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General Requirements
1. All battery powered smoke alarms shall be sealed, tamper resistant units incorporating a silence/hush button and using long-life (10 year) batteries. All smoke alarms shall be UL Listed.
2. All smoke alarms, battery powered or electric powered, shall be replaced when they are more than 10 years old (from date of manufacture).
3. When electric (AC) powered smoke alarms require replacement they shall be replaced with an electric powered smoke alarm with a battery back-up, never with a battery powered smoke alarm.
4. A smoke detector installed as part of an approved fire alarm system is an acceptable alternative to an electric (AC) powered smoke alarm.
5. Each sleeping room occupied by a deaf or hard-of-hearing person shall be equipped with a smoke alarm suitable to alert a deaf or hard-of-hearing person.

Installation Requirements:
Homeowners are required to meet the smoke alarm code requirements based upon when their home was constructed (permit issued) as per the following chart: 

	Residential One, Two, and Three Family Homes Including Townhouses

	If your home was constructed
	The smoke alarm requirements are as follows :

	Prior to 7/1/1982
	
	Shall have a minimum of one (1) smoke alarm installed:
On every level of the home, including basements and occupied attics. 
Outside each sleeping area.
Smoke alarms may be either battery or hard wired directly to the building’s power supply. 

	Between
7/1/1982 
	
1/1/1989
	Shall have a minimum of one (1) smoke alarm installed:
On every level of the home, including basements and occupied attics. 
Outside each sleeping area. 
The smoke alarm outside the sleeping area must be electric (AC) powered. 

	Between
1/1/1989 
	
7/1/1990
	Shall have a minimum of one electric (AC) powered smoke alarm installed:
On every level of the home, including basements and occupied attics. 
Outside each sleeping area. 
The smoke alarms shall be interconnected to alarm simultaneously.

	Between
7/1/1990  
	
10/10/2001
	Same as 1/1/89 to 7/1/1990 requirements plus: 
The smoke alarms shall have integral battery backup. 

	After
10/10/2001
	

	Same as 1/1/89 to 10/10/2001 requirements plus: 
Smoke alarms shall be long lasting (10 year) with battery backup. 
A smoke alarm shall be installed in each sleeping room 

	Residential Multi-Family (Apartments, Condos)

	Prior 1/1/1989 
	
	Multi‐family residential buildings shall have smoke alarms hardwired to the buildings power supply.

	1/1/1989 
	
	All requirements same as stated in dates above for Single family Residential.


Note: Home businesses or other situations, such as family home daycare, assisted living facilities and rental properties have additional smoke alarm code requirements.

Definitions:
Sleeping Area – a space that includes one or more sleeping rooms and a hall or common area immediately adjacent to any sleeping room
Sleeping Room – an enclosed room with a bed or similar piece of furniture arranged to be used as a bedroom
Smoke Alarm – a single or multiple station device that detects visible or invisible products of combustion and includes a built-in internal alarm signal
Smoke Detector – a system-connected smoke sensing device tied to a fire alarm control panel or a household fire warning panel
UL Listed – tested by a nationally recognized testing laboratory to comply with Underwriters Laboratories standard for single or multiple station smoke alarms
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