
Tax Sched ule
July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

! Real Prop erty is as sessed at 
100% of mar ket value

! State Tax Rate:
$0.112 per $100 as sess ment

! County Rate:
$1.014 per $100 as sess ment

! Fire tax:
NOTE: Howard County has 2 fire dis tricts - a met ro pol i tan
dis trict and a ru ral dis trict. The rates for those dis tricts
are…

Met ro pol i tan Dis trict - 13.55 cents per $100 as sess ment
Ru ral Dis trict - 11.55 cents per $100 as sess ment
Howard County law states that the rev e nues gen er -
ated by the fire tax are to be used for all fires and
emer gen cies oc cur ring in the dis trict where the tax is
col lected.  How ever, there are no dis trict re stric tions,
nor should there be, on where sta tions and per son nel
re spond to calls.

Con stant Yield Tax Rate

In the last tax able year (FY 2009),  Howard County’s
real prop erty tax rate as of July 1, 2008 was $1.014, and 
the cer ti fied as sess ment of the net assessable real
prop erty as of July 1, 2008 was $35,782,828,312.  The
as sess ment mul ti plied by the rate pro duced real prop -
erty tax rev e nues of $362,837,879.

For this tax able year (FY 2010),  the cer ti fied as sess -
ment of the net assessable real prop erty is
$37,541,046,282. To pro duce the same real prop erty
tax rev e nues as last year the real prop erty tax rate
would be $.967.  This rate is called the con stant yield tax 
rate.

For this tax able year (FY 2010),  the ac tual real prop erty 
tax rate is $1.014, which is dif fer ent from the con stant
yield tax rate. The rate is .047 cents more than the con -
stant yield tax rate and will pro duce in real prop erty tax
rev e nues $17,828,330 more than would be pro duced
by the con stant yield tax rate.

Rev e nues for Fis cal Year 2010

Ex pen di tures for Fis cal Year 2010

What County Gov ern ment Re ceives From 
the Av er age Tax payer

Av er age Lo cal In come Tax ................................$2,593*
Av er age Prop erty Tax........................................$3,194**
Av er age Fire & Res cue Tax...............................$   427**

TO TAL ..............................................................$6,214

* Based upon the me dian house hold in come in Howard County (in
2007 in fla tion ad justed dol lars) of $97,837 for a fam ily of 4 us ing

the stan dard de duc tion.  ($3200 x 4 + $4,000= 16,800) The tax able 
in come would be $81,037.  Based on the cur rent in come tax rate of 
3.20% (un changed) the av er age in come tax paid would be $2,593.
** Based on a home value of $300,000 with a 5.0% as sess ment in -

crease. The prop erty tax rate is $1.014 and the
Met ro pol i tan Dis trict Fire Tax rate is 13.55 cents.

Trash Fee Changes

The an nual fee for the col lec tion and dis posal of res i -
den tial trash is $225 for those house holds re ceiv ing
trash, re cy cling and yard ser vice, $210 for those
house holds re ceiv ing trash and re cy cling ser vices
only and $39.00 for those house holds re ceiv ing re cy -
cling ser vice only.

Trash Credit Pro gram

Home own ers with lim ited in come may qual ify for a 60%
credit against the Trash Fee. In come brack ets for this
credit have been ex panded. A fam ily of 4 can qual ify
with an in come up to $55,125. For more in for ma tion and 
an ap pli ca tion call 410-313-4076. The dead line for fil ing 
is Sep tem ber 1, 2009.

Wa ter and Sewer Charges

An ad va lo rem charge of .08 cents per $100 as sess -
ment is lev ied on real prop erty lo cated within the Met ro -
pol i tan Dis trict. Ad va lo rem charges help pay for the op -
er a tion of the wa ter and sewer sys tem and help cover
debts for the sys tem. 

Front Foot Charge

All own ers of prop er ties lo cated on a street, road, lane,
al ley or right-of-way in which a wa ter main or sewer
main has been built or pur chased, pay an an nual front
foot ben e fit as sess ment charge for wa ter and/or sewer.

State Bay Res to ra tion Fee
The Mary land State Gov ern ment en acted the State Bay 
Res to ra tion Fund in 2004.  For us ers of pri vate sep tic
sys tems the state’s an nual charge of $30.00 is in cluded 
in the Howard County Tax Bill.  For ad di tional in for ma -
tion, visit the Mary land De part ment of the En vi ron ment
website at www.mde.state.md.us. For bill ing ques tions, 
call 410-313-4076.
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Tax Re lief for Se niors

Se nior Tax Credit
A credit of 25% of County Prop erty Tax is avail able
for se nior cit i zens age 70 and older with an an nual in -
come of $72,850 or less and net as sets un der
$500,000, not in clud ing the value of their home, but
in clud ing qual i fied re tire ment plans.  

