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Police identifying suspect in Columbia Mall shooting 
 

Howard County police have confirmed the identity of the man who shot and killed two employees before 

taking his own life in an incident yesterday at the Columbia Mall. 

 

Investigators identified Darion Marcus Aguilar, 19, of Hollywood Road in College Park, as the shooter. They 

still have not yet established motive in this case. One o...f the victims in the incident, 21-year-old Brianna 

Benlolo, also lived in College Park, but police have not yet been able to determine whether the two knew one 

another. They are continuing to conduct interviews and gather information today. Police also are working to 

see if Aguilar had any connection to the other victim, 25-year-old Tyler Johnson, of Mt. Airy. 

 

Explosives experts took necessary precautions to get close to Aguilar's body after the shooting. Police 

observed he was wearing a significant amount of ammunition when his body was found. He was located 

lying near a Mossberg 12-gauge shotgun and it is believed he died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound. 

Police believe the gun was legally purchased by Aguilar in December. 

 

A search of Aguilar's bag found inside the store revealed two homemade devices that appeared to be an 

attempt at making explosives. Both were rendered safe. Police conducted a thorough search of the mall 

overnight using 20 K-9 units from various law enforcement agencies and found no other devices. 

 

Police have interviewed a victim who was shot in the foot during the incident. She advised that she was on 

the lower level of the mall below the Zumiez store when she received the injury. Police believe Aguilar fired 

between six and nine shots inside and outside of the Zumiez store and at least one of those shots fired down 

to the lower level, striking the victim in the foot. Four other people sustained minor injuries from medical 

conditions or from falling in the rush to get away from the scene. 

 

Detectives also reviewed video of Aguilar's entrance to the mall after he was dropped off by a cab around 

10:15 a.m. yesterday. They tracked his movement and found that he stayed in a generally confined area 

before the shooting in the Zumiez at 11:15 a.m. The mall was cleared around 2 a.m. today and will remain 

closed, possibly through Tuesday. 

 

Mall patrons who left personal property in the mall's common areas can pick them up at 30 Corporate Center, 

also known as the PNC Building at 10440 Little Patuxent Parkway, near the mall between noon and 5 p.m. 

Grief counselors will be available for those picking up property over the next few days. The mall 

management team will be contacting retailers directly today to schedule appointments for them to access 

their businesses. Anyone with an emergency situation related to property left inside the mall should call the 

mall's Public Safety Office at 410-730-3302. 

 

Additional information will be released as it becomes available. 
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