
Howard County Commission for Women 
9830 Patuxent Woods Drive 
Columbia, Maryland 21046 

September 10, 2019 
 
Members Present        Members Absent  
Kashonna Holland, Chair       Phyllis Zolotorow 
Meg Boyd, Vice-Chair       Dianne Paulus   
Jessica Epps, Secretary 
Farida Guzdar 
Maxine Kellman-Allen         
Judy Zhou   
Rhonda Jones  
Lanlan Xu 
 
         
Staff Present         Staff Absent   
Cheryl Mattis, Executive Secretary         

     
     

Guests Present            
None 
 
 
Call to Order: 
With a quorum present, the CFW meeting was called to order at 7:18pm 
 
Introduction: 
Kashonna welcomed all to the first meeting of the 2019-2020 year.  
 
Approval of June minutes: 

o A motion was made to review the June minutes  
o The minutes need to be updated to reflect the new officer slate.  

 
Chair’s Report: 

o Speaker Series 
o A recommendation was made to move the October event to November due to Yom Kippur. 

 Potential speakers have been contacted and are amenable to this change 
o Cheryl will obtain permission for the CFW to partner with Elected Officials on the Speaker 

Series 
o Topics  

 Economic (Fair and Equitable Wages) – Lanlan to continue conversations with 
Kimberly 

 Social (Mental Health) 
 Political (Awareness of Women’s Issues) - Describe your journey, provide your 

thoughts on women’s issues in Howard County, what can CFW do to help? 
o Staff Efforts 



 Kashonna to send a blurb to Lisa regarding the event. This information will be 
included in the flier 

o M-Law Conference 
o Kashonna to confirm date and provide more information 
o Opportunity for individuals to receive a legislative update regarding women’s issues in 

Maryland  
o Feminine Hygiene Drive 

o This year, the CFW will continue to raise awareness regarding access issues to FH products 
 CFW will include messaging highlighting this need and making this issue more visible 

to the public 
 One idea is to empower individuals within your network and conduct “mini drives” 
 Rhonda to create infographic template 

o The subcommittee will meet to discuss the best approach to the initiative 
o CFW Information for Vendor Tables 

o Rack Card to be developed rather than a brochure 
 Kashonna to send information to Staff for Rack Card development 
 Staff to provide printing cost 

o Howard County Health Expo  
o October 6, 2019 
o CFW to have a table  
o CFW to have a FH box – Farida to email organizers and provide request for attendees to 

bring FH products 
o Information to Distribute: 

 Pens 
o Coming Attractions Sign and Sign-in sheet – Kashonna to provide staff with tentative list of 

coming events 
o Shifts: 

 10-12 – Farida 
 12-2 – Kashonna 
 2-4 – Jessica and Maxine  

o Farida to be given tablecloth, surveys, and pen 
o Kashonna to provide write-up to staff and Farida 

o Record Retention  
o Rhonda and Cheryl to look into record retention 

 
Executive Secretary’s Report:  
Cheryl provided additional information regarding two upcoming events. The Master Aging Event will take 
place on October 19, 2019 - $1 fee. This event will occur on a Saturday at HCC and promote lifelong 
learning.  
 
On November 8, 2019, the Second Human Trafficking Conference will take place- $35fee.  
 
New Business:  

o Hall of Fame 
o Nomination Deadline – November 21, 2019 
o Call for Nominations to go out – beginning of October 2019 
o A motion was made to vote to remove the Trailblazer category, but keep recent 

modifications made to application. This motion was seconded. The motion passed. 
 In January, we should discuss updating the Hall of Fame for next year. 



o Meg to send Cheryl application 
 Cheryl to confirm that this timeline is realistic 

o Date of Event 
 Thursday, March 19, 2019 or March 21, 2020 

• Logistics committee to look into potential conflicts 
Motivational Moment: 
Throughout the month, we experience inspirational moments. As we begin our meetings, we will allocate a 
few minutes to share what has inspired us. 

o Stories of perseverance, bravery, and resilience were shared. 
 
Adjournment:  
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded, and all present were in favor and 
the motion was passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm 
 
Submitted by Jessica Epps 
The next meeting will be held on October 8, 2019 


