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DECISION AND ORDER

Pursuant to Title 16, Subtitle 6, of the Howard County Code, notice having been

properly published, the Historic Preservation Commission (“Commission“) convened a

public hearing on March 4, 2021 to hear and consider the application of Jason Manelii

(“Applicant“), for a Certificate of Approval to make exterior alterations at 3774 Old

Columbia Pike, Ellicott City, Maryland (the “Subject Property“). The Commission

members present were Allan Shad, Eileen Tenor, Drew Roth, Bruno Reich, and Erica

Zoren. The following documents, incorporated into the record by reference, are applicable

to this case: (1) the appropriate provisions of the Howard County Charter and the Howard

County Code, including the Howard County Zoning Regulations; (2) the General Plan for

Howard County; (3) the application for a CertifIcate of Approval and associated records on

file with the Commission; (4) the Agenda for the March 4, 2021 Commission meeting; (5)

the Ellicott City Historic District Design Guidelines, May, 1998 (the “Design Guidelines

or ''Guidelines“); and (6) the general design guidelines listed in Rule 107 of the

Commission’s Rules of Procedure.

Summary of Testimony

Ms. Samantha Holmes, Staff to the Commission, presented the application.

identifying the work proposed by the Applicant for which approval is requested, and the
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Staffs recommendation and the basis for the recommendation. Copies of Staffs

recommendation and the application were provided to each Commission member and

reviewed with the Commission by Ms. Holmes. The Applicant testified in support of the

application.

Findings of Fact

Based upon the evidence, the Commission makes the following findings of fact:

The Subject Property

This property is located in the Ellicott City Historic District. According to SDAT

the building dates to 1899.

B. Proposed Improvements

The Applicant proposes to construct a 4-foot tall wooden picket fence, painted

white, along the rear and sides of the property facing Parking Lot D.

The fence would have the dog-eared profile and be constructed of pressure treated

lumber. There would be two single gates at two different locations in the fence line, as

shown in the plan in Figure 2.

C. Staff Report

Chapter 9.D: Landscape and Site Elements; Walls, Fences, Terraces, Walkways and
Driveways

1 ) Chapter 9.D recommends, “ Install open fencing, generally not more than fIve .feel
high, of wood or dark metal. Use closed wood fences only for side and rear yards
in areas where a precedent exists. Construct closed wood fences of painted vertical
boards. with straight or angled rather than scalloped tops,

The proposed fence style, consisting of a painted picket fence, complies with the

Guideline recommendations. There is also a precedent for picket fences in the direct

vicinity. There is a white picket fence at the rear of 3748 Old Columbia Pike facing Parking

Lot D (across the Roussey Lane Parking Lot D exit).

A.
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Hardwood is typically better suited for painting, rather than pressure treated wood.

In October 2020, the Commission approved the construction of a pressure treated fence to

be stained and last month approved the construction of an oak fence to be painted white.

D. Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends the HPC approve the fence design and location as submitted, but

determine if the pressure treated wood is appropriate for painting. If determined to be

appropriate, staff recommends the HPC approve the use of pressure treated wood to be

painted white.

E. Testimony

Mr. Shad swore in Jason Manelli. Mr. Shad asked if Mr. Manel Ii had any comments

on the Staff Report. Mr. Manelli explained they were proposing the wood type

recommended by the contractor. The Commission did not have any questions and found

the picket fence was appropriate in this location. Mr. Reich recommend using a treated

wood, which would last the longest. He said that using a solid white stain is the most

appropriate treatment for the pressure treated wood. Ms. Zoren said the white color

compliments the white wood trim on the house. Mr. Shad asked if the posts were square

top. Mr. Manelli said the tops will be crowned.

F. Motion

Ms. Tennor moved to approve as submitted with the use of a solid white stain on

pressure treated wood. Mr. Roth seconded. The motion was unanimously approved.

Conclusions of Law

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission concludes as follows:

A. Standards of Review

3



The standards for review of an application for a Certificate of Approval are set forth

in Section 16.607 of the Howard County Code and require consideration of:

(1) The historic, architectural, or archaeological value or significance of the
structure and its relationship to the historic value of the surrounding area;
(2) The relationship of the exterior architectural features of such structure to the
remainder of the structure and to the surrounding area;
(3) The general compatibility of exterior design, scale, proportion,
arrangement, texture and materials proposed to be used; and
(4) Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, which the Commission deems
to be pertinent.

