Property Ownership
Prior to the bankruptcy of General Growth Properties (GGP) in 
2009, most property in Downtown Columbia was held by GGP. 
Several entities now control property in the vicinity of Downtown. 
Coordination between these groups is key to realizing the future 
envisioned in the Downtown Columbia Plan. Notably, the Mall Road 
at the core of Downtown Columbia is privately owned by the Mall 
operator. 

Future cooperation and coordination will be vital to implement 
recommendations in this report, and to achieve the pedestrian goals 
of Downtown Columbia.

Figure 8: Downtown Columbia land parcels.
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Pedestrian Network Analysis
The Project Team documented and analyzed Downtown Columbia’s 
existing pedestrian network. This included assessing the presence 
and condition of sidewalks, crosswalks, and curb ramps. While not a 
comprehensive inventory, the review documented general conditions 
in order to identify opportunities for improvement. The accessibility 
of facilities was also considered to ensure that Downtown Columbia 
is accessible to users of all ages and abilities. 

Walkability
There are multiple components of walkability, and they work 
together to create a connected network that makes walking a viable 
transportation choice. When seeking to create a walkable community, 
having a thorough understanding of what creates a safe and effective 
pedestrian network is key. Some of the key elements of walkability 
include, but are not limited to, community design, sidewalks 
and paths, accessibility, crossings, traffic calming, and roadway 
design. These infrastructure elements are included in this report’s 
recommendations.

SiDEWALKS AND PATHS

Sidewalks create a physically separated pedestrian environment from 
motor vehicles. A buffer between the sidewalk and roadway should be 
provided particularly where volumes and speeds of motor vehicles are 
higher. Sidewalks should be wider in areas with higher pedestrian 

demand to allow groups of people walking together to pass each other. 
Wider sidewalks can also provide space for outdoor dining, greenery, 
and other urban design elements.

iNTERSECTiON GEOMETRY

Well-designed intersections have tighter corners to slow turning 
motor vehicle traffic and reduce crossing distances to improve safety 
for pedestrians.

ROADWAY RECONFiGuRATiON
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Roadway reconfigurations redesign travel lanes on a roadway to calm 
traffic, improve safety, and provide increased space for pedestrian 
and bicycle facilities. Most common are conversions from four-
lane roadway to a two-lane road with a center median or turn lane 
if needed. This eliminates risk of a “double threat” crash where a 
pedestrian crossing multiple lanes of traffic is out of the line of sight 
of some drivers due to a stopped vehicle. A road diet also reduces 
traffic speed which decreases risk of serious and fatal crashes.

Existing Pedestrian Network 
Sidewalks
The sidewalk network in Downtown Columbia is generally intact, 
particularly in the newly constructed Merriweather District, though 
gaps elsewhere exist. Along the mall property, sidewalks frequently 
exist only on one side of the roadway. Most of the existing network 
is in good condition, with some minor cracking and obstructions by 
utility poles. 

MALL ROAD

Along the mall property, where sidewalks are present, there are 
many instances in which the sidewalk is obstructed by a utility pole 
and becomes too narrow for pedestrians with a mobility aid or a 
wheelchair to pass. in some areas this is addressed by a temporary 
widening of the sidewalks, but this is not provided in all instances. 
Additionally, there are not sidewalks in all parking lots that connect 
to the mall or other segments of the pedestrian network. For 
example, there is a mid-block crosswalk along the Mall Road between 
Gramercy Place and Corporate Center Way that leads pedestrians into 
the parking lot, yet there is no sidewalk or path at the parking lot side 
of the crossing that pedestrians can use to get to and from the mall. 

LAKE AREA AND MERRiWEATHER DiSTRiCT
A sidewalk is present along one side of Little Patuxent Parkway, 
running along the east side of the mall near the lake. The biggest 

sidewalk issue observed along this corridor is shrub overgrowth 
leading to extremely narrow sidewalks at Sterrett Place which 
create safety and accessibility concerns. The Merriweather District 
is, at present, home to most of the new construction in Downtown 
Columbia, with a relatively consistent sidewalk network and many 
comfortable and accessible pedestrian accommodations that follow 

best practices for curb ramps and sidewalk widths.

