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Figure 1: OEM Presentation 

Lauren Chilton of the Howard County Office of Emergency Management (OEM), with assistance from 
Mark Richmond, Howard County Department of Public Works, Stormwater Management Division 
(SWMD), led the first hazard mitigation public meeting on November 17, 2022. Additional participants 
included Mike Hinson, OEM Director, and Michael Tennison, a consultant from the University of 
Maryland’s Center for Health and Homeland Security (CHHS) supporting OEM, and one member of the 
public attended. 
 
After introductions, OEM provided an overview of hazard mitigation, including the planning process for 
the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan, funding mechanisms, the relevant County plans and annexes, and 
the specific goals of hazard mitigation. Next, OEM discussed the incorporation of the County’s Hazard 
Identification and Risk Analysis (HIRA), which identifies the natural and human-caused hazards in the 
County and quantifies the level of risk they pose. OEM also explained the role of mitigation action items 



in the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan and the Flood Mitigation Plan, as well as how the items are 
updated and prioritized by the subject matter experts on the Joint Steering Committee.   
 
OEM then displayed a map of frequently flooded roads in the County and asked the public for any 
additional roads that they did not see noted on the map. After discussing the map, OEM explained how 
members of the public can find and use an interactive version of the flood map on the County website.  
OEM concluded the presentation with a timeline for the remainder of the five-year update cycle, how 
the public can access the previous hazard mitigation and flood plans online and provide comments to 
OEM and DPW, and further contact information to get in touch with OEM and DPW. 
 
Questions from the public generated a lively, wide-ranging discussion that lasted for the remainder of 
the meeting, focused on the following topics: 

• The incorporation of climate change in the mitigation plans; 
• The different operational and planning considerations with respect to debris management 

before, during, and after a storm; 
• The role and composition of the Joint Steering Committee; 
• The nature of the County’s flood warning systems; 
• 100-year flood plain studies; 
• The evaluation criteria used to prioritize mitigation action items; and 
• The difference between emergency response plans and hazard mitigation plans. 

 
 


