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The Howard County Forest Conservation
Program regulates forest clearing in new
subdivisions, as well as clearing on an
existing single lot if an area of 40,000
square feet or greater is to be cleared.
The Program's forest retention priorities
focus on environmental concerns such as
the protection of stream valleys,
wetlands and steep slopes. Concerns
more directly relevant to the Historic
District, such as retaining specimen trees
and protecting the character of scenic
roads, are also priorities but are ranked
lower than the environmental concerns.
To avoid conflicting priorities, the
Historic District Commission will at
times need to take into account the
requirements of the Forest Conservation
Program and other environmental
regulations when reviewing forest
clearing activity.

The following guidelines encourage
preservation of the Historic District's
environmental setting..

1. Recommended
o Retain trees, shrubs, and flower
gardens that reflect the historic
development of the property, particularly
mature trees and shrubs. Historic
landscaping plans and photographs, if
available, are valuable guides in
landscaping decisions.

o Minimize removal of mature trees and
shrubs and provide for their replacement
with similar species whenever possible.

o During construction or grading
activities, protect vegetation to be
retained, particularly mature trees, by
placing fencing or other barriers or
markings at the drip line of the
vegetation prior to beginning
construction. For very large or old trees,
consulting an arborist or forester to
recommend specific protection measures
may be desirable.

o Maintain and install informal
landscaping using a variety of trees,
shrubs and flowers, particularly native
species. Plant new trees and shrubs far
enough from buildings to avoid moisture
problems and damage to the buildings
from falling limbs and roots as the plants
grow.

o Maintain the open feel of the District
by minimizing property line
demarcations.

2. Not Recommended
o Topping trees (i.e. cutting off the main
leader or other large top branches).

o Using plastic, marble chip, lava rock or
other modern grounCl covers in locations
that will be highly visible.

3. Landscaping Activities
Requiring a Certificate of
Approval
o Removing live trees that are not
located within a forest and have a
diameter of 12 inches or greater 4.5 feet
above ground level.

o Clearing and/or grading more than
5,000 square feet of area per lot per year.
This threshold coincides with County
regulations that require a grading permit
for clearing and grading more than 5,000
square feet of land per year. Clearing
refers to the removal of all trees and
shrubs from an area; grading refers to
changing the contours of the land and
removing or disturbing the roots of
vegetation.

o Planting trees, shrubs and other
vegetation on cleared or graded areas
larger than 5,000 square feet.

o Clearing and/or grading within 30 feet
of the pavement of Lawyers Hill Road or
Old Lawyers Hill Road.



4. Routine Maintenance
(work that does not require
a Certificate of Approval)
o Clearing and/or grading up to 5,000
square feet of land per year, provided
that the area affected is not within 30 feet
of Lawyers Hill Road or Old Lawyers Hill
Road.

o Removing trees that are located in a
yard or other location not within a forest
and that have a diameter of less than 12
inches 4.5 feet above ground level.

o Removing trees of any size within a
forest.

o Removing dead or diseased
vegetation.

o Removing shrubs and other low
vegetation.

o Planting trees, shrubs or other
vegetation. However, for cleared or
graded areas larger than 5,000 square
feet, the initial landscape treatment of
the cleared site is not routine
maintenance.

o General gardening activities, including
mowing, trimming, pruning, and
installing ground covers.

C. Fences
Property lines in Lawyers Hill are only
occasionally defined by fencing. Fences
are generally low and open, and made of
painte9 wood boards or unpainted split
rails.

The open feel of the District will be
maintained by limiting the use of fencing
and by using low, open fencing when
fencing is necessary. One alternative to
high, solid fencing may be the use of
"invisible" electronic fences to keep pets
from roaming.

Existing fences in Lawyers Hill are not
historically significant structures.
Therefore, as indicated below, removal of
existing fencing does not require a
Certificate of Approval. Installation of
new fencing does require a Certificate of
Approval unless it is an exact
replacement of an existing fence.

I. Recommended
o When installing new fencing, use
fencing that is low, open, and made of
wood. If necessary, this type of fencing
can have an inconspicuous, inner wire
fencing.

o Plant vines or shrubs in front of solid
fencing to reduce its visual impact from
public roads.

2. Not Recommended
o Installing stockade, chain link, or
wrought iron fencing in a location visible
from a public road or a neighboring
property.