Shared use Paths
There are several shared use paths through and around Downtown 
Columbia, serving as a primary source of connectivity for pedestrians 
occasionally in lieu of a separate sidewalk. Shared use paths run along 
Merriweather Drive and Little Patuxent Parkway, providing access 
to the Lake-to-Lake-to-Lake Trail that branches into surrounding 
neighborhoods.

Figure 9: Shared use paths, including the Lake Kitt Loop shown here, create useful 

transportation and recreation opportunities in Downtown Columbia.
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Crosswalks
Crosswalks are present at many crossings throughout Downtown 
Columbia, but some do not meet best practice standards for 
appropriately accessible crossings. in most instances, this is due 
to a lack of detectable warning surfaces or a missing curb ramp.
Additionally, there are several locations where installation of a 
missing crosswalk either at an intersection or mid-block would 
significantly enhance the walkability of Downtown.

MALL ROAD

There are occasional marked crossings across mall parking entrances 
and in parking lots, but crossings along the mall road are infrequent 
and often vaguely marked and signed. At two entrances to the mall 
road incoming vehicle traffic has right-of-way and there is generally 
no warning of nearby pedestrian crossings, leading to dangerous 
conditions for pedestrians. Access from the mall and adjacent 
destinations is challenging due to the absence of formal mid-block 
crossings along established desire lines for pedestrians trying to get 
to various sections of the mall and nearby residences and businesses.

 

Figure 10: A pedestrian crosses an established desire line along Mall Road.

LAKE AREA AND MERRiWEATHER DiSTRiCT
Crosswalks in the newly constructed Merriweather District are 
generally present and in good condition. One area was identified that 
lacks a marked crossing which, if installed, would provide additional 
safe crossing for concertgoers, residents, and visitors from the new 
development and structured parking to the amphitheater. 

The Lake Area, as with Merriweather, is undergoing significant 
development. Connections across Little Patuxent Parkway are 
limited, often lack accessibility and other best practice design 
features, and all require crossing the significant width of Little 
Patuxent Parkway. Connections across Little Patuxent Parkway serve 
to connect the mall area to Whole Foods, restaurants, residences, 
and the lake beyond via shared use paths that continue into adjacent 
neighborhoods. 

Curb Ramps 
in order to meet the standards set by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA), all curb ramps must not only be the appropriate slope 
and maintain the proper landing area, but they must also contain 
a detectable warning surface. There are additional specifications 
for the detectable warnings size, spacing, and contrast.  Although 
there are generally curb ramps at intersections, many curb ramps 
throughout Downtown Columbia, particularly along southern 
portions of the Mall Rd, are missing a detectable warning surface. 
There appear to be fewer concerns relating to curb ramps in areas 
with newer development such as the west side of the mall road and in 
the recently constructed Merriweather District.
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Design Recommendations
At the conclusion of the stakeholder walks, the project team 
developed pedestrian design recommendations organized 
geographically into two areas consistent with the stakeholder walks: 
Mall Road and Lake / Merriweather District areas. Recommendations 
were developed using information including:

1. initial site visit and stakeholder walk observations

2. Stakeholder feedback during each walk

3. Community input from online survey

4. understanding of industry best practices for pedestrian design

This chapter begins with a series of general recommendations for 
improved pedestrian comfort and safety in Downtown Columbia 
before moving into specific project recommendations for both 
identified areas of Downtown.

General Recommendations
Crosswalk Placement
Where marked crosswalks do not exist at intersections, they should 
be added. in general each leg of an intersection should have a marked 
pedestrian crossing. Similarly, adding marked crossings across 
driveways and conveying through design a continuous pedestrian 
travelway where pedestrians have priority and drivers intuitively 
recognize that they are crossing a pedestrian space will help alert 
drivers to the presence of pedestrians and bring uniformity and 
increased certainty to the pedestrian network.

in some areas, particularly along Little Patuxent Parkway, vehicle 
stop bars are painted after a crosswalk causing vehicles to stop in a 
position blocking the existing marked crosswalk or curb cut. in these 
instances, moving the stop bar to a location before the crosswalk will 
reduce instances where motor vehicles are obstructing the crosswalk.

