
SHOP
SUSTAINABLY

DISPOSE 
RESPONSIBLY

Do I need to 
own it?

YES

NOYES

NO

Borrow! Check with neighbors, 
local stores or the Elkridge DIY 

Center for rentals.

Can I repurpose something 
I already own?

Get creative! Check 
Instructables, 

YouTube and other 
DIY resources.

Buy used. Check 
Freecycle, Facebook, 

NextDoor and Buy 
Nothing groups first.

BEFORE 
YOU SHOP

What 
should 

I do with...?

Buy in Bulk
• Reduce amount of packaging
• Save money
• Minimize trips to the store

Buy Reusable
• Reduce single-use plastics
• Save money
• Extend a product’s life

Buy Local • Reduce carbon footprint
• Support local businesses

YES NO

Can this be reused?

List on Freecycle, 
Facebook, NextDoor 

and Buy Nothing 
groups first.

Check our
Know Before You 

Throw page for possible 
recycling options.

Guide to Reduce Your Trash

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Environmental-Services/What-Should-I-Do-With
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/Departments/Public-Works/Bureau-Of-Environmental-Services/What-Should-I-Do-With



