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Minutes  

May 21, 2018 

 

PRESIDING:  Sharonlee Vogel, Chair  

 

Members Attending  Excused 

Jennifer Asher  Reg Avery 

Angie Boyter  Debbie Fleischmann 

Pete Brunner  Bob McLaughlin 

Susan Hailman  Eletta Morse 

Jan Horan   

Julia Mattis   

Bob McLaughlin 

Andrew Monjan 

Eletta Morse 

Sue Song 

Michael Willis 

 

Office on Aging and Independence 

Terri Hansen 

Trisha Olsen 

 

Howard County Police Department 

Andre Lingham 

 

Call to order 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm.   

 

Approve Agenda 

Sharonlee Vogel requested the agenda be amended to include a Chair’s Report, following the Workgroup Reports.  

Michael Willis motioned to approve the amended agenda and Pete Brunner seconded the motion.  Motion was 

approved. All in favor. Agenda accepted. 

 

Approve Minutes  

Pete Brunner motioned to approve the minutes, and Michael Willis seconded the motion.  Motion was approved. 

All in favor. Minutes accepted. 
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Intergenerational Programming in 50+ Centers 

Trish Olsen provided the Commission with an overview of the OAI’s Intergenerational Programming.  Most of 

the partnerships that allow for intergenerational programming are long standing, including several that span 

decades.  The Office partners with the Applications and Research Lab (ARL) to host two intergenerational 

events each year for the ARL’s culinary arts and health students.  A partnership with the Glenelg Country Day 

School allows eighth grade students to interview older adults as part of an oral history project.  Partnerships 

with local high school drama departments allow older adults the chance to enjoy local theater shows.   

 

The Office also partners with Project SEARCH to host students in both the main office and 50+ Centers. 

 

In addition to these long-standing programs, individual centers are also free to create intergenerational 

programming in their spaces.   

 

Workgroup Reports 

Transportation 

Andre Lingham shared the group’s three focus areas: 1) advocate for more user-friendly, on-demand 

transportation options; 2) investigate how other jurisdictions use on-demand transportation; and 3) increase 

awareness of research and use of driverless cars.   

 

The Commission determined the primary goal of the workgroup would be to advocate for more user-friendly, 

on-demand transportation options. 

 

Promoting Aging in the Community and Healthy Aging  

Andrew Monjan reported that the workgroup developed three proposed priorities:  1) collaborate and cosponsor 

activities in place and to be developed regarding the older adult population; 2) develop a white paper on safe 

havens for vulnerable adult populations; and 3) promote aging in the community and healthy aging through 

outreach talks. 

 

The Commission discussed the priority areas and determined the primary goal would be to develop a white 

paper on safe havens for vulnerable adult populations.   

 

Jennifer Asher motioned that the workgroup continues to pursue partnering with Robinson Nature Center and 

Pete Brunner seconded the motion.  All were in favor.   

 

Communications/Outreach 

Jan Horan updated the Commission on the workgroup’s activities since the last Commission meeting.  Members 

of the workgroup met with Office on Aging staff to determine what changes editors could make on the county’s 

website.   

 

The group has determined that pursuing a more ADA friendly site with higher contrast, scalable font size, and 

colors that are more friendly to those with vision issues would be their primary goal. 

 

Senior Tax Issues 

Pete Brunner shared the priorities of the Senior Tax Issues workgroup: 1) continue to advocate for the passing 

of legislation to liberalize residential limits on the Aging in Place Tax Credit; 2) work to identify all tax credits 

that may be useful to seniors at a Federal, State, and County level; 3) research project to determine sources of 

information on pricing services received by seniors as well as determining mean taxes paid by seniors.   

 

The Commission was in favor of making the primary goal advocating for legislation to liberalize residential 

limits on the Aging in Place Tax Credit. 

 



The Commission also discussed using its booth at the 50+ EXPO to educate consumers on the available tax 

credits and suggested this as a potential seminar topic. 

 

 

Following the workgroup reports, the Commission discussed the timeline for the potential letter to the County 

Executive.  It was determined that the letter will be sent the third week of June, following primary elections.  

Any wording changes or suggestions should be sent to Sharonlee by June 15. 

 

Chair’s Report 

Sharonlee shared information about legislation for a potential Erikson Living CCRC in Clarksville that will be 

going in front of the County Council and asked if the Commission was interested in taking a position on the 

proposal.  Commissioners were divided and felt as though they didn’t have sufficient information to make a 

decision, so no official position will be taken. 

 

Office on Aging Report 

Terri Hansen shared that the Office’s Administrator position was again open for applicants.   

 

Terri also provided an update on the RTA Fares.  Beginning 7/1/18, general paratransit fares will increase from 

$2.50 to $3 one way.  On 7/1/19, they will increase from $3 to $4.  Another increase is proposed for 2020, which 

would bring the one-way cost to $5.  Books of tickets will be available at a discount for ADA paratransit riders, 

but not for general paratransit.   

 

New Business 

None 

 

Sharing from Commissioners 

Andrew Monjan reported that he received his new Medicare card in the mail.  Andrew also recently took 

advantage of the Roving Radish and tried one of their dinner offerings.  While the prep time was longer than 

advertised the meal was tasty. 

 

Andrew also shared that a Repair Café has been scheduled for East Columbia 50+ Center for October 13, from 

1-4pm and the Commission has a chance to co-sponsor the event to help get their name out.  Susan Hailman 

motioned that the Commission co-sponsor the event and Julia Mattis seconded the motion.  All in favor. 

 

Adjournment 

Julia Mattis motioned to adjourn.  Susan Hailman seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55pm.  

 

Recording Secretary:  Jennie Rittenhouse 

 

Next Meeting:  June 25, 2018, Ellicott City 50+ Center, 7pm 

 

 