Curb Ramps
Curb ramps throughout Downtown should be evaluated to ensure 
compliance with ADA best practices. This is a particular concern 
along older sidewalks near the mall where ramps are occasionally 
absent, and even when present often lack a detectable warning 
surface (DWS), and occasionally are too steep or narrow to meet 
accessibility requirements.

Figure 11: A driveway without a marked crossing and curb ramp without detectable 

warning surface.
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Roadway Width
Over the longer term as new development and redevelopment occurs, 
special attention should be paid to roadway widths. Stakeholder 
feedback suggests that as new, mixed-use development has occurred 
in Downtown, streets have been widened to accommodate predicted 
future motor vehicle traffic. Generally, wide streets and pedestrian-
oriented walkable places are incompatible. Overall, as new projects 
are developed special attention should be given to ensuring streets 
are not widened unnecessarily. Where increases in street width are 
the result of existing public policy, Downtown Columbia stakeholders 
may consider working with government officials to modernize 
requirements to support the vision of Downtown Columbia as a 
walkable destination.  

Pedestrian Recall/Leading Pedestrian interval
Throughout Downtown Columbia, where a pedestrian crossing 
is signalized it requires a person to press a button to actuate the 
pedestrian signal on the subsequent light cycle. if the button is 
pressed after the signal has changed to allow travel in the direction 
the person wants to cross, a walk signal will not be given until the 
subsequent light cycle, potentially requiring a significant wait 
before a walk signal. in practice, as waiting time increases so does 
the likelihood of a pedestrian crossing without a walk signal. 
Automatic pedestrian recall activates a walk signal during every 
light cycle without requiring a pedestrian to push a button which 
can significantly reduce pedestrian waiting times and decrease the 
likelihood of crossing without a signal.

Leading Pedestrian intervals (LPi) activate the walk signal a few 
seconds ahead of a green light for vehicles traveling in the same 
direction. Doing so provides pedestrians a “head start” to enter 
the intersection ahead of turning vehicles, reducing the time and 
opportunity for a conflict with turning vehicles and increasing 
pedestrian visibility to turning vehicles once motorists receive a 
green light.

The remainder of this chapter is devoted to recommendations 
for both the Mall Road and Lake/Merriweather District areas 
of Downtown Columbia. Each area is presented as a map with a 
numbered list of recommendations on the subsequent page. Two 
additional concepts are presented envisioning potential future 
conditions at two key areas in Downtown Columbia identified by 
stakeholders on the walks and in survey responses. 

Figure 12: A new flush street under construction in Merriweather is an example of how 

to incorporate motor vehicles into a dense, mixed-use neighborhood. image courtesy 

Howard Hughes.
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Mall Area Recommendations
This section presents recommendations in the mall road area, 
generally following the the walking route of the first stakeholder 
walk. 

Recommendations Map
The map on the following page depicts each of the recommendations 
made in the area along the mall road. The number of each point 
corresponds to a row in the table on the subsequent page.

Recommendations Table
The table following the recommendations map identifies each 
issue and recommends a solution. A timeframe is applied to 
recommendation based on complexity and expected cost. Suggested 
timeframes are:

 • Short (<1 year)

 • Medium (1-3 years)

 • Long (4+ years)

 •

DRAFT
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Mall Area Recommendations Map 
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Mall Area Recommendations Table
Map No. Category issue Recommendation Timeframe

1 intersection or Crossing Missing crosswalk (north, west); Long crossing distance 
(1+ travel lane in each direction) Mark new crosswalk,install PHB or RRFB Medium  

(1-3 years)

