
SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS 
 

 

REVISED PLANS 
If required, 45 day re-

submittal deadline. 
Return to step 2 

STEP 2. SUBMISSION OF PLANS TO DPZ 
(Sketch(S), Preliminary(P), Preliminary Equivalent 
Sketch(SP), Final(F), Site Development Plan(SDP), 

Environmental Concept Plan (ECP)**) 
 

 

 STEP 3. REVIEW OF PLANS BY SUBDIVISION REVIEW 
COMMITTEE (SRC) AND ASSESSMENT OF 
ADEQUATE PUBLIC FACILITIES (APFO)   

SRC meeting or review held 3 to 4 weeks after 
initial application date 

 

STEP 4.PLAN IS TECHNICALLY COMPLETE 
(May require revised plan submission to specific SRC Agencies) 

 

STEP 7. PAYMENT OF SURETY BY LAND OWNER 
(Executes Developer’s Agreement and payment of fees 

120 day deadline for Final Plan; 180 days for SDP) 
 

STEP 1. PRE-SUBMISSION COMMUNITY MEETING 
Property owner must hold meeting prior to 

submission of plans to DPZ for S, SP, Minor Final 
Plan, and SDP (if initial submission) 

 

STEP 5. ORIGINALS (MYLARS) SUBMITTED FOR 
ECP, S, SP, OR P 

(ECP, Sketch, SP, or P submitted to DPZ for 
signature) 

 

STEP 9. PLAT SIGNED ANDPLAT RECORDED AT LAND RECORDS OFFICE 
(DPZ assigns permanent APF Housing Unit Allocations) 

 

(If Applicable) 

(If Applicable) 

Community Input* 
Via meeting 

(If Applicable) 

Community Input* 
Via letter, email or phone 

Community Input* 
Via meeting or written 

comments 

STEP 6. ORIGINAL FINAL CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS SUBMITTED TO DPZ 
FOR SIGNATURE 

Roads, SWM, Water & Sewer, Landscape, Forest Conservation (60 day deadline) 
 

PLANNING BOARD  
PUBLIC HEARING/MEETING 
Approval required for 
MXD, NT, R-ED, PGCC, 

PSC, CC, and OT Zoning 
Districts 

S or SP – Hearing 
SDP - Meeting 

 

(If Applicable) 

REVIEW PROCESS COMPLETE FOR ECP, S, P, AND 
SP STAGES! 

(PROCEED FOR SDP AND F STAGES) 

STEP 5. FINAL PLAN OR SDP 
PLAN 

 

STEP 8.SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL FINAL PLAT OR SDP FOR SIGNATURE 
(180 day deadline from Technically Complete Letter) 

 
 

REVIEW PROCESS COMPLETE FOR SDP AND F STAGES! 

STEP 1A.  DESIGN ADVISORY PANEL (DAP) 
MEETING 

Advisory meeting required for Rt. 1 & Rt. 40 
projects, Downtown Columbia, & New Town 

Village Centers. 
(Sketch (S), Preliminary Equivalent Sketch 

(SP), and Site Development Plan (SDP)) 

* Community input is welcomed at any point in the review 
process; points indicated are the most opportune times.  Please 
see Section 16.128 of the Howard County Subdivision and Land 
Development Regulations for more detailed information 
concerning pre-submission community meeting requirements. 
 
** Environmental Concept Plan (ECP) must be submitted with S or 
SP and prior to SDP and Minor Subdivision/Resubdivision Final 
Plans. 
 
Updated November, 2010 

Disclaimer:  All content contained within this chart is for 
informational purposes only and is subject to change at any time 
based on this Department’s interpretation of the Subdivision and 
Zoning Regulations.  All projects will be reviewed by this 
Department on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Community Input* 
Via written comments 
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