
September News from Howard County Recycling

Indigenous Peoples' Day - Collections Continue

There will be REGULAR CURBSIDE COLLECTIONS on Monday, October 10.

Please place all items out by 6am to ensure collection.

In observance of the Indigenous Peoples' Day holiday, County offices will be closed on Monday,

October 10. The Alpha Ridge Landfill will be open.

Holiday closure information

Fall Shredding Events

Back by popular demand, two Document Shredding events are scheduled this

month. Residents may bring up to three bags or boxes of paper to be shredded. 

Saturday, October 8 at Gary J. Arthur Community Center, 2400 Route 97, Cooksville MD from

9am - 1pm (or until trucks are full)

Saturday, October 29 at Long Gate Park and Ride, 5000 Meadowbrook Lane, Ellicott City MD

from 9am - 1pm (or until trucks are full)

Although these events have set hours, shredding will be available until trucks are full which may

occur before designated ending times.

Please remember to think before you shred! Only bring items that contain personal

information. Junk mail, catalogs and office paper should be set out with your regular curbside

recycling.

Document shredding

Harvest Heap RETURNS

Bring us your sunken pumpkins and help keep them out of the landfill!

Beginning Tuesday, November 1 and continuing through Friday, November 11, pumpkins

may be dropped off at at the following locations: 

Clark’s Elioak Farm (10500 Clarksville Pike in Ellicott City) from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mary's Land Farm (4979 Sheppard Lane in Ellicott City) from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Remember! Pumpkins and other food scraps can always be dropped off at the Residents'

Convenience Center at Alpha Ridge Landfill. Or join our Feed The Green Bin Food Scrap Program

and have your pumpkins and food scraps collected curbside all year round!

For those looking to learn more about backyard composting, there will be two special composting

demonstrations held in November:

Saturday, November 5th, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Long Reach Village Center Parking Lot,

8775 Cloudleap Ct in Columbia

Saturday, November 19th, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at Savage Branch Library, 9525

Durness Ln in Laurel

Residents who attend may drop off their pumpkins and pick up a FREE backyard compost bin.

Compost your pumpkins

Know Before You Throw - Leaves

It's one of Fall's most charming characteristics, but dealing with all those leaves can be a pain.

We're here to help you manage those leaves in the best way possible!

Did you know...?

If not properly managed, leaves can clog storm drain inlets which can lead to flooding in your

neighborhood. Leaves, grass clippings and other landscaping debris in our storm drains are

considered an illicit discharge and a violation of County Code. Be sure to keep leaves and

landscaping debris out of storm drains by one of the methods below.

Backyard Composting

Leaves are an essential ingredient for your backyard composting pile. If you're interested in

learning how to compost, consider attending an upcoming demonstration!

Curbside Yard Trim Collection

Our curbside yard trim collection program runs from April through mid-January. Leaves can be

placed out in paper bags or in an open-top container. No plastic bags will be accepted. 

Leaves and other yard trim can also be dropped off year-round at the Wood Waste Area at Alpha

Ridge Landfill.

Rake and Take Program

The Howard County Master Gardeners Rake and Take Program helps pair rakers (those with

excess leaves) with takers (those who need more leaves for their compost piles). Check out this

flyer to learn more!
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Mow Instead!

Save yourself the extra labor and try mowing your leaves back into the soil. This method is a

great way to add nutrients back into your grass. Watch this helpful video from Columbia

Association's Watershed Manager!

Manage your yard trim
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