
Workshops are held virtually through Webex by the Department of Community Resources and 
Services' Office of Children and Families, 9830 Patuxent Woods Drive, Columbia, MD 21046, 
unless otherwise noted. 

*Online registration only* For questions, contact: Kristin Reel at kreel@howardcountymd.gov

MAY 

Outdoor Environment Design for Infants & Toddlers 
Tues., May. 4 / 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM / $15 
J. Johnson / 1 CD 1 COM

Infants & Toddlers are natural investigators. Fueled by 
their curiosity, they use their senses to learn about the 
world. Oftentimes the outdoor environment is overlooked 
as an environment that can stimulate curiosity and 
learning in infants & toddlers. This workshop focuses on 
how to curate an outdoor learning environment for infants 
and toddlers to grow and learn based on their 
developmental needs and abilities.  

Including All Children and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Thurs., May. 6 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $30 
J. Lentz / 3 SN

Including all children in your child care program can be 
challenging if you don't understand what you are required 
to do. Explore the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) for early care programs, examine 
best inclusionary practices and learn about resources 
which can support you and your families.  

Basic Health & Safety Training 
Mon., May. 10 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $30 
J. Lentz / 3 HSN

This training provides information about health and safety 
topics for all child care providers to meet the requirement 
of the licensing regulation. Key topics include: 
establishing and maintaining safe and healthy 
environments, teaching safe practices to prevent and 
reduce injuries, identification and reporting of abuse or 
neglect and proper sanitation practices and procedures. 

Building Classroom Communities 
Wed., May. 12 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $30 
S. Burke/ 1.5 CUR 1.5 COM

This training addresses the various components involved in 
creating a supportive classroom community. In such a 
classroom environment, teachers and children come to know 
and care about each other and develop mutual regard and 
concern for each other, so that everyone can learn and grow. 
The training explores the three major leadership styles and 
their impact on a classroom, and it demonstrates how to utilize 
essential skills for building positive relationships between all 
staff and children. Throughout the training, the elements of a 
caring classroom community are identified. It ends with 
practical strategies to create a personalized action plan for 
building a classroom community in your current classroom.  

Summer Science Activities for Preschool Children 
Tues., May. 18 / 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM / $15 
D. Tobin/ 2 CUR

Summer is an ideal time to explore many science concepts. 
Flowers are in bloom, bees are gathering nectar, and animals 
have awoken from their sleep. This workshops explores the 
importance of science in the preschool classroom and looks at 
science activities that are related to summer.   

Creating a Language Rich Environment 
Wed., May. 26 / 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM / $15 
L. Moran/ 2 CUR

Language plays a key role in our ability to function within our 
environments. Participants will learn ways to foster language 
skills in the children they work with and how to identify when 
there is a possible delay.   
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JUNE 

Forced Separation: The Effects of Incarceration 
and Deportation on Young Children 
Tues., June 1 / 6:30 PM - 8:00 PM / $20 

J. Johnson / 1 CD  1 CUR

This training was designed to provide childcare 
providers with information regarding trauma 
experienced due to parental incarceration and 
deportation. This training is needed as the United 
States has the largest prison population in the world 
and this adversely effects children.  Current federal 
and local legislations changes are causing a strong 
enforcement of immigration laws, causing numerous 
children to be separated from their parent(s). This 
information is beneficial to participants because it will 
help them to recognize and even possibly prevent 
some of the possible outcomes of the trauma that is 
associated with these two extreme separations. It will 
also provide adequate resources to help children and 
their families. 

Blooms of Inclusion: Implementing Universal 
Strategies for Inclusive Practice 
Wed., June 2 / 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM / $15 
K. Reel / 3 SN

What does true inclusion look like in a childcare 
program? In this module, we will look at evidence-
based approaches to inclusive practice and explore 
tools for establishing program standards. We will 
learn strategies for continually improving practices 
that support inclusion, such as establishing strong 
collaboration with other professionals. As families are 
the experts on their child’s needs, we will discuss 
strategies you can use to engage families as 
partners. 

Helping Boys Blossom: Strength-Based 
Approaches for Teaching Boys 
Thurs., June 11 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $15 
S. Burke / 1 CD, 1 CUR 1 SN

Despite current research showing that there are not 
many differences between boys and girls, the 
statistics show that boys are still facing many 
challenges. In this training, participants will clarify 
their role in supporting boys’ growth, barriers that are 
created, and strength-based approaches to help 
boys blossom. 

Branches of Inclusion: Developing Supportive Systems 
for Inclusive Practice 
Mon., June 14 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $15 
L. Moran / 2 PRO 1 SN

Intentional systems of support are key to sustaining
inclusive practices. During this module, we will explore how
to plan for meaningful professional development that
supports your vision for inclusion and get the most out of
trainings and workshops.  We will discuss how to utilize
coaching and mentoring strategies to continually support
the implementation of critical practices.

You've Got a Friend: Teaching Friendship Skills 
Wed., June 16 / 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM / $15 
S. Burke. / 1 CD 1 CUR

Throughout the day, children learn to share, solve problems
and collaborate. They also build friendships that promote
positive social and emotional development. This workshop
uses CSEFEL based tools and strategies to help providers
teach appropriate social skills and create opportunities for
children to practice these skills, teachers can improve all
children’s social behaviors potentially for a lifetime.
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