3. Routine Maintenance
(work that does not require
a Certificate of Approval)
o Maintaining and repairing existing
fencing.

o Replacing existing fencing with
materials that exactly match the original.

o Removing existing fencing.

D. Retaining Walls
Because homes in Lawyers Hill fit into
the natural contours of the surrounding
hills, the need for retaining walls has
been minimized, and they occur
infrequently within the District. Retaining
walls in the District are generally low,
brick or stone walls that have been built
to form decorative structures such as a
flower bed or water fountain. High timber
retaining walls have been used at One
driveway entrance to minimize the need
to clear and grade the adjacent slopes.
New retaining walls that will be visible
from public roads or neighboring
properties should be unobtrusive and
constructed or faced with brick or stone.
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I. Recommended
D Minimize the need for new retaining
walls by designing improvements,
including driveways and parking areas, to
minimize clearing and grading.

D Design new retaining walls to be low
and constructed or faced with brick or
stone.

D Soften the appearance of highly visible
new walls by planting vines or other
landscape materials that will cover the
wall.

A wooded driveway bordered by an open wood fence.
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D Where higher retaining walls are
required, consider using a series of short,
stepped walls with landscape plantings
rather one single high wall.

2. Not Recommended
D Retaining walls faced with timber,
concrete or concrete block, unless these
walls are not visible from a public road or
neighboring property.

3. Routine Maintenance
(work that does not require
a Certificate of Approval)
D Maintaining and repairing existing
walls,

D Installing a new retaining wall no more
than two feet high and 12 feet long in a
location not visible from a public road at
any time of year.

E. Driveways, Walkways
and Patios
Driveways in the District are generally
long (due to substantial house setbacks
from the public roads), sometimes
winding or circular, narrow (one lane)
and constructed of gravel or asphalt.
Driveways often are used for parking, so
there are few additional gravel or paved
parking areas. The driveways are
generally unobtrusive and do not have
curbs.

Walkways may lead from driveways or
parking areas to the homes or wind
through gardens, but they seldom lead to
the public roads and there is no public
sidewalk system. Walkways and patios
are usua Ily constructed of brick or
flagstone although there are a few
constructed of concrete slab.

Historic driveways, walkways and patios
shou Id be maintained whenever
possible, While the construction
materials used for existing driveways are
probably not historic, the alignments
themselves may be historic and should
be retained. New driveways, walkways
and patios should be compatible with in
width, appearance and surface covering
with existing improvements.

I. Recommended
D Maintain existing historic driveway
and walkway alignments and patios.

D Where needed, install new driveways
that are narrow (one lane), constructed of
dark colored gravel or asphalt, and follow
the contours of the site to minimize the
need for clearing and grading, For new
homes, the use of shared driveways
should be explored.

D Minimize additional paved or gravel
parking areas within view of a public road.

D Construct new walkways and patios of
brick, flagstone or concrete pavers
designed to look like flagstone, New



walkways may also be constructed of bark
chips or gravel.

2. Not Recommended
o Designing and constructing new
driveways and parking areas that require
extensive clearing and grading.

o Constructing driveways of poured
concrete or white gravel.

o Constructing new walkways and patios
of poured concrete slabs within view of a
public road.

3. Routine Maintenance
(work that does not require
a Certificate of Approval)
o Maintaining and repairing existing
driveways, walkways and patios.

o Recoating an existing blacktop
(asphalt) driveway or blacktopping an
existing gravel driveway without
increasing the length or width of the
driveway.

F. Outdoor Lighting
Historically, Lawyers Hill has had no
street lights and minimal outdoor
lighting. Outdoor lighting currently found
in the Historic District includes fixtures
attached to buildings and freestanding
fixtures along driveways. The fixtures are
generally unobtrusive and the level of
lighting in the community is low. Most
freestanding fixtures are either black

metal pole fixtures approximately three
feet high or dark metal lamppost fixtures
approximately six feet high. One home
has a railroad lantern converted to a
driveway lamppost, making reference to
the District's history as a railroad
commuter community.

New lighting should be unobtrusive, in
keeping with. the historically rural
character 6f the District. If street lights
are installed along a new subdivision
street within the District, the fixtures
should also be unobtrusive in
appearance in accordance with these
guidelines.

A Certificate of Approval is required for
new outdoor lighting fixtures, whether
attached to buildings or freestanding.