2 intersection or Crossing
Crosswalk markings not high visibility (south); Missing 

crosswalk marking (north); No advanced stop lines; 
Long crossing distance (1+ travel lane in each direction)

Mark new advanced stop lines; Refresh with high visibility markings. 
Mark new crosswalk (north); install RRFB

Short 
(<1 year)

3 intersection or Crossing Missing crosswalk (north, west); No stop bar Mark new stop bar; install pedestrian signal; install new crosswalk 
(west); Mark new crosswalk (north)

Short 
(<1 year)

4a intersection or Crossing Ramp not aligned with crossing (Southeast); Crosswalk 
markings faded; Crosswalk markings not high visibility Reconstruct existing ramp; Refresh with high-visibility markings Medium 

(1-3 years)

4b Sidewalk Sidewalk obstructed Widen sidewalk; Relocate or remove obstacle Medium 
(1-3 years)

4c intersection or Crossing Ramp lacks detectable warning surface Repair/upgrade existing ramp Short 
(<1 year)

4d Sidewalk Sidewalk obstructed by light pole Widen sidewalk; Relocate or remove obstacle Medium 
(1-3 years)

5 intersection or Crossing Ramp lacks detectable warning surface; Ramp not 
aligned with crossing; Missing crosswalk Repair/upgrade existing ramp; Mark new crosswalk Short 

(<1 year)

6 Sidewalk,Other Missing sidewalk install new sidewalk Medium 
(1-3 years)

7 intersection or Crossing Missing ramp; Ramp lacks detectable warning surface; 
No advanced stop line; No crosswalk signage; Sight line

Repair/upgrade existing ramp; Mark new stop bar; install in-street 
pedestrian crossing sign; install pedestrian crossing signs with 

downward arrows

Short 
(<1 year)

8 Sidewalk Missing sidewalk (South) install new sidewalk Medium 
(1-3 years)

9
Walking/Biking 

Observation,intersection or 
Crossing

inadequate crossing opportunities install mid-block crossing; Narrow roadway Long 
(4+ years)

10 Walking/Biking 
Observation,Sidewalk Missing sidewalk (desire line) install new sidewalk Medium 

(1-3 years)

11 intersection or Crossing Missing crosswalk (north, south); No pedestrian signal; 
Long crossing distance

install raised crosswalk; install pedestrian crossing signs with 
downward arrows; install pedestrian signal; install curb extensions; 

install pedestrian signal

Medium 
(1-3 years)

12 intersection or Crossing Crosswalk markings not high visibility; No pedestrian 
signal; Long crossing distance

Refresh existing stop bar; install curb extensions; install raised 
crosswalk; install pedestrian crossing signs with downward arrows; 

install pedestrian signal; install curb extensions; install advance 
pedestrian warning sign; install pedestrian signal

Medium 
(1-3 years)

13 intersection or Crossing Ramp lacks detectable warning surface; Ramp not 
aligned with crossing; No crosswalk signage westbound

Repair/upgrade existing ramp; Reconstruct existing ramp; install 
signage

Short  
(<1 year)

14 intersection or Crossing
Crosswalk markings faded; Crosswalk markings not 

high visibility; No advanced stop line; Corner radii are 
large, facilitating higher speed turns

Refresh with high-visibility markings; Mark new stop bar; install 
raised crosswalk; install pedestrian crossing signs with downward 
arrows; install curb radius reduction; Remove temporary bollards

Medium  
(1-3 years)
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Mall Road Concept
This concept imagines a long-term future condition of the west 
mall road area that recognizes the increasingly pedestrian-oriented  
design of new development and the goals of existing plans in the area. 

The concept reduces motor vehicle travel lanes from four to two and 
utilizes curb extensions and center medians to reduce pedestrian 
crossing distances. The design incorporates mid-block crossings 
improving pedestrian access between the mall to the east and 
residences and retail to the west, rationalized parking lot access 
creating a more pleasant walking, biking, and driving environment, 
and new sidewalks and protected bike facilities prioritizing 
pedestrian and bicyclist comfort and access. DRAFT
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Lake Area/Merriweather 
District Recommendations
This section presents recommendations in the area along Little 
Patuxent Parkway in the area connecting Lake Kittamaqundi to the 
mall area, and the newly constructed Merriweather District to the 
south. These recommendations generally follow the the walking route 
of the second stakeholder walk. 

