
 
 

Fibs and Exaggerations and Things a Landlord 

May Forget to Tell You 

It can be hard to find an affordable apartment or house so you may be tempted to jump 

at a place that fits your budget. But you may pay later if you don’t take the time to verify 

a landlord’s promises and ask about terms that aren’t mentioned. For example: 

“It’s a standard lease – you don’t need to read it” - Take the time, and read through 

your lease terms to make sure you’re not missing anything. Yes, it’ll take some time. 

And no, it’s not particularly fun. But it’s more fun than getting caught by surprise with no 

legal recourse down the line. 

“This place is in move-in condition” – Don’t sign a lease until you see the property. 

And, make sure you aren’t penalized for a prior tenant’s damages by asking the landlord 

to walk through the unit with you and document (in writing or with pictures) existing 

damages such as carpet stains or broken floor tiles. Also, look for evidence of pests, 

rodents, or mold. If the landlord promises to make repairs, be sure to get it in writing. 

“This is a great neighborhood” - Your prospective landlord probably won’t mention 

that the house next door is occupied by loud, obnoxious people who never seem to go 

to work or go to bed. Similarly, s/he probably won’t tell you if the neighborhood has 

traffic problems or is a high crime area. Before signing a lease, do some research and 

visit the property at different times of the day and night. You may also get good info by 

talking with folks you see walking a dog or going to work in the corner store.  

When will the landlord drop by? Obviously, a landlord needs access to the property 

to make repairs and to ensure that you are properly maintaining the unit. But you’ll want 

some advance-notice for non-emergency visits. Make sure the lease states when and 

under what circumstances the landlord can enter the property.  

Are they visitors or roommates? Some landlords are very strict about the number of 

people who live in their properties. Extra people can cause parking issues, more noise 

and additional wear and tear. Don’t assume your apartment can be your boyfriend’s 

second home. Review the lease and ask your landlord about any restrictions on how 

many and how often you can have visitors stay with you.  

“No pets” means no pets! Dogs and cats (and ferrets, snakes, and birds) can cause 

major damage as well as extra wear and tear on a property. So, many landlords simply 

don’t allow them. Others will charge pet deposits or extra rent to protect themselves. 

Check the lease and don’t assume that your “baby” will go unnoticed. 

For more information on landlord-tenant issues, visit the Office of Consumer 

Protection’s website at: www.howardcountymd.gov/landlordtenant.  

http://www.howardcountymd.gov/landlordtenant

