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Celebrating the Elkridge 50+ Center
Groundbreaking, just in time for
National Senior Center Month

On August 3, Howard County Executive Calvin Ball broke ground on the
long-awaited new Elkridge Community and 50+ Center, located at 6371 Old
Washington Road in Elkridge. “A $65.5 million public facility like this can sit in a
planning document for decades before it is realized,” said Dr. Ball. “But this project
didn’t. It moved forward because this community never stopped believing in it”
September is National Senior Center Month, so the timing is especially fitting.

“The Elkridge Community and 50+ Center will be a place where older adults
can stay active, build meaningful connections, and access the programs and
services that support healthy, independent living. By bringing people together
across generations, this center will strengthen community, reduce social
isolation, and help ensure Howard County remains a place where people can
thrive at every age,” said Jackie Scott, Director of the Department of Community
Resources and Services (DCRS).

Many Elkridge 50+ Center members opted to watch a live stream of the
groundbreaking ceremony at the existing center. “Our members enjoyed
refreshments, music and the opportunity to celebrate this historic milestone
together,” said Elkridge 50+ Center director Danielle Carter. “The event was a
wonderful reflection of the strong community spirit that makes Elkridge so special”

Building construction is expected to begin this fall and be completed

by summer 2028. The first phase will include the construction of an
approximately 70,000 square foot facility housing the new Elkridge 50+ Center,
plus designated general recreation program and shared spaces and a satellite
station for the Howard County Police Department.

The new 50+ Center will have its own dedicated entry and will include a
Connections Suite, a multipurpose room, classrooms, activity/ meeting rooms,

as well as office space, workstations and a breakroom for staff. Visitors to the 50+
Center will also have access to the community center gymnasium, fitness exercise
room, kitchen space, a quiet room and restrooms with an adult changing station.

The Office on Aging and Independence will share the facility with the
Department of Recreation and Parks. Dedicated recreation spaces will include
a 20,000 square foot gymnasium, with an indoor track and volleyball courts,
two basketball courts, and six pickleball/badminton courts. The facility will
also feature a fitness room, full kitchen and culinary learning space; dance
studio; combined game room/teen-rec room; pre-school/early childhood
learning center, as well as office spaces and workstations.

From the desk of Calvin Ball,
Howard County Executive

Upcoming federal policy changes will significantly

alter Medicaid eligibility for many non-citizen older

adults in Maryland. Understanding these changes is

vital for families, caregivers, and community members in Howard County
to avoid unexpected gaps in healthcare coverage. With approximately
55,500 residents aged 65 and older living in Howard County and a
diverse foreign-born population (22.7% of our community or roughly
76,400 people), these changes directly impact our neighbors. The Howard
County Office on Aging and Independence (OAI) is prepared to help local
older adults navigate the changing landscape.

Beginning October 1, 2026, federal updates under H.R. 1 will restructure
tull-scope Medicaid eligibility for non-citizens, impactizng funding for
specific lawfully present groups.

« Adults holding refugee, asylee, or parolee status and certain victims of
abuse or trafficking will lose federal funding for full-scope Medicaid
coverage, with limited coverage for emergencies.

« Lawful Permanent Residents (green card holders) who meet the federal
five-year waiting period retain full-scope eligibility. Cuban/Haitian entrants
and Compact of Free Association (COFA) migrants also remain fully eligible.

« The Maryland Department of Health and Maryland Health Connection
will mail official redetermination notices to affected households before
October. Older adults are urged to update their mailing addresses in the
state portal.

Two other updates take effect January 1, 2027, when enrollees must
complete redetermination paperwork to satisfy income tests every six
months instead of once a year; and certain adults must document at least
80 hours per month of work, job training or community engagement
unless they qualify for an exemption.

For more information, contact Maryland Access Point at 410-313-1234.

September 30

10a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Bain 50+ Center

Get There With Confidence!

Visit
bit.ly/HoCo-Transit101

This interactive program will introduce adults 50+ to the many transit
options available in Howard County. Explore hands-on tools, watch
live demos, and receive expert advice designed to help you stay safe,
confident, and mobile. Light refreshments will be served.

Scan the QR code above or
call 410-313-7213 to register.



https://www.marylandhealthconnection.gov/whats-new/
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/howardcounty/activity/search/detail/164414?onlineSiteId=0&from_original_cui=true&locale=en-US

September Events at Howard County 50+ Centers

Aging with Confidence: Navigating

Care, Planning and Change
Glenwood 50+ Center
September 1, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. - #A03811.800

Join us as a panel of experts provide
information and answer your questions.
Topics include: Elder Law,

Financial Planning, Senior Advocate,
Home Care, Downsizing,

Cognitive Health, and Real Estate.

