
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION HYBRID MEETING  
APPROVED October 20, 2022 Minutes 

 
Hybrid in Person and Virtual Meeting  
 
Commissioners Present In Person: Scott Markow, Nina Basu, Lynda Earle, Bob Ford, Joan 

Hash, Gab Terrasa, and Kui Zhao 

Commissioners Virtually Present: Bethany Cho, Bianca Chang, and Tiffany Releford  

Absent: Jonah Hornum and Peter Hwang  

Staff Present: Yolanda Sonnier and Kathy Morales  

Legal Counsel: Cynthia Peltzman 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

Scott called the meeting to order at 7:02P.M. 

II. PUBLIC FORUM 

One person joined virtually after the public forum, but at some point, left the meeting.  

III. GUEST SPEAKER 

Cpl. Harris from the Howard County Police Department was the guest speaker for tonight’s 

meeting.  He attended in person and spoke about Howard County Police Department’s Minority 

Officers Association, Centurions for Justice.  Founded in 1976 by five minority officers.  Its 

mission is to raise questions about relevant issues such as fairness in the administration of justice, 

police and community relations, and the hiring and promotion of minority police officers. They 

serve as advocates to identify and resolve concerns that may result in inequities among employees 

and the community.  They promote and encourage attitudes and characteristics that permit 

adaptability to the changing demands placed on law enforcement.  They conduct mentorships, 

professional development, and outreach.  It became an official non-profit in order to expand its 

outreach mission.  Their website is – https://hcpoa.org/associations/centurions-for-justice/.  Cpl. 

Harris mentioned that he reached out to Scott to obtain more information on the Human Rights 

Commission.  Nina asked Cpl. Harris a question on the percentage of minority officers.  There 

currently are 72 officers in the organization.  The group is inclusive, and an officer does not have 

to be a minority to join.  911 dispatchers and admin. civilians are included in the organization.  

Scott asked a question on how we (HRC) can assist with their group? Cpl. Harris stated, keeping 

in touch and partnership. Bridging the gap between policing and the community through dialogues 

https://hcpoa.org/associations/centurions-for-justice/


with community members. Cynthia asked a question about recruitment. Cpl. Harris stated that he 

has assisted with recruiting in addition, he meets with the Chief on a monthly basis.   

 

IV. APPROVAL OF September 15, 2022 MINUTES 

Scott entertained a motion to approve September’s Minutes.  Nina made a motion to approve the 

minutes, Kui seconded it.  Motion passed.  

 

V. CHAIR’S REPORT 

Scott began his chair’s report by thanking the awards committee, commissioners, and OHRE for 

the award ceremony last night. Welcome, Bethany Cho! HRC’s new student commissioner.  The 

County Executive introduced new legislation for the AAPI commission.  Scott suggested and will 

submit a letter of support for the commission.  Jonah offered to join the bylaws committee.  Nina 

agreed to join.  A meeting will take place within the coming weeks.  If you are interested to join the 

bylaws committee, notify Scott. Scott brought up the HRC budget to Yolanda.  Approximately, 

$2,000 was spent on the HRC awards ceremony. Yolanda stated that there is approximately $5,000 

in the budget.  The fiscal year is from July through June.  Scott asked if HRC has spent any money 

aside from the awards ceremony.  Yolanda stated that she will get the information from Camila, the 

office manager.  The following are some expenses: membership to Cove, two tickets for the 

Maryland Commission for Civil Rights banquet that took place in August.  A date for the HRC 

Retreat for 2023 was discussed.  The HRC 2023 retreat will take place on Saturday, January 7, 

2023, 9A.M. to 12P.M.  at 9820 Patuxent Woods, Suite 211 in Columbia.    
 

VI. STUDENT’S REPORT 

Bethany Cho attended virtually from Chicago.  She was attending a school tournament.  Bethany is 

a senior at Centennial High School.  Scott and Bethany spoke prior to the monthly HRC meeting to 

discuss duties and mentioned the student commissioner project.  Scott would like to share previous 

students’ reports for Bethany to think about a project for her term.  

 

VII. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Yolanda began her executive secretary’s report by informing us about the AAPI commission.  The AAPI 

commission will need a HRC representative.  Resolutions will be introduced in January.  Yolanda stated that 

Gab did a fantastic job providing testimony for La Alianza Latina commission and Bob did a fantastic job 



testifying for the LGBTQIA+ commission on Monday, October 17th.  The Deadline to apply for the AAPI 

commission is on Friday, November 18th.  The volunteer to serve on behalf of HRC is needed by Friday, 

November 18th.  The AAPI commission will be made up of 17 to 25 members. A spot is held for a HRC 

member, a representative from the business and medical community, three designees from non-profits, four 

ex-officio members, and a college and high school student.  HoCo by Design (Department of Planning and 

Zoning) has been working on updating the county’s general plan and are coming to an end of their planning.  