Section 16.607(c) of the Code further provides:

It is the intent of this subtitle that the Commission be strict in its judgment of plans
for contributing structures. It is also the intent of this subtitle that the Commission
shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historic value or plans
for new construction, except where such plans would seriously impair the historic
or architectural value of surrounding structures or the surrounding area.

Section 16.607(d) authorizes the Commission to adopt guidelines for its review of

applications based on the standards set forth in the Code. Pursuant to this authority, the

Commission has adopted the Ellicott City Historic District Design Guidelines. Chapter 9

sets forth the relevant recommendations for Landscape and Site Elements in the Historic

District, as detailed in the Findings of Fact, part C.

B. Application of Standards

Applying these standards and guidelines to the Subject Property, the Commission

finds that it contributes to Ellicott City’s historic significance. Consequently, in reviewing

the application, the Commission will be strict in its judgment. The Commission finds that

the Applicant’s proposal would not impair the historic or architectural value of the

surrounding area. The Commission finds that the proposal is consistent with the

Guidelines. The evidence supports this conclusion
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The Applicant seeks approval for a white picket fence of wood. The fence is in

accord with Guidelines recommendations to use open fencing made of wood or metal.

There is a similar white picket fence nearby and the color and style of the proposed fence

are compatible with the historic building at the property.

For these reasons, and for the reasons identified in the Staff Report, and the reasons

stated by the Commission, the Commission concludes that the proposed work will not

impair the historic and architectural value of the surrounding area. The application

complies with the Guidelines and standards applicable to the Ellicott City Historic District.



ORDER AND CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, by a vote of 5 to

0 ? i t i s t h i s / S d a y o f /) r) ( 1 1 / 3 2 0 2 1 9 1:) 1SIDE RED ! that the

Applicant’s request for a Certificate of Approval to make exterior alterations at the Subject

Property, is APPROVED.

HOWARD COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION

J/)4 /w A 1 n / 1 da1F11EppIIrr1)& r
Drew Roth

APPROVED for Form and Legal Sufficiency:

HOWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF LAW
r3X

mRiaa
Senior Assistant County Solicitor

\J 7/

ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY THIS DECISION AND ORDER/CERTIFICATE OF
APPROVAL MAY APPEAL THE DECISION TO THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
HOWARD COUNTY WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE DECISION.
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FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL + HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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AT 8328 COURT AVENUE # COMMISSION
ELLICOTT CITY, MARYLAND

+ Case No. 21-06
# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # #

DECISION AND ORDER

Pursuant to Title 16, Subtitle 6, of the Howard County Code. notice having been

properly published, the Historic Preservation Commission (“Commission”) convened a

public hearing on March 49 2021 to hear and consider the application of Shawn Gladden,

Howard County Historical Society (“Applicant”), for a Certificate of Approval to make

exterior alterations at 8328 Court Avenue, Ellicott City, Maryland (the “Subject Property'’).

The Commission members present were Allan Shad, Eileen Tenor, Drew Roth. Bruno

Reich, and Erica Zoren. The following documents, incorporated into the record bY

reference, are applicable to this case: (1) the appropriate provisions of the Howard CountY

Charter and the Howard County Code> including the Howard County Zoning Regulations;

(2) the General Plan for Howard County; (3) the application for a Certificate of Approval

and associated records on file with the Commission; (4) the Agenda for the March 4, 2021

Commission meeting; (5) the Ellicott City Historic District Design Guidelines, MaY, 1998

(the “Design Guidelines” or “Guidelines”); and (6) the general design guidelines listed in

Rule 107 of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure.

Summary of Testimony

Ms. Samantha Holmes, Staff to the Commission, presented the application.

identifying the work proposed by the Applicant for which approval is requested9 and the
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Staffs recommendation and the basis for the recommendation. Copies of Staffs

recommendation and the application were provided to each Commission member and

reviewed with the Commission by Ms. Holmes. The Applicant testified in support of the

application.

Findings of Fact

Based upon the evidence, the Commission makes the following findings of fact:

The Subject Property

The property is located in the Ellicott City Historic District. According to SDAT

the building on the property dates to 1899. The building is also listed on the Howard County

Historic Sites Inventory as NO-50, First Presbyterian Church, now home to the Howard

County Historical Society.