Strategies for Swing Trading Stocks/EFTs
Glenwood 50+ Center

September 1, 3 — 4 p.m. - #A03667.803 or call 410-313-5440
Get an overview of strategies for swing trading stocks and EFTs

and the practical advantages they offer. NO stock buy/sell
recommendations will be made.

Recruiting for the Legacy Leadership Institute on
Public Policy

Classroom Training: Tuesdays/Wednesdays

September 9 — December 3

General Session: January 13 — April 12, 2027

The University of Maryland’s Legacy Leadership Institute on Public
Policy is seeking volunteers aged 50+ to serve as legislative leaders
during the 2027 legislative session of the Maryland General Assembly.
Trained participants will volunteer two days a week during the session.
Apply online at bit.ly/LegacyLeaderApp.

From Clutter to Clarity
North Laurel 50+ Center
September 11, 10 a.m. — noon « #A06612.801 or call 410-313-0380

Drawing on his work with the Positive Aging Community and The
Beacon Newspapers, Steve Gurney leads discussion on downsizing,
decluttering and navigating the realities of senior living.

Falls Prevention Presentation
North Laurel 50+ Center
September 14, 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. - #A06677.801 or call 410-313-0380

Join OAT’s Exercise Specialist, Rachel Filar, to learn how/why falls
occur; explore exercises to aid with balance and classes currently
available at 50+ Centers.

Korean American Senior Association (IKASA)

Thrift Sale
Bain 50+ Center
September 16, 9 a.m. -2 p.m.

Howard County’s KASA will hold its annual thrift sale to benefit

the Vivian Reid Fund, featuring gently-used clothing, jewelry, small
household items, handcrafts, and more. Food will also be available for
purchase.

Senior Planet: Ridesharing Apps
Ellicott City 50+ Center
September 16, 11 a.m. — noon * #A20673.803 or call 410-313-1400

Apps have changed the way many people get around. Explore ride
sharing apps and learn about the two most popular — Uber and Lyft —
and the pros and cons of each.

Dance Into Fall

Elkridge 50+ Center

September 17, 4 — 6 p.m. - #A05720.800 or call 410-313-5192
Celebrate fall with an evening of music, movement and community.

Dance to a mix of classic hits and easygoing tunes or just enjoy the
music. Cost: $15. Light refreshments served.

Downsizing, Moving and Selling Your Home
Ellicott City 50+ Center

September 17, 1- 3 p.m. - #A02658.801 or call 410-313-1400
Join us for a discussion on downsizing topics including retirement

finances, investment properties, estates and trusts, and services to
simplify the process.

Dance-through-the-Decades: Senior Center

Month Celebration
Bain 50+ Center
September 18, 1 -3 p.m. - #A01756.800

DJ Luxe Jewlz will take you on a musical journey through the decades,
from the 50’s through the 80’s. No experience necessary; just bring your
energy, friends and dancing shoes!

Age Wisely with MAP: Eat for Better Health
East Columbia 50+ Center

September 23, 1-1:45 p.m. - #A04622.800

Small changes to your eating habits can have a big impact on your
health. Learn how to boost immunity, support muscle and bone health,
read nutrition labels, and make healthier food substitutions.

Howard County Freedom Seekers

Ellicott City 50+ Center

September 24, 1-2:30 p.m. « #A02649.802 or call 410-313-1400
While Howard County was not part of an organized underground railroad,

the Howard County Historical Society has documented cases of brave local
men and women who helped individuals escaping slavery to gain freedom.

CVS Vaccine Clinic
North Laurel 50+ Center

September 25, 10 a.m. — noon - #A06201.801

In partnership with CVS Pharmacy, the center will offer an onsite
vaccine clinic. Bring your insurance card or Medicare Part A & B (Part
D if you have it) to receive your vaccine. Call 410-313-0380 for a list of
available vaccines.

Grandparents Day Out
Elkridge 50+ Center
September 30, 1:30 — 3 p.m. - #A05722.800 or call 410-313-5192

Bring the grandchildren and join former performer Gregory May for
an interactive afternoon of juggling, magic, plate spinning, cowboy
ropes, and plenty of laughs! It’s a circus adventure for the whole family.
Cost: $5/person.
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