Recommendations Map
The mapon the next page depicts each of the recommendations made 
in the Lake and Merriweather District area. The number on each point 
corresponds to a row in the table on the subsequent page.

Recommendations Table
On the page following the map, each issue represented on the 
map is identified in a table row. The table identifies the issue 
and recommends a solution. A timeframe is applied to each 
recommendation based on complexity and expected cost. Suggested 
timeframes are:

 • Short (<1 year)

 • Medium (1-3 years)

 • Long (4+ years)
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Lake Area/Merriweather 
District Recommendations Map
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Lake Area/Merriweather District Recommendations Table

Map No. Category issue Recommendations Timeframe

1 intersection or Crossing
Missing ramp (NE, SE); Missing 

crosswalk (east); inadequate crossing 
opportunities

install new ramp; Mark new crosswalk; install advance pedestrian warning sign Medium  
(1-3 years)

2 intersection or Crossing inadequate crossing time; Pedestrian 
pushbutton difficult to access Activate pedestrian recall to reduce pedestrian wait times. Consider relocating push button. Short  

(<1 year)

3 intersection or Crossing Misplaced crosswalk (east); Stop bar is 
misaligned with crossing

Refresh with high-visibility markings ahead of stop bar; Refresh stop bar behind 
pedestrian crossing.

Short  
(<1 year)

4 Sidewalk
There is no accessible connection to the 
Mall area between Wincopin Cir on the 
north and Mall Rd signal on the south

An ADA accessible connection should be prioritized to complement or replace existing 
pedestrian bridge.

Long  
(4+ years)

5 intersection or Crossing

Crosswalk markings not high visibility; 
Long crossing distance (1+ travel lane 
in each direction), Missing crosswalk 

(east)

install PHB or RRFB; install in-street pedestrian crossing sign; Mark new crosswalk.  
NOTE: intersection is slated for future full signalization with new development. 

Medium  
(1-3 years)

6 Sidewalk Missing sidewalk (west) install new sidewalk Medium  
(1-3 years)

7 intersection or Crossing Ramp not aligned with crossing; 
Missing crosswalk Repair/upgrade existing ramp; Mark new crosswalk Medium  

(1-3 years)

8 intersection or Crossing, 
Sidewalk

Ramp not aligned with crossing; 
Missing crosswalk (east); Crosswalk 
markings not high visibility; Corner 

radii are large, facilitating higher 
speed turns; Slip lane present, 
facilitating higher speed turns; 

Sidewalk too narrow (south)

Repair/upgrade existing ramp; Reconstruct existing ramp; Refresh with high-visibility 
markings; Reduce signal cycle length to provide more frequent crossing opportunities; 

install pedestrian signal heads; install curb extensions; install curb radius reduction; 
implement No Right Turn on Red; Widen sidewalk; (See next page for long-term concept).

Medium  
(1-3 years)

9
Motor vehicle 
Observation, 

intersection or Crossing

Corner radius (SW) is large, facilitating 
higher speed turns install curb radius reduction Medium 

(1-3 years)
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Sterrett Place Concept

This concept imagines the future of the intersection of Sterrett Place 
and Little Patuxent Parkway (LPP). The intersection today provides 
one of the few pedestrian connections across LPP to the mall. New 
pedestrian-oriented development is proposed on the east side of LPP. 
This concept rationalizes the intersection by converting automobile 
slip lanes to curb extensions therby reducing vehicular turning 

speeds while increasing pedestrian visibility and reducing pedestrian 
crossing distance. Truck access to the mall is maintained further 
south on LPP.  A new path across the north leg of the intersection 
connects into a shared use path along LPP creating a comfortable new 
pedestrian and bicycle connection between the mall, residences, and 
the lake area. 
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