I. Recommended
o Design and locate lighting fixtures to
be visually unobtrusive. Use dark metal
or a similar unobtrusive material for
freestanding lights.

o To the extent possible, direct or shield
lighting so that it illuminates only the
area intended and does not spill onto
neighboring properties. Design lighting
to provide a reasonable level of
brightness for the intended purpose.

2. Not Recommended
o Lighting fixtures made of unpainted
bright metal or other visually intrusive

materials in locations visible from public
streets or neighboring houses.

3. Routine Maintenance
(work that does not require
a Certificate of Approval)
o Maintaining and repairing existing
lighting fixtures.

o Replacing lighting fixtures with new
fixtures that generally match the existing
fixture.D

A railroad lantern converted for use on a
lamppost.
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Chapter 10. Demolition
and Relocation
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D Demolition or relocation of any structure
in the Historic District requires a
Certificate of Approval from the Historic
District Commission. This requirement
applies to structures such as retaining
walls, sheds and garages as well as
houses.

If the Historic District Commission finds
that the structure is not historically
significant and does not contribute to the
Historic District, demolition or relocation
will be routinely approved. The treatment
of the site after removal of the structure,
and the new location for a relocated
building (if the location is within the
Historic District) must also be approved
by the Commission.

Historic buildings are irreplaceable
resources. Because their demolition will
have a permanent detrimental effect on
the Historic District, the Commission will
consider approving demolition only after
all possible alternatives to preserve the
structure are exhausted. The Commission
will approve demolition only if the
applicant provides evidence proving
severe economic hardship or the lack of a
reasonable beneficial use of the property
if the demolition application is denied.

For structures of particular historic
importance, the County Code (Section
16.608) authorizes the Commission to
endeavor to work out with the owner an
economically feasible plan to preserve
the structure. If no economically feasible
plan can be formulated, the Commission
may delay making a decision for up to 90
days while seeking a means of preserving
the building, including negotiating with
the owner and other interested



individuals and organizations who might
provide assistance.

If demolition of a historic building is
approved by the Historic District
Commission, the Commission may
require that the owner provide
opportunity for County staff to document
the building and its site prior to
demolition, induding landscape features,
outbuildings, and the relationship of the
building to the site.

Relocation will detract from the integrity
of a historic structure and its site and
must also have strong justification. If
relocation is approved, the building
should be moved to a similar setting,
preferably within the Historic Pistrict, by
a competent company with experience in
moving historic structures.

The following information must be
submitted to the Historic District
Commission by an applicant for
demolition or relocation of historic
homes and other principal structures
within the Lawyers Hill Historic District.
For most smaller historic structures such
as sheds and garages, the Historic

District Commission will need only the
information required by items I, 2, 3, 5
and 7.

I. Form of ownership of the property.

2. Cost of proposed demolition or
relocation.

3. Reasons for the proposed demolition
or relocation.

4. Fair market value of property as
determined by a qualified professional;
all appraisals must have been made
within the two years immediately
preceding the filing of the application.

5. Itemized breakdown of the cost of
renovation of the existing structure.

6. A report on the structural integrity of
the structure, prepared by an engineer
licensed in the State of Maryland who'
has significant experience with historic
structures.

7. Clear photographs of all elevations of
the structure.

II. Site plans drawn to scale showing the
entire site, the historic structure
proposed to be removed, other site
improvements, and the relocation site, if
applicable.O
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Glossary
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Bargeboard: A board, often ornately
curved, attached to the projecting edges
of a gabled roof; sometimes referred to as
vergeboard.

Batten: A strip of wood put over a seam
between boards to fasten or cover them.

Brace: A diagonal stabilizing member of a
building frame.

Bracket: A support element under eaves,
shelves or other overhangs; often more
decorative than functional.

Casement: A window with sash hung
vertically and opening inward or outward.

Cast Iron: Iron, shaped in a mold, that is
brittle, hard and cannot be
hammer-welded.

Clapboard: A long, narrow board with one
edge thicker than the other, overlapped
to cover the outer walls of frame
structures; also known as weatherboard.

Corbel: A small projection constructed
outward from a wall to support the eaves
of a roof, or from a chimney to support a
larger decorative top.

Cornice: Projecting ornamental molding
along the top of a building or wall.

Dormer: A vertically set window on a
sloping roof; the roofed structure housing
such a window.

Double-Hung Sash Window: A window with
two sashes, one above the other,
arranged to slide vertically past each
other

Drip Line (of vegetation): A vertical line
extending from the outermost edge of
the tree canopy or shrub branch to the
ground.

