
HOWARD COUNIY DEPARTM£NT OF HOUSING & COMMUNrry DEVELOPMENT
9820 Patuxent Woods Drive, Suite 224 • Columbia, Maryland 21046 • 410-313-6318

Voice/Relay

Kelly A. Cimino, Director FAX 410-313-5960

January 27, 2020

Deb Jung - Council Chairperson
Howard County Council
George Howard Building
3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21043

Dear Council Chair Jung,

Section 13.402C(e)(8) of the County Code requires the Department of Housing and Community Development (the
“Department”) to provide a detailed annual report to the Council of each collection and expenditure of all MIHU fee-in-lieu
funds for the prior calendar year. For the year ending December 3 1, 2019, a list of the projects that selected the fee-in-lieu
option as alternative compliance for the MIHU requirement is attached. Because fee-in-lieu revenues are committed when
the MIHU agreement is signed, but not paid until a building permit is issued, the fees from these projects may or may not
be collected in the same year that the agreements are signed.

Upon review of the prior year’s revenue, the estimation and budgeting of the fee-in-lieu revenues was increased to
$ 1,900,000. for fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. The actual fee-in-lieu revenue for the calendar year ending December 3 1,
2019, was $3,450,287.

Following the passage of Council Bill 50 on November 4, 2019, Section 13.402C(e)(7) of the Code was updated to clarify
the use of the fee-in-lieu revenues collected by the Department. Revenue can be used for the Settlement Downpayment
Loan Program, the Rehabilitation Loan Program and grants to other County entities, the Howard County Housing
Commission or local non-profits for rental housing subsidies, the purchase and rehabilitation of existing properties for sale
or rent to low- or moderate income households, emergency eviction support, or other housing opportunities for low- and
moderate income households.

For the Calendar year ending December 3 1 , 2019, the Department provided funding for 23 Settlement Downpayment Loans
and 11 Workforce Initiative Loans, totaling $482,901 and $21,201 respectively, to first-time MIHU homebuyers. As
detailed on the attached Schedule E for FY 2020, $700,000 was awarded to 6 non-profits to fund the acquisition of 2 new
MiHU rental townhouse units, credit counseling and homebuyer education for first-time homebuyers, emergency home
repairs for low-income homeowners, and financial assistance for rental subsidies and eviction prevention for low- and
moderate income households. If you have any questions, please contact my office.

Sincerely,

qa/ a . CtAtu;t&
Kelly A. Cimino
Director

CC : Sameer Sidh, Chief of Staff
Diane Schwartz Jones, Administrator to County Council
Lonnie Robbins, Chief Administrative Officer

o www.howardcountymd.gov



Attachments: Schedule A – Fee-in-Lieu Agreements
Schedule B – Fee-in Lieu Revenue
Schedule C – Settlement Downpayment Loans
Schedule D – Workforce Initiative Loans
Schedule E – Fee-in-Lieu Initiatives
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