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Howard County Health Department Opioid Response Related Activities 

Focus Area Project Description 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Systems 
Development 
 

Serves as Howard County’s Local Addiction Authority 
(LAA) 
 

The LAA is the lead entity charged with implementing a comprehensive and 
integrated system of substance use disorder (SUD) care in Howard County. Among 
other activities, the LAA is coordinating with other providers to secure a full 
continuum of outpatient SUD treatment services available for Howard County 
residents.  This includes reaching out to providers to determine interest in offering 
(or expanding) SUD treatment services in the County.   
 

Provides leadership and or participation on multiple 
multi-agency stakeholder committees   

 Alcohol and Drug Abuse Advisory Board (ADAAB) 

 Recovery Orientation Systems of Care (ROSC) 
Change Team  

 Local Health Improvement Coalition’s Behavioral 
Health Workgroup 

The focus of these groups differ but in total, addresses the broad spectrum of 
prevention, treatment, recovery and systems development for substance use 
disorder treatment continuum.  

Behavioral Health Learning Collaborative  Convenes behavioral health providers (especially SUD service providers) and 
teaches practical capacity-building skills so providers can improve service delivery 
and successfully apply for national accreditation, a new requirement in the State 
of Maryland.  
 

In   Behavioral Health Private Insurance Ombudsman 
 

Identifies and addresses the barriers for those who have private health insurance 
to assure timely access to affordable services. Provides education to consumers 
regarding health insurance coverage, including how to access services along the 
continuum of services. Also, advocates for appropriate behavioral health insurance 
reimbursement codes and rates; making sure specialists and specialized 
treatments are covered and accessible; and that inpatient and crisis services as 
recommended by the individual’s treating physician is considered as part of the 
covered plan of care. 
 

In   Complaint Investigations Regarding Substance Use 
Disorder Treatment or Opioid Treatment Programs 

 
 

Collaboration with State and Federal authorities to conduct complaint investigation as 
needed and assistance with resolution of the complaint. 
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Prevention 

Opioid Prevention & Education Activities – Focused on 
General Public  
In partnership with HC Drug Free 

Prevention efforts include alcohol and drug prevention social marketing and media 
campaigning, educational forums with adolescents and adults, teen advisory 
council, health and community fairs, and prevention newsletters. Initiatives also 
manage Prescription Drop Box Program. 
 

Opioid Prevention & Education Activities – Focused on 
Family of Decedents, Prescribers & HC Providers of 
Decedents  

Efforts include surveying prescribers on prescribing practices and education and 
resources needs on prescribing practices, social marketing and media campaigning 
on opioid prevention and best prescribing practices.  One public service 
announcement (PSA) released to the public on opioid awareness; a second PSA in 
development.  Several additional strategies are under development including bus 
ads, signage and billboards on opioid awareness, and a continuing medical 
education webinar for prescribers. 
 

Opioid Data Repository  Multi-agency effort to create a single data collection, storage, retrieval and sharing 
system for both fatal and non-fatal overdose data.  Currently data is collected by 
multiple agencies and sharing across agencies is limited due to confidentiality 
laws.  Barriers are being identified and addressed.  
 

Overdose Response Fatality Team Multi-agency team that examines the causes of overdose deaths in Howard 
County to guide policy development and intervention strategies.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Screening 

Screening Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment (SBIRT) at the Howard County Detention 
Center 

 

We will utilize the peer recovery support staff to screen and provide brief 
intervention to the inmates at the Detention Center that may be waiting for a 
substance use disorder assessment or may be released too quickly for an 
assessment or referrals.  

Alcohol / Drug screenings for Temporary Cash 
Assistance Recipients  
In partnership with Howard County Department of 
Social Services 

 

Substance use disorder screening and treatment referral services for individuals 
eligible for Temporary Cash Assistance. 

Screening for  Behavioral Health issues within 
Reproductive Health client population 

 

Conducts screenings, referrals to mental health and substance use disorder 
treatment and follow up/case management services. 
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Treatment  

Overdose Response Training (Naloxone Training) Training is provided and participants are certified to administer naloxone to 
individuals overdosing from opioids.  Participants are given free Naloxone kits 
which include two doses of Naloxone and an atomizer.  Training is offered to wide 
variety of audiences including users, providers, family/friends, and community 
agencies. 
 

Court Assessor A counselor assesses individuals referred from the Howard County District Court 
System (recruitment pending). 
 

Drug/DUI Court Provides case management and treatment coordination on the drug/DUI court 
team.  
 

Outpatients Services at Howard County Detention 
Center 

Provides ASAM Level I outpatient treatment services within the detention center.  
Two counselors work full time within the detention center to conduct 
assessments, group sessions, and individual sessions 
 

Inpatient Treatment Contracts (adults & adolescents) Has contracts with providers (Maryland Treatment Center, Tuerk House, and 
Pathways) for inpatient and detox services. 
 

Public-Private Partnership with Silverman’s Treatment 
Solutions  

Silverman’s Treatment Solutions, a methadone clinic, co-exist in HCHD’s building 
space provided free-of charge in exchange for providing critical treatment service 
in the community.   
 

Howard House in Ellicott City  
Residential Treatment for Men 
 

Provides ASAM 3.1 (clinically managed low intensity residential services) for 15 
men.  Here, resources, referrals, and care coordination (via Maryland Recovery 
Net) are provided. 
 
 
 

Outpatient Treatment Referrals Referrals are made with local outpatient services provides to include (but not 
limited to) Way Station, Humanim, JAEL, Silverman’s Treatment Solutions, I Can’t 
We Can, MPB Group, Kolmac Clinic, Integrative/Congruent Counseling, and 
Columbia Addiction Center to facilitate referrals and coordination of care for 
individuals in need to mental health, methadone, and SUD services.   
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Treatment 
Con’t 

Syringe Exchange Program – coming 
In Partnership with Baltimore City Health Department 
 

Through a State grant, Baltimore City Health Department will administer a needle 
exchange program for Howard County.  Details are still in the early stages of 
development.   

Assessment & Referrals for Adolescents HCHD has an MOU with the Howard County Public School System with the 
Maryland Student Assistance Program offering assessments, outpatient treatment 
and referrals for substance use disorders for adolescent.  
 

 
 
Care 
Coordination 

State Care Coordination/ Maryland Recovery Net 
(MDRN) Care Coordination 

State Care Coordination  provides linkages to community resources. Maryland 
Recovery Net (MDRN) Care Coordination - Provides vouchers and referrals for a 
variety of services including housing, counseling, transportation and job skills 
training. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Recovery  

Recovery Housing via Vendor Contracts HCHD contracts with Living in Recovery (males & females) and Project Encompass 
(females) to purchase recovery housing in Howard County. 
 

Peer Recovery Support Services The peer recovery support staff work in different locations including:  the Recovery 
and Wellness Center engaging peers in recovery support activities; the Howard 
County Detention Center and Howard House providing co-led group treatment, 
offering individual peer support sessions with clients, and co-led Sexual Health in 
Recovery group treatment; Drug Court, Rt. 1 Resource Center, and private 
treatment providers offering recovery support and referrals to treatment and self-
help, on-call with Grassroots and Police to provide referrals to treatment and self-
help. 
 
 
 

Wellness and Recovery Center  
Funded by HCHD to HC Mental Health Authority; 
operated by On Our Own of Howard County 

This facility provides integrated mental health and substance use disorder services 
in recovery-oriented community center that is peer-operated.  Support is provided 
to consumers free of charge. Open 6 days a week.  
 


