
Howard County Police Department (HCPD) 
Citizens’ Advisory Council (CAC) 

Member Meeting 
 

Minutes 
October 21, 2020 

 

 
 
Location: Virtual (Zoom)  
Opened: 7:00p 
Closed:  8:32p 
 
Ms. Watkins, Chair/CAC, presiding, asked the Secretary to take the Roll. Noting a 
quorum, she brought the meeting to order. 
 
Member Roll Call: 
 

 
 
Applicants in Attendance: Paul Edwards (3), Paul Rivers (1), and Jean Xu (2). 



Applicants not in Attendance: Omar Shourbaji (1). 
 
HCPD in Attendance: Chief Lisa Myers and Lt. Ed Sprinkle (CAC Advisor). 
 
Special Guest(s): Lt. Terrence Benn, President of the Centurions for Justice, Sgt. 
James Capone, President of HCPD Supervisor’s Union, and Pfc. Jamie Flynn, 
President of Officer’s Union. 
 
 
Meeting Notes: 
 

• Ms. Watkins stated that the meeting was being recorded. 
 

• Ms. Watkins asked if everyone received the Monthly Chief’s Report and the 
meeting agenda. She asked if anyone had any comments or questions about 
either.  
 

• Ms. Watkin’s comments on the Monthly Report: 
 

Ms. Watkins noted that in Animal Control, she saw there were 67 adoptions 
last month.  
 
The number of deaths due to opioids was slightly up from last year. Chief 
Myers said that the Department has seen a rise in opioid use and overdose, 
potentially related to the pandemic. The rise has been seen across the region.  
 
Ms. Watson asked if National Night Out was virtual this year. Chief Myers 
said that the event was modified this year due to the pandemic. A caravan 
went around to several neighborhoods to drop off giveaways.  

 
• Mr. Patel stated that he would be taking pictures of the meeting to post on social 

media. He asked if anyone had any objections. No objections were raised. 
 

• Mr. Hall acted as the moderator for the special guest briefings and the member 
question and answer sessions. He also reviewed the guidelines for the 
presentations. 
 

• Ms. Watkins introduced CAC applicant, Mr. Paul Rivers, and invited him to say a 
few words about himself. 
 



• Mr. Rivers stated that he has been a Howard County resident for 15 years, has 
two sons who graduated from a Howard County high school, worked in law 
enforcement for over 30 years, and is a USMC veteran recipient of the Purple 
Heart sustained during combat. He is also a commissioner on the Howard 
County Commission for Veterans and Military Families and is leading an effort to 
provide a peer support group for veterans in Howard County. 
 

• Chief Myers thanked the Executive Board for coming out and touring the new 
Columbia Gateway facility. 
 

• The Chief noted that this year has been challenging, navigating through the 
pandemic. The Department will be looking at sensitive issues such as police 
reform, providing security during the election season, school resource officers 
(SROs), and engaging with communities that have traditionally struggled with 
police relations as well as other topics important to Howard County citizens.  
 

• The Chief expects to task the CAC with projects to help address sensitive issues 
between the community and the Department. She reminded us that while it is 
important to have robust, open discussions on these topics, we need to be 
mindful and considerate of differing points of view. When engaged in debate, it is 
imperative that we maintain a professional, respectful decorum at all times.  
 

• The Chief reminded us that we represent our community, and we want to keep 
our community safe and to maintain community confidence in our department. To 
do this we must act as a professional, respectful organization. 
 

• Mr. Edwards asked if the Department had any plans for election day. The Chief 
said that the Department has been working with regional, state, and federal 
partners to prepare for election day and the days afterward. Security checks will 
be conducted at ballot boxes and teams of officers will be assigned to polling 
locations. 
 

• Ms. Watkins invited the following guests to brief the CAC on their views regarding 
police reform and to answer questions from the members: 
 

Lt. Terrence Benn, President of the Centurions for Justice, 
 
Sgt. James Capone, President of the HCPD Supervisor’s Union, and 
 
Pfc. Jamie Flynn, President of the Officer’s Union. 



(For more information on their presentations, please see the video of their 
sessions.) 
 

• Chief Myers commented that the Department has enjoyed good relationships 
with the unions and expects to continue to partner with them to address topics 
important to them and the Department. 

 
• Ms. Watkins thanked the special guests for their presentations and for taking the 

time to visit with the CAC. 
 
 
Ms. Watkins asked if anyone had any other questions or business to discuss. Hearing 
none, she adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
Notes taken by Mr. Steven Bolen. 
 
 
 

Ms. Susan Watkins 
Chair 