They would like to speak to HRC to seek information and do a presentation in November.  Yolanda will 

send information to Kui.   

 

Yolanda also mentioned the Champions for Change event is scheduled for Saturday, November 19th at Turf 

Valley.  She asked if anyone would like to attend.  The pre-conference workshop will take place on Friday, 

November 18th at the Harriet Tubman Cultural Center from 9:00A.M. to 4:00P.M. and Saturday, November 

19th from 7:30A.M. to 4:30P.M. at Turf Valley.  Joan Hash stated that she would like to go both days.   

 

In other news, OHRE will be doing a series of listening sessions and are scheduled to take place on October 

27th, 28th, and 31st.  Commissioners are welcome to attend.  Yolanda gave Bianca a shoutout and “thank you” 

for coming out and volunteering at events!  OHRE will have a table at Celebration Church’s Harvest Fest 

on Sunday, October 30th at 12:00P.M. and at the Native American Heritage event on Saturday, November 

5th at 10:00A.M.  Bob asked Yolanda about HBIs sent to OHRE. OHRE received a couple of reports in 

September, but none in October.   

 

Thank you to awards committee for their planning and work on the awards ceremony.   

 

Bianca asked a question on obtaining name tags (badges) for the commissioners that do not have one.  The 

list of commissioners that need a magnetic name badge are:   

Nina, Gab, Tiffany, Peter, Bethany, and possibly Jonah.   

 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

STANDING:  

• Outreach:  
Kui stated that she attended a meeting regarding Howard County Community Organizations Active in 

Disaster (COAD).  COAD was established during the pandemic to get all the organizations together to help 

community members. Since there are currently no disasters anymore, “blue sky situation” COAD is 

brainstorming on events and or work they can do.  Kui attended the meeting last Thursday, October 13th.  



Kui will attend AARP’s AAPI Steering committee meeting and they would like to have a follow up meeting 

on mental health impacting the AAPI community.  Alex Na from OHRE asked Kui to spread the word on 

the Equity Unit’s racial equity event scheduled for Monday, October 24th.  The targeted audience for this 

event is high school and college students. Equity in Context: Racial Equity in High School and College 

Students.  Reminder: if a commissioner attends an event, inform Kui so she can add it for the annual report.   

• Awards Committee:  
Gab stated that the HRC award ceremony took place last night.  He was happy with the turnout, gave a 

shoutout to the commissioners, and OHRE.  Bianca added that the event was nice, and it was a successful 

event with a great location.  

 

• Nominating Committee:  
No activity.  

 

• Legislative Committee:  
Scott emailed his report prior to the meeting.  Scott provided an update on limiting terms on board 

memberships and the legislation failed to pass.  

IX. AD HOC COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Social & Economic Justice:  
Tiffany stated that since the last meeting, on Thursday, October 6th, the subcommittee held a meeting with 

the panel.  Please share the flyer with your networks!  

 

• Hate Bias:  
Bob emailed a report on HBIs in the state of Maryland in 2021.  Nothing to report 
 

• Education:  
Nothing to report.  

 

X. NEW BUSINESS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Scott had two items:  

1. Question on out of state attorneys representing a party for HRC cases.   
Attorneys who are not barred in the state of Maryland trying to represent clients. HRC received a question 

about this from an attorney.  Melissa researched the issue and under the Maryland Rules, an out of state 



attorney cannot represent a party. There is a procedure named Pro Hac Vice.  For purposes of a case, an out 

of state attorney can associate themselves with a Maryland attorney. In order to do that, counsel for the case 

needs to bring HRC an order from the Circuit Court.  Scott would like to put forth an amendment to the 

HRC Rules and Procedures to explain.  A manner of how to notify counsel was discussed.  Cynthia 

Peltzman introduced herself as HRC’s new Counsel.  The bylaws committee will discuss and research how 

to make amendments and the manner of advertising and circulating the information to the public.  Tabled 

for the bylaw committee to discuss.     

2. 2022 HRC Elections  
This year’s elections and nominations will take place similar to past years. A SurveyMonkey will be sent 

out for nominations and the deadline will be Friday, December 9th.  If you would like to know what it is 

like being chair, please contact Scott.  

 

XI. CLOSED SESSION 
Gab made a motion to adjourn the meeting open to the public and go into closed session; Joan seconded the 

motion to go into a closed session.  The commissioners voted unanimously to go into closed session.  The 

commission went into a closed session at 8:40P.M.  

 

XII. MOTION TO ADJOURN 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:36 P.M. 

 

 

 
 