All other cred its must be ap plied be fore this credit is
granted, so if an ap pli cant has in come of un der
$60,000 and net as sets un der $200,000, not in clud -
ing the value of their home and qual i fied re tire ment
plans, they must also ap ply for the State’s Home -
own ers Tax Credit Pro gram.

Tax De fer ral Pro gram 
The County con tin ues to of fer its tax de fer ral pro -
gram for se niors who do not qual ify for the Se nior Tax 
Credit.  If you are 65 or over (or any age and dis -
abled), have an in come that does not ex ceed
$75,000, and have lived in your home for at least 5
years, you may qual ify for this pro gram.  This pro -
gram de fers the in crease in your County Prop erty
Tax.

The dead line for fil ing ap pli ca tions for these pro -
grams is Sep tem ber 1, 2009. For more in for ma tion,
please call 410-313-4076 or visit our website at
taxcredits.howardcountymd.gov

        2010
        In for ma tion 
for Howard County
Tax pay ers

        2010
        In for ma tion
for Howard County
Tax pay ers
July 1, 2009

Home stead Tax Credit Ap pli ca tion 

The Home stead Credit lim its the an nual in crease in tax -
able as sess ment on the owner-oc cu pied res i den tial prop -
er ties to a fixed per cent age. In Howard County, the County 
as sess ment in crease is lim ited to 5% and the State as -
sess ment in crease is lim ited to 10%. Any ap pli ca ble credit
has been used in the cal cu la tion of this tax bill. 
Be gin ning Jan u ary 1, 2008 the State be gan re quir ing an
ap pli ca tion be sub mit ted to qual ify for this credit. This pro -
gram will be rolled out over the next 3 years. For more in -
for ma tion please re fer to the State website at:
www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/home stead_app.htm

Home own ers Tax Credit Pro gram

A prop erty tax credit is avail able to res i den tial home own -
ers, re gard less of age, who qual ify on the ba sis of a com -
par i son of their tax bill to house hold in come.  Ap pli cants
must have com bined house hold in come un der $60,000
and net as sets that do not ex ceed $200,000.  Net as sets
do not in clude the value of your home or the value of your
qual i fied re tire ment plans. 
The dead line for fil ing an ap pli ca tion is Sep tem ber 1, 2009. 
For more in for ma tion call the State at 410-767-4433 or
visit the State website at:                                                                                                                                        
www.dat.state.md.us/sdatweb/htc.html 
For a com plete l ist  of Tax Cred its,  please call
410-313-2062 or visit our website at:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
taxcredits.howardcountymd.gov

2nd In stall ment Due Date Change

County Of fices will close at 5 p.m. Thurs day, De cem ber
24, 2009 and not re-open un til Mon day Jan u ary 4, 2010 at
8 a.m. due to staff fur loughs and sched uled hol i days.  The
due date for 2nd in stall ment tax pay ments has been ex -
tended to Jan u ary 8, 2010.  All pay ments re ceived by Jan -
u ary 8th will be back dated to De cem ber 31, 2009 to avoid
in ter est and pen al ties.

 CHANGE OF BILL ING AD DRESS

PLEASE PRINT

If you have moved, or if your ad dress is in cor rect, sub -
mit your cor rect PER MA NENT ad dress change only,
then de tach and mail to:

Su per vi sor of As sess ments and Tax a tion
Howard County Of fice 
Dis trict Court Multi-Ser vice Cen ter
3451 Court house Drive, Ellicott City, MD  21043

Prop erty Dis trict/Ac count Num ber

Name of Prop erty Owner

Street Name and House Num ber

Sup ple men tal Ad dress (care of, etc.)

City, State and Zip Code

Phone Num ber

Prop erty Owner Sig na ture

Do not use this form to change names shown on the tax bill.
For in for ma tion about chang ing names, call the State
De part ment of As sess ments and Tax a tion at 410-480-7940.

This pub li ca tion is pro vided for your in for ma tion by
THE HOWARD COUNTY GOV ERN MENT

Ken Ulman, County Ex ec u tive
and the

Howard County Coun cil
Mary Kay Sigaty, Chair

Jennifer Terrasa, Vice Chair per son
Cal vin Ball, Mem ber
Greg Fox, Mem ber

Courtney Wat son, Mem ber

Energy Credit

The owner of real prop erty may re ceive a prop erty
tax credit against the county prop erty tax im posed on 
a res i den tial struc ture that uti lizes a so lar en ergy de -
vice or geo ther mal en ergy de vice. 

The tax credit al lowed un der this sec tion is the lesser
of: 50% of the el i gi ble costs in curred to in stall the
device; or $5,000 for a heat ing sys tem or $1,500 for a 
hot wa ter sup ply sys tem.

For more in for ma tion call 410-313-3196 or visit our
website at taxcredits.howardcountymd.gov