Eaves: The projecting overhang at the
lower edge of a roof



Englisn Bond Pattern: Brickwork with
alternating rows of r-.............-..-......-

headers (bricks with their tJr;IJ
end exposed) and
stretchers (bricks with
their side exposed).

Eyebrow Dormer: A low dormer in which
the arched roofline forms a reverse curve
at each end, giving it the general outline
of an eyebrow.

Facade: The face or elevation of a building.

Fieldstone: Slab units, split from rock and
suitable for setting as dry-wall masonry.

Finial: An ornament at the top of a spire,
gable or pinnacle.

Flagstone: Hard stone split into flat pieces
and used in paving walks, terraces, etc.

Gable: A triangular wall segment at the
end of a double-pitched or gabled roof.

Gambrel Roof: A ridged roof with two
slopes on each side, the lower slope
having the steeper pitch.

German Siding: An exterior wall cladding of
wooden boards with a concave upper
edge that fits into a corresponding
groove in the siding above.

Hipped Roof: A roof with four uniformly
pitched sides.

Hood Molds: A large molding over a
window, originally designed to direct
water away from the wall and window:
also called a drip molding.

Louver: Horizontal slats tilted to exclude
rain, sunlight and view, but allowing air
to pass.

Masonry: Wall construction of materials
such as stone, brick. concrete or tile.

Molding: A continuous band that is either
carved into or applied to a surface.

Mortar: A mixture of sand, water, lime and
cement, used to bind together units of
masonry.

Muntin: A division separating panes of
glass in a window sash or door.

Offset: A shift in the line of a wall resulting
in a ledge or right-angled beam, to
provide shadow or relief on a flat surface.

Oriel Window: A bay window that does not
extend down to a foundation, but is
supported by corbels, brackets or a pier
attached to the wall below.

Ornament: Detail that is incised, molded,
painted, or otherwise added to a
building, usually against a plain surface
with the purpose of embellishment.

Repointing: Treatment of joints in masonry
by removing mortar from between the
joints of masonry units and refilling with
mortar.

Ridge, Ridgeline: The area of the roof where
the upper slopes of the roof meet
horizontally

Rubble: Irregularly formed stones that
have not been cut to form regular faces
or that have been shaped by fracture.

Sasn: A frame in which the panes of a
window are set.

Sned Roof: A single pitched roof over a
small room or porch; usually attached to
a main structure.

Sningles: Pieces of wood or other material,
such as asphalt based material, used as
an overlapping outer covering on walls or
roofs.

Sidelignt: A framed area of fixed glass
along the side of a door or window
opening.

Stockade Fence: A fence made of upright,
tightly spaced wooden slats.

Tongue and Groove Flooring: Flooring in
which the jutting edge or tongue on one
board fits exactly into a groove in another.

Transom Window: Horizontal window over a
door, usually hinged.

Veranda: A roofed open gallery or porch.

Wrougnt Iron: Iron that can be squeezed,
hammered or rolled into the desired
form.D
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Appendix A: Summary of Activities
Requiring a Certificate of Approval

O The following summary shows the types
of work in the Lawyers Hill Historic
District that require a Certificate of
Approval from the Historic District
Commission. based on the adopted
Lawyers Hill Design Guidelines. Work
that is classified as "routine
maintenance" in the Design Guidelines
does not require a Certificate of Approval.

If the summary is unclear. please refer to
the Lawyers Hill Design Guidelines. In
the case of a conflict between this
summary and the Design Guidelines. the
Design Guidelines prevail.

A "Yes" or "No" in the right-hand column
indicates whether or not a Certificate of
Approval is required for the type of work
described.

New Construclion

New house or outbuilding Yes

Addition to building " Yes

Porch or deck addition . Yes

Demolilion or relocalion of house or
outbuilding . Yes
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lRepairlMaintenance of Exlsting Houses

Maintaining and repairing exterior
building features ....No

Replacing exterior building materials
or features with new materials
or features that:

IJ Exactly match the existing materials
or features in material, texture,
design, shape and size, and
maintain existing details and trim
(except masonry - see below) No

IJ Do not exactly match the existing
materials or features Yes

Adding new features to a building
(i.e. window or door openings, dormers,
ornamentation, etc.) Yes

Replacing masonry walls, foundations,
chimneys, etc Yes

Repointing masonry Yes

IJ Except spot pointing of wom areas,
using new mortar that exactly matches
the existing, unweathered mortar in
color, texture, joint profile and
composition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No

