
Howard County Ethics Commission
3430 Courthouse Drive

Ellicott City, Maryland 21043

OPEN MEETING MINUTES

A duly advertised public meeting of the Howard County Ethics Commission was held on May
17, 2022 in the Ellicott City/Columbia Room of the George Howard Building, 3430 Ellicott City,
Maryland 21043 .

Commission Members Present: Joanne Drielak, Chair
Charles Fuller
Joseph Markwordt

Commission Members Absent: Jonathan Kromm, Vice Chair
Jean Xu

Staff Members Present: Kristen Bowen Perry, Deputy County Solicitor, Executive
Secretary to the Commission

Chairperson Drielak called the open meeting to order at approximately 6:03 p.m. The following
items of business were discussed in open session:

1. Agenda: The Commission reviewed and approved the proposed Agenda upon a motion by
Fuller, seconded by Markwordt, passed unanimously.

2. Minutes: The Commission reviewed and approved the Minutes from the Open Meeting on
March 15, 2022 and upon a motion by Fuller, seconded by Markwordt, the Open Meeting
Minutes passed unanimously.

3 Conflict Waiver Request 2022-01: Mr. Rovito, a member of the Board of Directors of the
Howard County Economic Development Authority (“HCEDA”) sought a waiver to enable
him to serve as a part-time mentor for the Maryland Innovation Center (the “Innovation
Center”), a division of the HCEDA. After Mr. Rovito and Mr. Janati, of the HCEDA, were
sworn in and presented testimony to the Commission, and after advice from counsel, upon
motion by Markwordt to approve the waiver, seconded by Fuller, by unanimous vote, a
waiver was granted. The Commission issued an opinion which concluded that his official
duties as a Board member of the HCEDA and his participation in the mentoring program
with the HCEDA’s Innovation Center is sufficiently remote that there would be no conflict
of interest or appearance of a conflict, and that this participation may, therefore, be
excepted from the prohibitions of the Charter and the Ethics Law. Mr. Rovito shall recuse
himself from any discussion or action of the Board that would deal with the mentoring
program or from any other issue he thinks could appear as a conflict of interest.



4. Conflict Waiver Request 2022-02: Mr. Phillips, a member of the Board of Directors of the
Economic Development Authority (“HCEDA”) sought a waiver of the prohibitions related
to his secondary employer, KCI Technologies, Inc. (“KCl”), to enter into a contract with
the HCEDA (and or the County through the HCEDA) for engineering services. After Mr.
Phillips and Mr. Janati, of the HCEDA, were sworn in and presented testimony to the
Commission, and after advice from counsel, upon motion by Markwordt, seconded by
Fuller, by a vote of two to one, the waiver, pursuant to the terms presented, was denied. 1

5. Attorney Perry discussed with the Commission the revisions to the Ethics Code approved
by the State Ethics Commission and reviewed the draft letter to the County Council and
County Executive regarding such needed revisions. Upon Motion by Fuller, seconded by
Markwordt and unanimously approved, the Commission directed Attorney Perry send the
letter to the Council and Executive with the proposed legislation.

6. Attorney Perry updated the Commission as to the ongoing process for required employees
and officials to fill out Financial Disclosure Statements which were due on April 30, 2022.
Perry outlined the number of missing disclosures. The Commission discussed and will
raise at the next meeting.

7. Closed Meeting: Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, minutes of this open session are
required to include the following:

Date of Closed Meeting: May 17, 2022

Time of Closed Meeting: Approximately 6:46 p.m.

Place of Closed Meeting: George/Howard Building, Columbia/Ellicott City Room,
3430 Courthouse Drive, Ellicott City, MD 21043

Purpose: To seek legal advice regarding Conflict Waiver Request 2022-01 and
Conflict Waiver Request 2022-02.

Authority to Close: (1) Md. Code Ann., Gen. Prov. Art. §3-305(b)(7): To consult
with counsel to obtain legal advice on a legal matter.

Listing of topics discussed: Conflict Waiver Requests 2022-01 and 2022-02: The
Commission reviewed, deliberated, and sought legal advice regarding the
applicability and interpretation of the Code and prior decisions as applied to the
Conflict Waiver Requests.

Persons present: Attorney Perry; Members: Fuller, Drielak, and Markwordt.

Actions taken: Consulted with counsel, reviewed Howard County Code,
Charter, and prior decisions of the Commission and the State Ethics Commission.

1 Prior to issuance of an opinion, the Commission received a request for reconsideration based on new information.
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Closing: Upon motion by Markwordt, and seconded by Fuller, the Commission
voted unanimously to adjourn the Closed Meeting and re-open the Open Meeting
at approximately 7:14 pm.

8. Upon Motion by Markwordt, and seconded by Fuller, the Commission voted unanimously
to adjourn the Open Meeting at approximately 7:22 pm.
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