B. Proposed Improvements

The Applicant proposes to install one freestanding sign, to be 18 inches high, by 32

inches wide for a total of 4 square feet. The background of the sign will be off-white and

there will be lavender text and border. The sign will be a cast aluminum sign on a 7-foot

aluminum pole. The sign will be located in front of the solid portion of wall, shown in

Figures 7 and 8, and will not be in front of the window. The sign is a historical marker

commemorating the leading Ellicott City suffragist who lived on Main Street.

The sign will read on 7 lines:

NATIONAL VOTES FOR WOMEN TRAIL
LAURA BYRNE 1855-1938
ELLICOTT CITY SUFFRAGIST
LED LOCAL CAMPAIGN AS
PRESIDENT OF HOWARD COUNTY
JUST GOVERNMENT LEAGUE
WILLIAM G. POMEROY FOUNDATION 2020

A.
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C. Staff Report

Chapter 11.D: Signs; Trafpc, Directional and Other Public Signage
1) Chapter 1 1.D recommends.

a. “Use directional and informational signs conservatively, in locations that
will maximize their effectiveness. Limit the number o.f.fteestanding poles to
minimize streetscape clutter.

b. ''Design signs of a particular type (e.g., all street name signs or all signs
directing visitors to parking areas or public buildings) with a consistent
style, lettering, size, color and logo.“

c. “When possible, mount signs on existing poles. or poles of a traditional
design and material. “

The proposed information/historical sign will be similar to existing historic

building plaques in design, but will not match in material and color as the historic building

plaques are bronze. This appears to be the only sign of this design and style in the District.

While the purple/lavender tones are unusual for signs in the district, the colors will be

complimentary to the blue tones in the granite stone on the museum building.

The sign will not utilize an existing pole, but will be installed on its own 7 foot

pole, which will match the sign in color and material. The area proposed for the signage

does not contain any other signs.

D. Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends the HPC determine if the application complies with the

Guidelines, and approve, modify or deny accordingly

E. Testimony

Mr. Shad swore in Shawn Glad(len. Mr. Shad asked if Mr. Gladden had any

comments on the Staff Report. Mr. Gladden clarified he was representing the Howard

County Historical Society. Ms. Zoren asked why the sign pole was 7 feet tall and whether

it was intended for pedestrian or vehicular traffic. Mr. Gladden did not know why the pole

was 7 feet tall, but explained they were awarded the sign from the Pomeroy Foundation
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and the specs are from the Pomeroy Foundation so all of their historical marker signs have

the same format throughout the country.

Mr. Gladden explained that they originally wanted this sign to be installed on Main

Street where Ms. Byrne lived, but the location will work well outside the Museum of

History, next to the new Children’s Museum, as part of their interpretative programming.

Mr. Roth expressed concern with the location of the sign, which was not directly tied to

the proposed location and the potential for future unrelated signs at the location. He did not

find the location complied with the Guidelines. Mr. Reich stated that adjacent to the

courthouse was appropriate for a sign associated with the suffrage movement.

The Commission discussed the existing Historical Society sign and Mr. Gladden

said he would submit a retroactive application for that sign.

Ms. Tennor said the Pomeroy Foundation website has a lot of historic figures and

signs. She said the color of the cast plaques for suffragists are designated by the Pomeroy

Foundation to be the lilac color, but asked if the pole color could be modified. Mr. Gladden

did not think the pole had to be lilac and the Commission discussed options, such as a black

pole which is commonly used in Ellicott City.

F. Motion

Mr. Reich moved to approve as submitted with a black pole instead of lilac

conditioned on the retroactive approval of the existing Historic Society Museum sign. Ms.

Tennor seconded. Mr. Roth opposed based on the Guidelines because of the proposed

location of the sign. The motion was approved 4 to 1.

Conclusions of Law

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Commission concludes as follows:
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A. Standards of Review

The standards for review of an application for a Certificate of Approval are set forth

in Section 16.607 of the Howard County Code and require consideration of:

(1) The historic, architectural, or archaeological value or significance of the
structure and its relationship to the historic value of the surrounding area;
(2) The relationship of the exterior architectural features of such structure to the
remainder of the structure and to the surrounding area;
(3) The general compatibility of exterior design, scale, proportion,
arrangement, texture and materials proposed to be used; and
(4) Any other factors, including aesthetic factors, which the Commission deems
to be pertinent.