Replacing damaged bricks, stones or
concrete blocks with new units that
exactly match the existing No

Replacing missing porch supports or
railings with new materials that exactly
match existing supports or railings No
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Installing replacement gutters and
downspouts of similar size, location and
finish as the existing, in the same color or
a color consistent with the exterior
building walls. . . . . . . . . ..... No

Repairing roofs using material similar
to the existing roofing in size,
color and texture , No

Installing weatherstripping around
doors and windows No

Painting previously painted surfaces:

IJ Using the same color as the existing
paint , No

IJ Using colors listed as appropriate in
the Design Guidelines (Chapter 6,
Section 0) No

IJ Using colors not listed as
appropriate in the Design Guidelines .Yes

Painting previously unpainted surfaces ..Yes

Outbuildings

Maintaining and repairing existing
building features No

Replacing building features with new
features that exactly match the existing
features and retain existing details and
trim No

Changing the material of exterior walls . Yes

For outbuildings not visible at any time
of year from public roads or neighboring
houses:

IJ Replacing doors and windows with
new doors and windows that need not
match the original, but fit within the
original openings . . . . . . . . . . . . . No

IJ Adding, removing or altering the
shape of door or window openings:
replacing steps, roofing or foundations:

If the outbuilding is less than 50
years old . . . . . .. . , No

If the outbuilding is more than 50
years old .... Yes

o Painting exterior building features,
using any color. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. No

For outbuildings visible from public
roads or neighboring houses:

o Painting exterior surfaces using
colors listed in the Design Guidelines
(Chapter 6, Section 0) as appropriate
for the house on the same lot No

o Painting exterior surfaces using
colors not listed in the Design
Guidelines as appropriate for the
house on the same lot Yes



!Equipment and! Hardware

Maintaining and repairing existing
equipment or hardware .... . ... Ye~

Outdoor lighting fixtures (attached to
building or freestanding):

[J Replacing lights with new fixtures
that generally match the existing No

[J Installing new lighting fixtures Yes

Installing equipment or hardware:

[J Locks, door knobs, door
knockers, etc. . . . No

[J Window air conditioners
(not requiring permanent
alterations to window) .... No

[J Heat pumps, central air conditioning
condensors, antennas, satellite dishes,
alarm systems:

Visible from public roads or
neighboring houses . . . . . .... Yes

Not visible from public roads or
neighboring houses No

[J Solar collectors Yes

[J Security bars. . Yes

[J Skylights . . . . . Yes

Other Site improvements

Maintaining and repairing existing site
improvements No

Replacing site improvements with new
improvements that exactly match the
existing No

Driveways, walkways, patios:

[J Installing new driveways, walkways,
patios " . Yes

[J Widening or enlarging driveways,
walkways, patios Yes

[J Blacktopping a gravel driveway or
recoating an existing blacktop
driveway (without widening) . .No

Fencing:

[J Removing existing fencing .. No

[J Installing new fencing ..... " ... Yes

Retaining walls:

[J Installing new retaining walls that
are no more than 2' high and 12' long
and not visible from public road .....No

[J Installing other new retaining walls Yes

[J Removing existing retaining walls .. Yes

Installing lawn ornaments, mailboxes,
newspaper boxes, basketball nets, play
equipment, above-ground swimming
pools that are dismantled each year ....No

Installing tennis courts Yes

Installing 'in-ground and permanent,
above-ground swimming pools Yes

!Landscaping

General gardening: mowing, trimming,
pruning and installing ground covers .. No

Planting trees, shrubs or other plants .. No

[J Except initial landscaping of a
cleared or graded area larger than
5,000 square feet. . .Yes

Removing shrubs and other low
vegetation No

Cutting down trees:

[J Dead or diseased No

[J Located within a forest No

[J Not located within a forest, and with
a trunk diameter of less than 12 inches
4.5 feet above ground level No

[J Not located within a forest, and with
a trunk diameter of 12 inches or
greater 4.5 feet above ground level ...Yes

Clearing anclJor grading land:

[J Within 30 feet of the pavement of
Lawyers Hill Rd. or Old Lawyers
Hill Rd. . . . . . . . . . ' ...Yes

[J In any other location, up to 5,000
square feet of land area per lot
per year '" .... No

[J In any other location, more than
5,000 square feet of land area per lot
per year Yes
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