
Howard County Police Department (HCPD) 
Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC) 

Member Meeting 
 

Minutes 
May 19, 2021 

 
Location: Virtual (Zoom) 
Opened: 7:00p 
Closed:  7:42p 
 

 
Susan Watkins, Chair, HCPD CAC, presiding, brought the meeting to order at 7:00p. 

 
Welcome 

• The Chair welcomed the members, HCPD personnel, and special guests. 
 

• The Chair reviewed the meeting etiquette: the meeting will be kept to one hour, members are 
asked to type “present” in the Chat Box instead of taking an oral roll call, members should raise 
their hands to be recognized to speak and should keep their comments brief, members are asked 
to mute their microphones when not speaking and try to stay on video during the meeting. 

 
Roll Call 

• The roll was observed, and the Secretary noted a quorum. 
 

Member Roll Call: 
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• Applicants in Attendance: Jacquelyn Hopkins (4), Monique Jenkins (3), and David Sames (2). 
• HCPD in Attendance: Chief Lisa Myers, Lt. Ed Sprinkle (CAC Advisor), and Pfc. Stella Dieu. 
• Special Guest(s)/Presentation: Asian Community Liaison Officer Role, Pfc. Stella Dieu. 
• Other Guests in Attendance: None. 

 
April Minutes and Chief’s Report 

• The Chair asked the members if they received the April meeting minutes and the Chief’s Report. 
She asked if anyone had any questions on either. No comments or questions were heard. 

 
Chief’s Remarks 

• The County Council is still working on the 2022 fiscal year budget, which begins July 1, 2021. 
 

• Implementation of the Body-Worn Camera (BWC) program will depend on the County 
Council’s decision on the budget. The program start will likely be pushed to May 2022. 
 

• Currently, the County budget includes School Resource Officers (SROs), but that could change. 
The Chief noted that Montgomery County had pulled SROs from its schools. 
 

• HCPD Youth Programs: the P.L.E.D.G.E. (Pride, Leadership, Education, Diversity, Growth, 
Evaluation) leadership camp will be held the week of July 19-23 (or July 26-30). The deadline to 
apply is June 1. (More information here https://www.howardcountymd.gov/police/youth-
programs.) 
 

• The Department will take place in a large-scale emergency management exercise this summer. 
 

• The Chief was pleased to present Member Larry Aaronson with the CAC Emeritus Certificate. 
 

• The Chief introduced Pfc. Stella Dieu, who presented on “Asian Community Officer Liaison 
Officer Role.” The Chief noted an increase in violence against the Asian American community 
and others over the last four quarters. 
 

Presentation of Emeritus Status to Member Larry Aaronson 
• The Chair announced that Member Larry Aaronson has been awarded the CAC Emeritus 

Certificate. She thanked Larry for his many years of service to the CAC and the Howard County 
community. She also thanked Chief Myers for presenting him with the Certificate. 

  
 (Congratulations, Larry!) 
 
Presentation 

 
Pfc. Stella Dieu 
• Pfc. Dieu said that her primary focus was to engage the community in a positive way; “Every 

engagement with the police doesn’t have to end in handcuffs.” 
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• Officer Dieu is reaching out to the Asian American community to educate it on crime prevention, 
how to react to active shooters, how seniors can avoid being targets of fraud, and how citizens 
can protect themselves against identity theft. 
 

• The top two issues she encounters while working with the Asian American community are: 
reluctance to report crime/ask for help and overcoming the language barrier. 
 

• She said that the Department takes all hate-bias incidents seriously even if the incident does not 
meet the technical definition of a hate crime. She said that the Department captures and analyzes 
every hate-bias incident. She encourages everyone to report a hate-bias incident even if they do 
not believe it to be a hate crime. 
 

• She said that a racial slur is not necessarily a hate crime, but a racial slur in addition to an assault 
would be a hate crime. 
 

• Officer Dieu’s safety tips for the summer: 
− Close your garage door. 
− Don’t leave valuables in cars and keep your car locked. 
− If you see something that doesn’t seem right, say something. Report suspicious activity to the 

police. Citizens can always call 9-1-1, but for non-emergencies, they can call 410.313.2200. 
− If someone is in your neighborhood soliciting, you can refuse service and call the police to 

check if the person has a permit to solicit. 
− Finally, be observant of your surroundings.  

 
• Member McGuire asked how hate-bias statics compare between 2020 and 2021. Officer Dieu 

stated some statistics. 
 

• Member Newman asked if the theft of catalytic converters was up. The Chief said that the theft 
of converters was up locally, regionally, and nationwide. One of the problems is that a stolen 
converter is hard to identify as they do not have serial numbers. The Chief said that the 
Department is working with regional and federal partners to help curb this crime. 
 

• Member Pierce asked if hate crimes against police officers are reported. Officer Dieu said that, 
currently, they are not. 
 

• Member Saydjari asked if the police are able to talk to someone that may have committed an act 
that is hate-bias in nature but not a hate crime. Officer Dieu said that the police could speak with 
someone if they suspect the person was involved in a hate-bias incident. 

 
Adjournment 

• The Chair asked if anyone had any other questions or business to discuss. No other questions or 
comments were heard. 

 
Chair Watkins closed the meeting at 7:42p. 
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The Howard County Police Department, Citizens’ Advisory Council stands in adjournment until  
June 16, 2021 at 7:00p. 

 
Minutes taken by Steven Bolen, Secretary. 

 
Susan Watkins David Zeleznick Eileen Harrity Andrew Hall 
Chair (Presiding) Vice Chair Member-at-Large Immediate Past Chair 