Section 16.607(c) of the Code further provides:

It is the intent of this subtitle that the Commission be strict in its judgment of plans
for contributing structures. It is also the intent of this subtitle that the Commission
shall be lenient in its judgment of plans for structures of little historic value or plans
for new construction, except where such plans would seriously impair the historic
or architectural value of surrounding structures or the surrounding area.

Section 16.607(d) authorizes the Commission to adopt guidelines for its review of

applications based on the standards set forth in the Code. Pursuant to this authority, the

Commission has adopted the Ellicott City Historic District Design Guidelines. Chapter 1 1

sets forth the relevant recommendations for Signs in the Historic District, as detailed in the

Findings of Fact, part C.

B. Application of Standards

Applying these standards and guidelines to the Subject Property, the Commission

finds that it contributes to Ellicott City’s historic significance. Consequently, in reviewing

the application, the Commission will be strict in its judgment. The Commission finds that

the Applicant’s proposal would not impair the historic or architectural value of the

surrounding area. The Commission finds that the proposal is consistent with the

Guidelines. The evidence supports this conclusion.
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The Applicant seeks approval for a historic interpretive sign near a historic building

that is home to the Howard County Historical Society, near the historic Howard County

Courthouse. The sign is generally similar to other types of freestanding historic markers

that dot Maryland highways. It will be an 18 by 32-inch square-shaped metal sign mounted

on a seven-foot metal pole. An exception is the color of the sign, which will be a lilac

lavender color in recognition of the theme of the sign program, which is to celebrate the

history of the women’s suffrage movement. The sign will recognize Laura Byrne (1855-

1938) who was president of the Howard County chapter of the Just Government League. 1

The proposed sign and its location comply with the Guidelines. The sign functions

to interpret the history of the Historic District. It will be made of metal in a color that is

compatible with the surroundings and the mounting pole will be black as recommended by

the Guidelines. The sign is slightly large for pedestrian scale, but will be mounted away

from the building, near the road, so as not to detract from the historic structure. It may be

that a location closer to Ms. Byrne’s residence would be fitting; however, it is not difficult

to imagine Ms. Byrne and her comrades marching with banners, passing out literature, or

giving speeches at or near the spot of the sign, then a church yard across the street from the

Howard County Courthouse, whose judges and other officials were elected by the men of

the County. There is justifiable concern that the area around the Historical Society building

could become littered by historic signs. Accordingly, although the facts of this case merit

approval of the sign location, it shall not be used as precedent for locating additional

The Just Government League was one of the most “militant” and successful of the suffrage movements in
Maryland. They were known for their “suffrage hikes,” where they would carry banners from town to town,
passing out literature, and delivering speeches. Nicole Diehlmann, “ Women ’s Suffrage in Mat)?lancl'
Maryland Historical Trust Blog (Aug. 18, 2020) https://mdhistoricaltrust.wordpress.com/tag/just-government-
league/
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historic markers in the immediate vicinity. Ms. Byrne and her colleagues are due our full

attention and appreciation.

For these reasons, and for the reasons identified in the Staff Report, and the reasons

stated by the Commission, the Commission concludes that the proposed work will not

impair the historic and architectural value of the surrounding area. The application

complies with the Guidelines and standards applicable to the Ellicott City Historic District.



ORDER AND CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL

Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, by a vote of 4 to

1 9 i t i s t h i s ? > d a y o f J P r I p / 9 2 0 2 1 9 1=) 1R1:LD ERED 3 that the

Applicant’s request for a Certificate of Approval to make exterior alterations at the Subject

Property, is APPROVED, as amended and detailed herein.

HOWARD COUNTY HISTORIC
PRESERVATION COMMISSION

W
Ba

A( lew Sh,nJ
Allan Shad, Chair

EileEn fennr, Vice-Chair

le
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Bruno Reich

OPPOSED
Drew Roth

ad

APPROVED for Form and Legal Sufficiency:

HOWARD COUNTY OFFICE OF LAW

' . /IP-)-
ewls laylor

Senior Assistant County Solicitor

ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY THIS DECISION AND ORDER/CERTIFICATE OF
APPROVAL MAY APPEAL THE DECISION TO THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
HOWARD C’OLrNTY WITHIN THIRTY DAYS OF THE DATE OF THE DECISION.

8


