
 

 
COMMISSION ON AGING MEETING MINUTES. 

September 19, 2022 
 

PRESIDING: Reginald Avery, Chair  
 
Members Attending 
Jennifer Asher 
Susan Hailman 
Victoria Hathaway 
Elizabeth Edsall Kromm 
Stephanie Lyon 
Mark Stinson 
Michael Willis 
 
Excused 
Eletta Morse 
Sue Song 
 
Office on Aging & Independence  
Jenna Crawley 
Donna Tugwell 
 
Guests 
Marina Nellius 
Kim Pruim  
 
Call to order 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:01pm 
 
Approve Agenda  
Kim Pruim was added to the agenda. She will provide the status of commissioners whose terms are 
ending and new Commissioners who are in the process of being appointed. Mark Stinson moved to 
approve the agenda. Michael Willis seconded the motion. Motion was approved. All in favor. Agenda 
approved. 
 
Approve Minutes 
There was an edit recommended for the July minutes. The edit will be made, and the minutes will be 
approved at the October meeting. 
 
 Introduction of Marina Nellius 
Reginald Avery introduce guest, Marina Nellius, who is being considered to join the Commission. She 
has been a resident of Howard County for seven years. She is a clinical social worker providing 



 

intensive case management and psychotherapy to older adults primarily homebound in Baltimore 
City. Marina wants to also provide service in Howard County by joining the Commission. 
 
Office on Aging and Independence Report 

• An update on staffing was provided. Since July, several existing positions have been filled: 
MAP Program Manager, three (3) MAP Specialists, Supportive Services for Older Adult 
Program Case Manager. Three new positions now filled are: Community Engagement and 
Outreach Manager, a Digital Inclusion Specialist, and an Age-Friendly Program Manager. 
Recruitment continues for the Ellicott City 50+ Center Director, a SHIP Assistant Program 
Manager, an Ellicott City Fitness Coordinator, an Administrative Assistant, Exercise Specialist, 
and a part-time Nutrition Specialist.  

• An OAI digital newsletter is published once a month. About 13,000 individuals receive the 
newsletter and there is a 60% open rate. A Commissioner’s Corner could be added to the 
newsletter. 

• The Howard County Age-Friendly Initiative was selected as a Community Impact Project (CIP) 
with Leadership Howard County. Recommendations from the CIP team will be presented in 
May 2023. 

• The County Executive hosted Age-Friendly Lunch and Learns over the summer. There were 
189 participants. Age-Friendly implementation work groups will begin in October. 

• OAI received several Rise to the Challenge Awards. Dr. Kromm was recognized as part of the 
executive team at Howard County General Hospital. OAI received several RISE awards to 
include: excellence in remote hybrid instruction, health care service award and senior care 
service award. 

• The COA was informed of and invited to the following events/activities:  
o The Alzheimer’s Awareness Walk at Centennial Park on September 24th.  
o The Bain 50+ Center Grand Re-opening on September 28th. Dr. Ball has been invited.  
o Walktober events the first week of October.  
o Digital inclusion week beginning October 3rd.  
o OAI is partnering with Rec and Parks for an Encore aging showcase at Blandair park on 

October 4th.  
o October 7th is Ageism Awareness Day.  
o Open enrollment for Medicare begins October 15th and goes through the middle of 

December.  
o The Office of Consumer Protection will host a consumer forum on October 15th at 

Elkridge 50+ Center. Federal and state representatives will be present to discuss 
consumer protection and advocacy.  

 

Update on Appointments of New Commissioners 

• Kim Pruim, Special Assistant to the County Executive, provided an update on Commissioner 
appointments. Ms. Pruim is Director of Constituent Services and oversees appointments to 
boards and commissions. Ms. Pruim along with COA Chair and OAI Administrator are working 
on six (6) vacancies and one reappointment. One appointment will be voted on in September 
and two will be voted on in October. There are three additional vacancies. Due to it being an 
election year, the County Council will not consider any legislation in the month of November 
and is recess for the month of December. Ms. Pruim will provide updates to the COA Chair 
and OAI Administrator.  

 

Chair’s Report 

• The number of commissioner vacancies have affected the ability to meet quorum. Therefore, 
the County Executive was asked to look at the recommendations for new Commissioners and 



 

request the County Council to review and vote by October. One of the new candidates is Dr. 
Ron Berk. He had his interview with the County Council this evening and will be voted on 
October 3rd. Marina Nellius has been introduced to the Council and will be voted on in October. 
A nominating committee can be put together for the remaining candidates. 

• Having onboarding and mentoring of new Commissioners was discussed. A committee will be 
formed. 

• The COA handbook is in the process of being updated. 

• There is an open meetings act compliance that at least one appointed member must be 
certified. Reginald Avery is certified and recommends that other Commissioners take 
the course to get certified. 

• Creating an annual report by the end of this year or beginning of the next year was 
discussed. The report would be presented to the County Executive. The last annual 
report was done in 2019. A committee will be formed to work on the annual report. 
Jennifer Asher and Susan Hailman volunteered to work on the committee. 

• A Legislative Breakfast was discussed, and one will possibly be planned for fall of next 
year. Legislators and elected officials will be invited. The Commissioners will share with 
them their thoughts and interests. It was advised to choose a couple of specific topics. 
Some topics discussed were facilities available to help individuals and caregiving in the 
community; taxes and the economic contribution of seniors; and out-migration of 
seniors from the state and the county. A committee will be formed to work on the 
Legislative Breakfast. Michael Willis and Jennifer Asher volunteered to be on the 
committee. 

• Kim Pruim shared a link to tax credits: www.howardcountyme.gov/finance/tax-credits 

• There are new COA rack cards. If Commissioners would like to get some to distribute 
contact Donna Tugwell.  

• The County Executive is not able to attend the October meeting. 

• Continuing virtual meetings or returning to face-to-face meetings was discussed. For 
now, meetings will continue to be virtual. Face-to-face meeting may resume in the 
future. The type of meeting and discussion content was advised as a mechanism to 
determine if it would be better to hold future meetings virtually or in-person. It was 
discussed that hybrid does not work well and has complications with conversations 
between people in the room and people who are doing the meeting virtual. 

 
New Business 

• None 
 
Commissioners’ Two Minutes 

• Susan Hailman shared that the Village in Howard is trying to have a bingo on October 
29th at the Police Officers’ Building outside Ellicott City. Tickets are $25.00. 

• Michael Willis shared that the nursing home industry still has a shortage of nursing and 
nursing assistants with no end in sight.  

• Mark Stinson asked about resources on Aging-in-Place. Jenna Crawley will share the 
information with Mark Stinson. Mark Stinson will share it with Reginald Avery so it can 
be shared with the other Commissioners. Susan Hailman said that the Village-to-Village 
network online has information. 

http://www.howardcountyme.gov/finance/tax-credits


 

• Kim Pruim had earlier shared the link to tax credits. Two of the tax credits are the 
Livable Homes Tax Credit and the Aging-in-Place Tax Credit. A guide of non-profits 
that provide assistance is available. 

• Jennifer Asher followed up on what Kim Pruim was talking about in terms of the Aging-
in-Place tax credit and legislation that is before the County Council. The bill will be 
voted on October 3rd. She suggested that Commissioners can promote the passage of 
the bill not as Commissioners but as Howard County residents. 

Adjournment  
Mark Stinson motioned to adjourn. Michael Willis seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm. 
 
Recording Secretary: Donna Tugwell  
 
Future Meetings: October 17th, November 28th, no meeting in December 


