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HPC EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
EXEMPTION DETERMINATION FOR MINOR ALTERATIONS
APPLICANT INFORMATION:
George Tolen, Howard County Historical Society
2900 Crabapple Lane
Ellicott City, MD 21042

PROPERTY INFORMATION:
Property Address: 3725 Park Avenue, Ellicott City
Minor Alteration Case Number: MA-21-38a
Property Information: Map 25A, Parcel 244

OWNER INFORMATION:
Howard County Historical Society
9241 Frederick Road
Ellicott City, MD 21042

HISTORIC DISTRICT INFORMATION
Ellicott City Historic District
Lawyers Hill Historic District

PROPOSED WORK:
The Applicant proposes to install a free-standing sign for the new Ellicott Mills Children’s Museum. The sign
will be 24 inches by 36 inches wide for a total of 6 square feet. The sign will be made of HDU (high density
urethane) that will be sandblasted to provide a three-dimension relief and hand painted in the following
colors: Center background – off-white; Perimeter background – harvest gold; Main lettering and pinstriping –
blue; Minor lettering and pinstriping – red
The application explains that the sign “will be mounted with aluminum angle [bracket] between two pressure
treated 4”x4” posts.” The application has been updated to paint the posts blue to match the color in the sign,
not gray as originally proposed as the subject building does not have gray on this façade and the blue will
better match the building and not introduce another color. The bottom of the sign will be 4 four feet above
grade. Since Park Avenue is one-way and narrow, we will place this sign perpendicular to the street on the
east side of the walkway to the Museum so it can be easily seen while driving by.”
The sign will read:
Ellicott Mills
Children’s Museum
Life and Culture of a 19th Century Mill Town
COMPLIANCE WITH GUIDELINES:
The Executive Secretary has determined that the proposed work is considered a minor alteration and is
consistent with the Guidelines as referenced below.
Chapter 11.A: Signs; General Guidelines
1. Use simple, legible words and graphics.
2. Keep letters to a minimum and the message brief and to the point. In many cases, symbols or
illustrations that communicate the nature of the business can be used.
3. Use a minimum number of colors, generally no more than three. Coordinate sign colors with the colors
used in the building facade.
4. Use historically appropriate materials such as wood or iron for signs and supporting hardware. Select
hardware that blends with the style of the sign and is neither flimsy nor excessively bulky.
The Commission has previously approved HDU (high density urethane signs on other buildings in the historic
district as the material is visually indistinguishable from wood and has the ability to be sandblasted, routed
and painted just like wood, but has a better longevity as an exterior sign.

Chapter 11.B.5: Signs; Commercial Buildings, Freestanding Signs
5. To respect the pedestrian scale, limit the size of a freestanding sign to four to six square feet in area.
Date Posted to HPC Website:
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11/23/2021

Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary
Historic Preservation Commission

_______
Date

3725 Park Avenue, Ellicott City
Minor Alteration Determination
AFTER 5 DAYS POSTING ON WEBSITE:
Written Objection WAS NOT Received:
Written Objection WAS Received:
No written objection was
received and the proposed
work was determined to be a
minor alteration, not requiring
Commission approval.

Yes, a written objection was
received. A Certificate of Approval
is required.

Executive Secretary Signature

Beth Burgess, Executive Secretary
Historic Preservation Commission

cc: 3725 Park Avenue File

_______
Date

Date Issued:

MA-21-38a
posted online

By Samantha Holmes at 1:07 pm, Nov 19, 2021

updated 11/22/2021

11/22/2021 - The posts will be updated to be painted blue rather than gray, in order to better match the sign and the subject building,
which does not have gray on this facade.

To be painted blue to match the sign

